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Key points 
• In this report we present a complete list of all Lepidoptera species (butterflies, macro-moths and micro-moths) 

recorded on Rathlin, and details of their occurrence. We mainly focus on our own recording during 2017-2020, but we 

also summarise all previous records that we are aware of.    

• Leading up to 2017, 251 species of moths and butterflies had been recorded on Rathlin (see section 2: Previous 

Lepidoptera recording on Rathlin – 1930s to 2016). 

• After four years of recording 2017–2020 by regular light trapping and increasing effort in field searching, we added 198 

species (see section 3: Our Lepidoptera recording 2017–2020). We added a further two species in 2021, and the total 

species list for Rathlin currently stands at 449 Lepidoptera species (Table 1). 

Table 1. Number of Lepidoptera species recorded on Rathlin before 2017, during 2017–2020, the species unique to each period, 

and the overall total.   

 Species 

recorded 

before 2017 

Species 

recorded during 

2017-2021 

New species 

added during 

2017-2021 

Species recorded 

pre-2017 but not 

during 2017-2021 

Total species list 

to date 

Butterflies 17 15 0 2 17 

Moths – macro 197 239 66 24 263 

Moths – micro 37 165 132 4 169 

All Lepidoptera 251 419 198 30 449 

 

• We provide occurrence details for all species recorded on the island in individual species accounts (see section 5: 

Species accounts). An at-a-glance list of species names is also provided in Appendix 1. 

• Rathlin has a number of Lepidoptera species that are significant in a regional context (see section 3: Notable 

Lepidoptera on Rathlin):  

o Lempke’s Gold Spot, discovered on the island in 2019 and apparently established on the island, is not known to 

occur anywhere else on the island of Ireland. 

o Agonopterix subpropinquella, first recorded in 2018, has not been recorded anywhere else in Northern Ireland. 

o Chestnut-coloured Carpet, Bordered Grey, Dotted Carpet, and Square-spot Dart, all apparently established on 

Rathlin, are all known from just one other site in Northern Ireland. Caryocolum vicinella has only been recorded 

at one other Northern Irish site in recent times. 

o Numerous scarce coastal species are established on Rathlin, including Netted Pug, Thyme Pug, Confused, 

Feathered Ranunculus, Northern Rustic, Delplanqueia dilutella, Rhigognostis annulatella, and Eana penziana. 

o Other notable species on Rathlin include Northern Deep-brown Dart, Red Carpet, Red Twin-spot Carpet, Small 

Autumnal Moth, Small Chocolate-tip and Light Knot Grass. 

o Some scarce species in Northern Ireland that have been recorded on Rathlin, but are not known to have 

established populations on the island, include Marsh Pug, Clouded Buff, Small Elephant Hawk-moth and Four-

dotted Footman. Scarce migrant species have included Delicate, Vestal, and Convolvulus Hawk-moth. 

• During 2017–2020, we made 10,123 records of approximately 45,420 individual Lepidoptera and recorded between 

232 and 358 species per year. Overall, we recorded a total of 417 species (plus a further 2 in 2021). Our recording 

effort increased each year, and was particularly high in 2020. See section 4: Our Lepidoptera recording 2017–2020. 

• We are confident we have recorded all the regularly occurring butterfly species, but it is likely there are still many more 

macro- and micro-moth species to be found on Rathlin. Our recording effort has so far been heavily biased towards the 

west end of the island, and there remains plenty of interesting habitat in other areas that is yet to be surveyed in any 

detail (see section 4: Methods and recording effort). 

• Moths are interesting and beautiful, but more crucially they are important (see section 1: About Lepidoptera). 
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1. Introduction 
Since first coming to Rathlin in March 2017, we’ve been lucky enough to have opportunity to observe and record the island’s 

wildlife for more than four years now. In that time we’ve been enormously privileged to have seen all sorts of interesting things, 

many unexpected or rare, and we’re keen that the details of our sightings should be available to islanders and anyone with an 

interest in the wildlife of Rathlin. We’ve previously produced annual Rathlin Bird Reports summarising our bird observations (like 

this report, they are available on our blog rathlinstickybeak.wordpress.com), and now it’s the turn of another of our great 

interests – the Lepidoptera.  

Others have recorded moths and butterflies on Rathlin at various times in the past (we review all prior records that we have 

been able to find in the following section), but regular trapping and field recording during 2017–2020 has been the most 

intensive period of Lepidoptera study to date. As a result, the list of species presented here includes, to the best of our 

knowledge, every wild butterfly and moth species that has ever been documented on the island. 

While we have devoted a lot of time and effort to recording moths and butterflies on Rathlin, managing to encounter more than 

400 species over four years, there undoubtedly remain a whole lot more that have eluded us so far. In 2020, we were adding 

new species just as frequently as we had done in our first season, and we are sure that there remain plenty more discoveries to 

be made. During 2021 we were away from the island for most of the year and only returned for the winter period, but we still 

managed to find two new species that hadn’t been recorded on Rathlin before! 

We’ve found great enjoyment in learning about Rathlin’s moths, and occasionally making discoveries of local or national 

significance has been especially rewarding.  However, most of the pleasure in this absorbing hobby comes simply from the thrill 

of gaining glimpses into the lepidopteran world – a vast, diverse and endlessly fascinating realm that remains almost completely 

hidden from all except those who make a special effort to discover it.  

And having intruded into their world rather a lot, we felt we owed it to the moths of Rathlin to write down what we have 

learned. We realise that much of the detail in these pages will probably enthral only the most avid local lepidopterists, but 

having amassed so much information, we figured this has more chance of being useful if it’s accessible to others rather than just 

scattered between our two heads! We hope this report does at least help to illuminate the surprising and largely unseen 

diversity of moths on this small island, and maybe even inspires others to look closely at the natural wonders of Rathlin, or their 

own local patch.  

 

This large Poplar Hawkmoth caterpillar was hiding in plain sight, its colourful markings actually closely matching the ageing 
willow leaves. Suddenly more caterpillars came into focus and soon we’d counted 9 more of these beauties, plus also 8 Buff-tips, 
2 Pebble Prominents, 2 Sallow Kittens and 3 Broom Moths – an amazing selection just from one quick stop!  

https://rathlinstickybeak.wordpress.com/
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Writing in 1897, R Standen expressed a sentiment that is still commonly felt by first-time day-trippers to Rathlin today. As he 

suggests, a week is better than a day, but having devoted more than four years to exploring the nature of Rathlin, we can easily 

say this is still not nearly enough! This quote comes from a collection of articles published in The Irish Naturalist entitled Some 

observations by English naturalists on the fauna of Rathlin Island, and Ballycastle district – and here we are, some 125 years 

later, another couple of English naturalists similarly enamoured with the many wonders of Rathlin. 

 

About Lepidoptera  
In this report we include any species belonging to the insect order Lepidoptera, which comprises over 100 related families 

worldwide, all generally characterised by having four scale-covered wings in their adult form (the name is derived from lepid 

meaning “scale” and pteron meaning “wing”). We follow the common practice of dividing Lepidoptera into butterflies and 

moths, and of further separating the moths into macro-moths and micro-moths. The basis of these divisions is more cultural 

than taxonomic, but they are convenient and widely used, so we have generally followed this convention and organised this 

report around the three groupings. 

Amongst the Lepidoptera, society tends to award most attention to the butterflies due to many of them being large, brightly 

coloured and active during the day, and consequently more conspicuous to people. However, butterflies comprise only a 

handful of families and relatively few species. Consequently, the majority of our Lepidoptera recording efforts have been 

focused on moths (both macro- and micro-), and butterflies occupy only a small proportion of the pages in this report. 

Moths are often characterised as the butterflies’ drab, nocturnal cousins – or worse, as unwelcome pests – but actually the 

moths show extraordinary diversity in colour, shape, size and habits, including many species that are active by day, and many 

that are brightly coloured or exquisitely patterned. The division into macro- and micro-moths is largely based on size, but there 

are of course examples of relatively large members of micro-moth families and relatively small members of the macro-moth 

families that can lead to confusion.  Historically much more attention has been given to the families that comprise the macro-

moth species, particularly among amateur lepidopterists. However, the increasing availability of information on micro-moths, 

including the recent publication of an excellent field guide, has increased interest and allowed easier identification of these 

smaller species. Another rather arbitrary distinction between the macro- and micro-moths is that the macro species are 

generally known by their common names, whereas most micro-moth species are predominantly referred to only by their 

scientific names – we’ll cover more on the species names in the following section.  

The amazing diversity within Lepidoptera makes them a fascinating group to study, with a wide variety of species and endless 

scope for discovery, even on a small island like Rathlin. They are a relatively accessible group of insects for people with all levels 

of interest, and some very effective ways to find them require no specialist equipment (the methods we have used for finding 

and recording Lepidoptera on Rathlin are covered in detail in section 4: Our Lepidoptera recording 2017–2020).  

Whether or not you agree with us that moths are interesting and beautiful, more crucially they are important. Collectively, they 

represent a significant proportion of our invertebrate fauna, and with each species like a thread woven into the fabric of our 

ecosystem, each plays a role vital to the integrity of the whole rich tapestry. Some of their ecological roles are already widely 

familiar, such as the nectar-feeding species that act as pollinators for many plants (moths are often overlooked here as the 

mainly visit flowers at night), or the caterpillars that many bird species rely on to feed their young, but they have many other 

less widely known but equally important roles, such as detritivores, hosts for many parasitoid species, and myriad other species 

interactions.  

Moreover, as a diverse and often abundant group of insects that occupies most terrestrial habitats, the Lepidoptera are a very 

important indicator to us of the health of the environment. They are sensitive to environmental changes, providing an early 

warning of ecological problems, and changes in their populations and distribution are showing us the impacts of habitat 

degradation and climate change (Fox et al., 2015; Fox et al., 2021).  

“The day on Rathlin will not be readily forgotten… and general regret was 

expressed that we could not devote a full week to its exploration alone  

– the scenery, birds, insects, and plants all combining to make it a 

veritable paradise for any true lover of nature.” 
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Nomenclature and taxonomy used in this report 

Throughout this report, the common (English) and scientific names of all species follow those given in the Checklist of the 

Lepidoptera of the British Isles (Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford, 2015).  

Scientific names with three parts denote a particular subspecies, usually the only subspecies that occurs in our region. We have 

shied away from any attempt to identify butterflies to subspecies (although this may be interesting to explore as for numerous 

species Rathlin lies on the border of geographically defined boundaries for the subspecies occurring in Ireland and Scotland).   

Butterflies, macro-moths, and a few micro-moths have widely accepted common names, which for simplicity we use in 

preference to the scientific name. Similarly, where we’ve made reference to plant species, we have only used the accepted 

common names. For clarity, we capitalise common names of species, but where names refer more generally to groups that may 

include multiple species, lower case is used (e.g. hawk-moths, or willows). 

There have been various attempts made to assign common names to remaining micro-moth species (Porter 2002, Wheeler 

2017), but as we have become familiar with the scientific names as used in field guides and other resources, we’ve stuck with 

using them here.  

For the individual species accounts (see Section 5: Species accounts), species are grouped as butterflies, macro-moths and micro-

moths, and species are listed in taxonomic order, following the Checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles (Agassiz, Beavan & 

Heckford, 2015), which assigns each species a unique ‘ABH number’. In this numbering system, the number before the decimal 

point denotes the family of Lepidoptera to which a species belongs (Table 2), and the number after the decimal point denotes 

the species. 

While we have made every effort to use the most up to date taxonomy and nomenclature, both are subject to constant revision 

and it is inevitable that the names of some species and their positions in the systematic order will change. 

 

Table 2. Families of Lepidoptera and their ABH numbers. Only those families which contain species recorded in Britain and 

Ireland are included in this table. While some of these families (e.g. Tortricidae, Geometridae and Noctuidae) contain very large 

numbers of species and others contain just a few, the ABH number represents the taxonomic order of the families and gives no 

indication of the size of the family. Families which contain species recorded on Rathlin (and therefore are included in this report) 

are given in bold. Note that treating butterflies, macro-moths and micro-moths separately makes a bit of a hodge-podge of the 

true taxonomic order: the butterflies really belong within the moths, and the macro- and micro-moths are groups based more 

on size than taxonomy.  

BUTTERFLIES  

Papilionidae 56 

Hesperiidae 57 

Pieridae 58 

Nymphalidae 59 

Riodinidae 60 

Lycaenidae 61 

  

MACRO-MOTHS  

Hepialidae 3 

Cossidae 50 

Sesiidae 52 

Limacodidae 53 

Zygaenidae 54 

Drepanidae 65 

Lasiocampidae 66 

Endromidae 67 

Saturniidae 68 

Sphingidae 69 

Geometridae 70 

Notodontidae 71 

Erebidae 72 

Noctuidae 73 

Nolidae 74 

  

MICRO-MOTHS  

Micropterigidae 1 

Eriocraniidae 2 

Nepticulidae 4 

Opostegidae 5 

Heliozelidae 6 

Adelidae 7 

Incurvariidae 8 

Prodoxidae 9 

Tischeriidae 10 

Psychidae 11 

Tineidae 12 

Roeslerstammiidae 13 

Bucculatricidae 14 

Gracillariidae 15 

Yponomeutidae 16 

Ypsolophidae 17 

Plutellidae 18 

Glyphipterigidae 19 

Argyresthiidae 20 

Lyonetiidae 21 

Praydidae 22 

Heliodinidae 23 

Bedelliidae 24 

Scythropiidae 25 

Douglasiidae 26 

Autostichidae 27 

Oecophoridae 28 

Chimabachidae 29 

Lypusidae 30 

Peleopodidae 31 

Depressariidae 32 

Ethmiidae 33 

Cosmopterigidae 34 

Gelechiidae 35 

Batrachedridae 36 

Coleophoridae 37 

Elachistidae 38 

Parametriotidae 39 

Momphidae 40 

Blastobasidae 41 

Stathmopodidae 42 

Scythrididae 43 

Alucitidae 44 

Pterophoridae 45 

Schreckensteiniidae 46 

Epermeniidae 47 

Choreutidae 48 

Tortricidae 49 

Pyralidae 62 

Crambidae 63 
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Photos 

Having taken thousands of photos of butterflies and moths on Rathlin, we’ve included plenty of our pics in this report, 

particularly to illustrate some of the most attractive or notable species in the species accounts, although we couldn’t find space 

for them all. Where we’ve used photos taken by others, credit is given in the caption.   

 

 

About Rathlin 
Rathlin is an island of about 14km2, lying – as the moth flies – about 4km off the north coast of County Antrim in Northern 

Ireland. The island’s other nearest neighbours include the Mull of Kintyre on the Scottish mainland 23km away to the east, the 

Hebridean island of Islay 30km to the north, and the Inishowen peninsular in County Donegal 41km to the west. About 160 

people currently live on Rathlin, and daily ferry services to and from Ballycastle keep the island within easy reach throughout the 

year, bringing many tens of thousands of visitors during the main spring-summer tourist season.  

Among a multitude of reasons to visit this captivating island, Rathlin’s renowned wildlife is a draw for many, who come to view 

the truly phenomenal seabird colony, as well as seals, Irish Hares, wildflowers, and – with a little luck – a decent chance of 

spotting cetaceans or rare migrant birds.  Although these are Rathlin’s best known attractions for nature-loving visitors, the 

diverse range of habitats on the island supports a wide array of other animals and plants that provide limitless scope for any 

keen naturalist. (Check rathlincommunity.org for up-to-date information for planning a visit.) 

Painted Lady enjoying Common Knapweed in the lower end of the island. Beyond, the upper end of the island stretches along 

the horizon, the distinctive white cliffs instantly recognisable even in the far distance. 

 

http://www.rathlincommunity.org/
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Approaching Rathlin by ferry, the island’s black and white geological landscape is distinctive – a combination of underlying Ulster 

White Limestone capped with the younger basalt of the Antrim Lava Group (which in places shows some striking columnar 

formations originating from the same period and processes that created the Giant’s Causeway). Roughly a reversed L shape, the 

island’s two arms stretch to the west and south, as if open wide to welcome you into the main harbour of Church Bay.  

From the harbour, if you head westwards up the longer arm of the island, you’ll soon discover why this is known as the ‘upper 
end’, the reward being views that will take your breath away if the climb hasn’t done so already. The flat top of Slieveard 
(Kilpatrick) at 134m is the highest point on the island, and much of the coast has vertical cliffs reaching up to about 100m. Take 
an easier stroll south from the harbour – the ‘lower end’ – and you’ll pass most of the island’s houses and services, and then 
several freshwater loughs on your way to the Rue, Rathlin's southern tip.  
 
 

Climate 

Rathlin’s climate presumably has a significant influence on the island’s Lepidoptera, and it certainly also has a significant 

influence on the activity of the lepidopterist! The island’s exposed location creates somewhat windier and more temperate 

conditions than on the mainland. Met Office data for the nearest location to Rathlin, Ballypatrick Forest, about 10km to the 

south, records an average annual rainfall of 1313mm, and temperature range of average annual minimum 5.7*C to maximum 

11.5*C (over the period 1981-2010.) Windfinder gives an average annual windspeed for Rathlin of 11 knots (gusts 14 knots), 

based on records from Dec 2011 to March 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Wind stats for Rathlin Island from Windfinder.com, derived from observations for the period Dec 2011 to March 2021. 

For an island lepidopterist, the biggest climate factor in the success of mothing activities is probably the wind speed, followed by 

temperature. A bit of rain doesn’t necessarily stop moths getting on the wing, but on a windy, cold night very few moths will 

venture into a light trap.   
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Formal designations 

Rathlin is astoundingly well-endowed with natural, historical and cultural heritage. Here our focus is the island’s biological 

riches, and these are recognised by a slew of designations – ASSIs, SPA, SAC, MCZ, AONB... a veritable alphabet soup! Ballycarry, 

Ballygill North, Kebble, Kinramer South, and the Rathlin Island Coast have been declared as Areas of Special Scientific Interest, 

each area significant for its particular species communities within distinct types of heathland, grassland, wetland and cliff 

habitats, including nationally rare plants such as Pyramidal Bugle and Oysterplant. Other designations – Special Area of 

Conservation, Special Protected Area, Marine Conservation Zone – relate to the notable features of the island’s marine 

environment, part of which is the internationally important colonies of cliff-nesting seabirds. Further distinction sees Rathlin as 

part of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, being included within the Antrim Coast and Glens AONB. 

Additionally, various parts of Rathlin are nature reserves, including land owned/managed by the Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), the National Trust, and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the latter 

particularly working to provide habitat to support the return of Corncrakes and Choughs. Other private landowners also manage 

their land following practices that are sympathetic to these and other species.    

Although none of these designations specifically recognise Rathlin’s moths or butterflies, in practice where good quality habitats 

are protected, their associated lepidopteran fauna also benefit. We hope that by highlighting the diversity of Lepidoptera 

observed here in our four years of recording, we will add evidence demonstrating the importance of Rathlin’s habitats, to help 

ensure their protection for the future.  

 

 

 

 
A Flame caught at one of our most scenic moth-trapping locations, overlooking Rathlin harbour. This is a species we have only 

seen on five occasions, all in 2019 and 2020. 
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Rathlin’s habitats for Lepidoptera 
 

In this section we briefly describe the habitats on Rathlin in terms of their significance for moths and butterflies, as far as we 

have observed.  

As an island, a key feature of Rathlin’s habitats is the influence of its maritime situation. Any point on the island is less than 1km 

from the coast, which in most parts consists of high sea cliffs and rocky shoreline. Correspondingly, the Lepidoptera community 

here features many coastal species, including those that are dependent on specifically coastal plants (for example, Netted Pug 

and Caryocolum vicinella, which both feed on Sea Campion, and Rhigognostis annulatella, which feeds on Common Scurvy 

Grass), as well as species with less specifically coastal foodplants that for whatever other reason have a mainly coastal 

distribution, such as the Grayling butterfly, Square-spot Dart, Confused and Delplanqueia dilutella. 

 

Heath, grassland and wetlands along the north cliffs viewed from Ballyconagan (left), and conifer plantation, vegetated 
roadsides and some deciduous trees surrounded by open heath at Kinramer and beyond (right). 

Another key feature of Rathlin is the less intensive use of the rural landscape, with a relatively high proportion of the land 

designated as nature reserve and/or managed with specific aims for nature conservation in mind (although not specifically to 

benefit any particular moth or butterfly species). Much of Rathlin is managed as rough grazing within a mosaic of unimproved 

grassland, heath and wetland habitats, which most of the island’s walking trails will lead you through. The botanical diversity of 

these habitats is the basis for the ASSIs declared at Kinramer South, Ballygill North, Ballycarry and the Rathlin Island coast. The 

island’s farmland also includes unimproved and semi-improved silage meadows. 

In the more upland areas, dwarf shrubs dominate and in late summer turn much of the island to a glorious vision of purple and 

gold, as the Western Gorse flowers amidst Bell Heather and Ling. Some heathland moth species, such as True Lover’s Knot and 

Cydia ulicetana, occur in great abundance in these habitats, and others including Emperor Moth and Wood Tiger can be a 

frequent sight by day, although both of these are usually experienced as a colourful blur racing past at top speed. More open 

areas contain extensive swathes of sedges and grasses, where the characteristic species including Common Cotton-grass, Purple 

Moor Grass, Wavy Hair-grass and Tufted Hair-grass, support abundant moth species such as Antler and Large Ear, as well as the 

locally common Anomalous and Haworth’s Minor. Several willow species (Creeping, Eared, and Grey Willow) occur commonly as 

scattered shrubs, and as important foodplants for many moth species they are often highly rewarding places to search for 

caterpillars.  

Adult Lepidoptera generally don’t mix well with water, but various wetland vegetation types are important as foodplants for 

their caterpillars, and there are even a few species that have aquatic larvae, including the Brown China-mark which is common 

on Rathlin. The island has several freshwater loughs, in some areas with quite extensive Phragmites reedbeds that are habitat 

for numerous moths including the abundant Smoky Wainscot and the less common Large and Southern Wainscots. Alders and 

willows growing in wet margins also support many moth species. Green-veined Whites can be seen in their dozens fluttering 

about patches of rush pasture, in spring joined by Orange-tips as they seek out Cuckooflower to lay their eggs. The micro-moth 

Bactra lancealana is ubiquitous in similar habitats, although far less conspicuous despite being much more numerous. 

Glyphipterix schoenicolella, a species half as small again at only 3-4mm, is even easier to overlook but can also be found 

abundantly in the plentiful patches of Black Bog-rush.  

The unimproved meadows grown for silage are species-rich, providing foodplants and nectaring opportunities for a wide range 

of Lepidoptera species (not to mention many other invertebrates). Grass Rivulet is common where Yellow Rattle grows, and 

areas with Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil can be bustling with Six-spot Burnets and Common Blues at the right time of year. 

Although unpopular with many farmers (not always justifiably), Common Ragwort is indeed common on Rathlin and is an 

important plant for native species – it is famously feasted upon by Cinnabar larvae, and the flowers are a magnet for nectaring 
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butterflies, moths and other insects both by day and after dark. The same is true of the various thistle and umbellifer species 

that flourish in meadows, roadsides and unimproved grasslands. In general, many of the native plants viewed as weeds, or even 

‘problem weeds’, are the ones that support a large proportion of our native invertebrates. 

Common Blue butterfly feeding on White Clover in a species rich silage meadow (left), and a vibrant patch of Common Ragwort, 
Spear Thistle, and other ‘weeds’ growing on the shores of Mill Bay, providing food and shelter for a wide range of insects (right). 

A plantation at Kinramer, established in the 1950s and mainly comprising Sitka Spruce and larch, provides the island’s main 

coniferous habitat. Although a relatively recent part of Rathlin’s landscape, we have found a number of moth species that 

specialise on conifers to be present here. The edges of the plantation are resplendent with Usnea lichens (perhaps able to 

flourish due to the particularly clean air), which appear to have enabled the rare Dotted Carpet to colonise. Additionally, in such 

an exposed area, the plantation may provide enough shelter to adjacent habitats to enhance their suitability for other species. 

Otherwise, established trees are conspicuously lacking on Rathlin, so many woodland Lepidoptera species are absent here, even 

though they may be common just across Rathlin Sound. The largest area of deciduous trees, close to the harbour and the two 

churches, is dominated by non-native Sycamore, which does not support a diverse insect community. Nonetheless, there is also 

some Ash, as well as a few other native trees mixed among the Sycamores, and it can be surprising how many moth species 

specifically associated with these tree species are present in such tiny and isolated pockets of their required habitat. Hedgerows 

contain native shrubs like Blackthorn and Hawthorn, both supporting an impressive variety of moth species. Bramble and 

European Gorse also provide extensive shelter, and have their own communities of associated insects. 

Many gardens have been planted with fuchsia, buddleia, hebe and other hardy plants which, although not native, provide 

abundant nectaring opportunities for adult moths and butterflies. Around the harbour, other prominent plants include Red 

Valerian which attracts migrant Humming-bird Hawk-moths, and a profusion of yellow flowers of Sea Radish, which is popular 

with the white butterflies and other brassica-lovers. Similarly, the plentiful bindweeds, Ivy, Common Nettle, Hogweed, clovers, 

and many others support specialist and generalist Lepidoptera and contribute to the island’s insect habitats. 

This is really just a sample of the habitats and foodplants of Lepidoptera on Rathlin. With a wide variety of habitats comprising 

more than 400 vascular plant species, a great many of which have closely associated Lepidoptera, it is beyond our scope to 

mention them all. But it is the diverse range of plants and natural habitats present, and the quality of many of those habitats, 

that allows such a small area to support the great diversity of butterflies and moths that are described in this report.  

Take a walk on Rathlin in June and you’ll probably encounter Crambus lathoniellus, one of the many micro-moths that occur in 

Rathlin’s grassland habitats.   
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Rathlin’s Lepidoptera in context 
 

Rathlin has no formal status recognising its lepidopteran fauna, beyond being known as a site where numerous scarce species 

have been recorded (see section 3: Notable Lepidoptera on Rathlin), and also being of interest due to its isolated and 

undeveloped island character. In this section we aim to describe where the moths and butterflies of Rathlin fit into the rest of 

the lepidopteran world (or at least, within the UK and Ireland).  

In general, invertebrates are far less well studied than vertebrate species, but butterflies and increasingly also moths are at least 

better known than many insect taxa. Worryingly, available data for long-term species population trends points towards serious 

declines for many species at a national scale (State of UK Larger Moths 2021, State of UK’s Butterflies 2015), as part of the wider 

biodiversity crisis. The data we have for Rathlin isn’t sufficient to examine any trends over time, but we can at least consider the 

island’s overall species diversity in the wider context of what has been recorded elsewhere – how does Rathlin compare? 

Rathlin’s species diversity compared with the rest of UK and Ireland 

The number of species recorded at any particular site is strongly influenced how much recording effort is made at that location, 

but it’s also generally true that sites at more southerly latitudes within the UK and Ireland tend to record higher diversity, 

particularly sites on the coast that benefit from immigrants from continental Europe. This pattern was illustrated in a recent 

report on macro-moths, The State of Britain’s Larger Moths 2021 (Fox et al., 2021), where on a map of recorded macro-moth 

species richness at the 10x10km scale, all the locations with the very highest diversity (450+ species) occurred at latitudes 

further south than Rathlin, predominantly in southern England and Wales. This likely far exceeds the number of species we 

could ever hope to observe on Rathlin in total, as the island’s latitude (and related factors, such as climate) acts as a limiting 

factor.  

The same is true for butterfly diversity – hotspots of high diversity tend to be further south, as shown in a similar review of the 

nation’s butterflies, The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2015 (Fox et al., 2015). Site species diversity data for butterflies is also 

influenced by recording effort, but to a far less extent overall compared with moth species diversity, as there are far fewer 

butterfly species, and they are much easier to detect and identify, as well as being generally far more familiar to more people. 

This means the recorded species diversity probably quite closely matches the true species diversity for butterflies. 

With a relatively high level of recording effort over four years 2017–2020, we have recorded 15 butterfly species on Rathlin and 

not added any new species (see section 4: Our Lepidoptera recording 2017–2020), so we’re able to be pretty confident that 

we’ve recorded all the regularly-occurring species (unless there are small populations hiding in parts of the island we’ve not 

covered). However, for moths – an overwhelmingly larger group of species from many families – we can’t hope to achieve the 

same, as even with a great deal of recording effort it would be very difficult to record them all. Perhaps after many years’ 

recording we might get closer to understanding the true number of moth species on Rathlin.  

The UK-based research covered in the national reports mentioned 

above brackets Northern Ireland with Great Britain, but ecologically it 

makes (more) sense to consider NI data in the context of the island of 

Ireland. Irish mapping of species diversity for butterflies by the 

National Biodiversity Data Centre (Figure 4) shows a broadly similar 

latitudinal pattern, with some sites in the south where up to 30 

butterfly species have been recorded. This dataset has poor coverage 

of NI, but a separate Butterflies of Northern Ireland dataset (see 

https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Dataset/312) shows maximum 

species diversity recorded for any site in NI to be 24 species.  So in 

terms of overall number of butterfly species, Rathlin’s all-time list of 

17 species is not particularly remarkable. 

 

Figure 4. National Biodiversity Data Centre maps of the Butterflies of 

Ireland dataset. From https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Dataset/116 

Record dates appear to range from 1955 to 2021, and for Rathlin it 

appears there are only five records, all from 2011–2012, of four 

species.  

https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Dataset/312
https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Dataset/116
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For macro-moths, Moths Ireland has produced all-Ireland maps of recorded species density and number of records, at the 10km 

x 10km grid scale (Figure X). This shows sites where high species diversity has been recorded, but as the distribution of apparent 

hotspots of macro-moth diversity rather closely matches the locations of greater recording effort, it’s likely that the map better 

represents the distribution of keen moth-ers than reflecting the true pattern of macro-moth diversity (although it’s also possible 

that keen moth-ers choose high-quality areas to focus their recording efforts!). 

Unlike the Butterfly Conservation UK map, the highest category here is ‘only’ 250+ species, so there is no differentiation of the 

sites with really exceptional diversity. These maps were produced in 2015, before our recent recording efforts, but if they were 

to be updated with our data from 2017–2020, Rathlin would now be in the highest diversity category with 263 macro-moth 

species recorded to date. 

 

Figure 5. Moths Ireland’s all-Ireland maps of macro-moth species density and number of records at the 10km x 10km grid scale, 

from http://www.mothsireland.com/special-maps/ 

However, while the bare number of species recorded gives some indication of an area’s ecological importance (once latitude, 

recording effort etc. are accounted for), it is the presence of scarce and habitat specialist species that tells us more. We have 

written more about the notable species recorded on Rathlin (see section 3: Notable Lepidoptera on Rathlin), and this is where 

Rathlin’s unique attributes come into play, including the geographical location, the habitats present (see Rathlin’s habitats for 

Lepidoptera in section 1), and the extent of its isolation (or insulation) from the mainland as an island. 

Islands are always of great interest to naturalists, as their isolation tends to produce ecological oddities and unique communities 

of species. In isolation, species can develop unique traits and become distinct from their mainland cousins. While we’re not 

aware of any such examples among Rathlin’s Lepidoptera, the effect is demonstrated by the island’s famously golden variety of 

the Irish Hare, and a distinct form of Wood Mouse (Kelly et al., 1982). But who knows, with sufficient study there could be some 

unique Rathlin forms among the Lepidoptera out there to be discovered. 

Being a small island may also have some bearing on overall species diversity. Separation from the mainland is a barrier to some 

species, and there are numerous taxa that are rare or non-existent on Rathlin despite being common just 4km or so away on the 

mainland. However, an island also has great potential for attracting migrant and wandering species, being an opportunity for 

such travellers to make landfall after crossing the water. This is true of any coastal location, but a small island concentrates this 

effect, providing particularly good opportunities to observe and study such migration. This concentration of strays could 

potentially increase the chances of new species being able to colonise if acceptable habitat is available to them. In Rathlin’s case, 

the island might also act as a stepping-stone for species crossing from Scotland to Ireland or vice versa, aiding colonisation one 

way or the other. We’ve pondered whether this process might explain our discovery of Lempke’s Gold Spot on Rathlin – this is a 

species that occurs in mainland Scotland and is common (increasingly so) on Islay, but so far ours are the first records for the 

island of Ireland. Will the species make the next step to the NI mainland in the coming years? 

http://www.mothsireland.com/special-maps/
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2. Previous Lepidoptera recording 

on Rathlin – 1930s to 2016 
 

Prior to 2017, the moths and butterflies of Rathlin had been recorded sporadically since at least the 1930s, and within the 

species accounts in this report we include details of these previous records, particularly for species that we have not found 

ourselves during the last four years. Here we provide a brief summary of the previous Lepidoptera recording that has been done 

on Rathlin, including information that we have gleaned from the wonderful book The Butterflies and Moths of Northern Ireland 

(Thompson & Nelson 2006), records kindly passed to us by others – especially the NI moth and butterfly recorders, Andrew 

Crory, John McClean, and Ian Rippey – plus reports from the archive of Rathlin newsletter Island News, and a trawl of the 

scientific literature that is searchable online. There is likely to have been other work that we are not aware of, but this short 

chapter should give a general overview of the extent of recording that had taken place before our own efforts began in 2017.  

The earliest reference to the butterflies of Rathlin that we’ve been able to find comes from 1897, and briefly describes several 

species seen on a one-day visit in May as ‘fairly common’, although it didn’t make a clear distinction between observations 

made on the island and those made in the Ballycastle area (Standen, 1897). 

As far as we know, the first serious effort to record the Lepidoptera of Rathlin was in the late 1930s, when Neal and Denis 

Rankin made some studies of the island’s moths until the onset of the Second World War (Thompson & Nelson, 2006). There 

remain several species recorded by the Rankins that have not been found on Rathlin again since.  

Ornithologists trialling a bird observatory at the East Light during 1960-1961 noted Silver Ys and other moths attracted to the 

light’s beam (Watson, 2011), as no doubt many lighthouse keepers also observed over the years, but we don’t know if any 

specific details were recorded. Apart from a Humming-bird Hawk-moth reported in 1965 (MacMahon, 1966), there appears to 

have been a gap of nearly half a century before the island’s moths received much attention again. During the 1980s, RSPB staff 

ran moth traps on Rathlin, particularly Martin Gray in 1988 and Russell Cryer in 1989, who also did some recording of day-flying 

species. At this time, most of the trapping effort was in the area around Brockley, although other sites including Church Brae and 

Kebble were used at times. By 1990, RSPB staff had compiled a list of 148 macro-moth species that had been recorded on the 

island. 

Through the 1990s and early 2000s, Lepidoptera recording appears to have occurred only occasionally, although a couple of 

weekend mothing trips by Maurice Hughes, Dave Allen and others from Butterfly Conservation NI in 2001 found about 25 

macro-moth species that had not previously been recorded on the island (Hughes, 2002), notably including the discovery of 

Chestnut-coloured Carpet and Bordered Grey. This visit was also memorable for an 

incredible catch of over 1,100 Dark Arches in a single trap – a haul that we have not 

even come close to matching in recent years, with our largest total catches several 

hundred short of that, let alone singles species totals! Subsequently, an updated 

version of the complete Rathlin moth list, comprising 179 macro-moth species, was 

produced by Maurice Hughes in February 2002. 

Convolvulus Hawk-moth was recorded on the island for the first time in 2003, when 

the arrival of several of these impressively large insects caused enough of a stir to 

feature in the Rathlin newsletter Island News. Over the next 14 years, sporadic 

recording by visiting lepidopterists steadily found more new species, and by the end 

of 2016 the island macro-moth list had reached 197 species (Table 3). (It should be 

noted that records of rare species are regularly reviewed by regional and national 

experts, and recent reviews have resulted in a small number of species being 

considered unproven and so removed from the list – see Appendix 2.) 

Apart from a few casual records of relatively conspicuous species, Rathlin’s micro-

moths appear to have been almost entirely neglected until a weekend visit by John 

McClean and Ted Rolston in July 2013, during which they recorded 32 species. With 

very few additions in subsequent years, the island’s list of micro-moths stood at 37 

by the start of 2017 (Table 3). 

Snippet from the August 2003 edition 

of Island News reporting Rathlin’s 

first Convolvulus Hawk-moth (with 

thanks to Alison McFaul) 
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A list of Rathlin butterflies was compiled by Ian Rippey in early 2002, using all available previous records of butterflies on the 

island. We don’t have many details about these previous records, but it certainly seems that efforts to record butterflies on  the 

island had been limited and sporadic. This 2002 list contained 17 species (Table 3), and no further species have been added to 

this day, although it seems that a couple of formerly resident species have since been lost (see section 3: Notable butterflies).  

Table 3. Number of Lepidoptera species recorded on Rathlin up to the end of 2016.  

 Number of species 
recorded before 2017 

Butterflies 17 
Moths – macro 197 
Moths – micro 37 

All  251 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another clipping from Island News, this time featuring Dave Allen’s report on the 

legendary moth trapping session in July 2001 (thanks again to Alison McFaul). 
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3. Notable Lepidoptera on Rathlin 
 

Numerous species that have been recorded on Rathlin are scarce in a wider geographical context within Northern Ireland, and in 

some cases within the whole island of Ireland. From our recording efforts during 2017–2020, we have recorded some scarce 

species multiple times and in successive years, a good indication that they have established populations on the island. For others 

we can be less certain about their status on the island, particularly for those species where we have only a single recent record, 

or those that have not been seen on the island for decades. In this section we mention some of the most noteworthy species, 

but more details of their occurrence on Rathlin can be found in the following section on our recording (p. 22), and in the 

individual species accounts (p. 44). 

Some of the scarce species recorded on Rathlin are among those that have been identified as priorities for conservation, as well 

as other more common and widespread species that have been found to have declined markedly over recent decades. The 

Northern Ireland Priority Species list (NIEA, 2010) is under review, but the existing list – prepared in the mid-2000s and available 

in its current form since 2010 – includes 74 Lepidoptera, of which 41 (55%) have been recorded on Rathlin (although see notes 

to Table 4). The Ireland Red Lists take a whole-island approach, and its macro-moth list (Allen et al., 2016) and its butterfly list 

(Regan et al., 2010) included combined total of 49 species of threatened status plus 29 near-threatened or data deficient, and 14 

of the species on these lists (18%) have been recorded on Rathlin. Butterfly Conservation’s Northern Ireland Conservation 

Strategy (2018) highlighted 86 species, of which 25 (29%) have been recorded on Rathlin. Table 4 gives all species recorded on 

Rathlin that appear in one or more of these priority lists. 

 

Table 4. Lepidoptera species recorded on Rathlin that are listed in one or more of the Northern Ireland Priority Species list, the 
Ireland Red Lists for macro-moths and butterflies, and Butterfly Conservation’s Northern Ireland Conservation Strategy. Note 
that in some cases the most recent Rathlin record was many years ago, and such species may well no longer be present on the 
island. Of the few micro-moth species included on these lists, none have been recorded on Rathlin.  

*Ear Moth and Marbled Minor belong to species groups that require dissection for definite identification. Both these species 
groups both occur on Rathlin, and these particular species could well be present, but specimens have not been taken to confirm 
this. 

^A least one record of Dark Green Fritillary on Rathlin has been reported previously but we haven’t been able to track down the 
details. (There was also an unconfirmed sighting in 2017.)  

Common name 
Most recent 

Rathlin record 
NI Priority 

Species 2010 
Ireland Red List 

2010/2016 
BC NICS threat 
priority 2018 

Butterflies     

Small Heath 2020 Y Near threatened Medium 

Grayling 2020 Y Near threatened Medium 

Dark Green Fritillary^ <2006  Vulnerable Low 

Small Copper 2020   Low 

Common Blue 2020   Low 

Macro-moths     

Ghost Moth 2020 Y   

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 2020 Y  High 

Small Elephant Hawk-moth 2017   High 

Shaded Broad-bar 2020 Y   

Oblique Carpet 2020 Y   

Red Carpet 2020 Y Endangered High 

Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet 2020 Y   

Yellow Shell 2020  Near threatened Medium 

Galium Carpet 2020 Y   

Dark Spinach 1939 Y  Medium 

Grey Mountain Carpet 1988 Y Near threatened High 

Chestnut-coloured Carpet 2020   Medium 

Small Phoenix 2020 Y   
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Small Autumnal Moth 2020  Vulnerable Medium 

Pretty Pinion 1937 Y  Medium 

Grass Rivulet 2020 Y   

Marsh Pug 2017  Vulnerable Medium 

Netted Pug 2019   Medium 

Latticed Heath 2020 Y   

Bordered Grey 2020   High 

Dotted Carpet 2020  Vulnerable High 

Small Chocolate-tip 2020  Near threatened Medium 

Buff Ermine 2020 Y   

White Ermine 2020 Y   

Clouded Buff 2017   Medium 

Wood Tiger 2020 Y Near threatened Medium 

Garden Tiger 2020 Y   

Cinnabar 2020 Y   

Grey Dagger 2020 Y   

Light Knot Grass 2020  Vulnerable High 

Knot Grass 2020 Y   

Anomalous 2020 Y   

Green-brindled Crescent 2020 Y   

Mottled Rustic 2019 Y   

Rustic 2020 Y   

Crescent 2020 Y   

Rosy Rustic 2020 Y   

Ear Moth* ? Y   

Dusky Brocade 2020 Y   

Confused 2020   Medium 

Rosy Minor 2020 Y   

Marbled Minor* ?  Data deficient  

Sallow 2020 Y   

Centre-barred Sallow 2020 Y   

Brindled Ochre 2020 Y   

Dark Brocade 2011 Y   

Broom Moth 2020 Y   

Square-spot Dart 2020   Medium 

Garden Dart 1988 Y Near threatened Medium 

Small Square-spot 2020 Y   

Double Dart 2019 Y   

Heath Rustic 2020 Y   

Autumnal Rustic 2020 Y   

 

 

Notable butterflies 
None of the butterfly species recorded on Rathlin are especially rare or notable within the wider region, but Grayling is 

consistently highlighted as a species of concern (Table 4), and Rathlin is certainly a major stronghold of this butterfly in the 

region, with particularly impressive numbers seen in 2020. Small Heath is also a priority species, but with only a single 

observation during 2017–2020, it no longer appears to have an established population on the island. Similarly, Dark Green 

Fritillary has been recorded on Rathlin in the past, but with no definite sightings in recent years we do not believe this species is 

regularly present anymore.  

Small Copper and Common Blue are still quite common on Rathlin, but both are highlighted in the Northern Ireland 

Conservation Strategy, albeit ‘low’ priority, due to recent declines in NI.  
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Among Rathlin’s resident butterflies, the strong colony of Graylings is probably the most notable feature. The undersides of 

their hindwings camouflage them beautifully against their rocky clifftop environment, and because they invariably sit with their 

wings closed it is very rare to see the orange-panelled uppersides – here a rather raggedy male was trying to impress a female.  
 

Notable macro-moths 
Lempke’s Gold Spot, first recorded on Rathlin in 2019 and then several times in 2020, is not known from any other sites on the 

island of Ireland. Chestnut-coloured Carpet and Bordered Grey, both discovered on Rathlin in 2001 and subsequently recorded 

on numerous further occasions, are each known only from one other area in Northern Ireland (Binevenagh, Co. 

Derry/Londonderry and Peatlands Park, Co. Armagh, respectively (C. Mellon, pers. comm.). Similarly, apart from Rathlin, the only 

other NI site for Square-spot Dart is on the Copeland Islands, Co. Down. Dotted Carpet’s only known location anywhere in 

Ireland was at Breen Wood, Co. Antrim, until we very unexpectedly caught several on Rathlin in 2020. Apart from the Lempke’s 

Gold Spot (which was not known to occur in Ireland and therefore has no conservation status), each of these rare species was 

highlighted as high or medium threat priority in the Northern Irish Conservation Strategy, and Dotted Carpet was assessed as 

vulnerable on the Irish Red List (Table 4). 

 

Some of Rathlin’s most notable macro-moth species, clockwise from top left: Lempke’s Gold Spot, Chestnut-coloured Carpet, 

Dotted Carpet, Square-spot Dart, Bordered Grey. 
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Although known from more sites across NI and Ireland, the Rathlin species afforded the highest conservation priority status is 

Red Carpet, due to observed declines in the wider region. Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth has also been given high priority 

status, but the species is thought to be spreading and this may explain the recent appearance of this distinctive day-flying 

species on Rathlin.  

Rathlin has established colonies of several scarce species which are highly coastal in distribution and known from only a small 

number of other locations around the edges of the island of Ireland. These include Netted Pug, Thyme Pug, Confused, 

Feathered Ranunculus and Northern Rustic. Other species that seem to be present on Rathlin, but very scarce in the rest of 

Ireland, include Northern Deep-brown Dart, Red Twin-spot Carpet, Small Autumnal Moth, Small Chocolate-tip and Light Knot 

Grass. 

Both Marsh Pug and Clouded Buff, and to a lesser extent Small Elephant Hawk-moth, are very scarce in Northern Ireland, 

having been recorded at just a few sites. They have each been found only once on Rathlin, and their occurrence was perhaps 

more likely as chance migrants than as established members of the island’s fauna. Likewise, a Four-dotted Footman caught on 

Rathlin in 2013, and just the second Irish record of the species, was presumably a wanderer from elsewhere. Species such as 

these, while exciting rarities, are perhaps not of great conservation value on Rathlin unless they become established here. 

Several Rathlin species on the conservation priority lists have not been seen in recent decades. Grey Mountain Carpet, Garden 

Dart, and Pretty Pinion are in this category, but as each is represented by just a single old record there is extremely limited 

information about their original status on Rathlin. If they are still present on the island, they cannot be at all common. Targeted 

surveys may help reveal if these species do still occur on the island. 

Notable micro-moths 
Micro-moths have been much less studied than their larger cousins, and for most species a true picture of their Irish distribution 
is only just starting to emerge as more people begin to identify and record them. For this reason it is less easy to put most of 
Rathlin’s micro-moths into a wider context, and none of the handful of micro species highlighted as priority species have been 
recorded on Rathlin (hence, none feature in Table 4). Nonetheless, there are a few species which are clearly worthy of a 
mention here, and most of the following species are illustrated in the species accounts (or at least those that we managed to get 
a semi-decent photo of are!). 

Agonopterix subpropinquella, recorded on Rathlin several times since 2018, has not yet been found anywhere else in Northern 

Ireland, although it is known from scattered sites in other parts of the Irish coast. Prior to our sightings of Caryocolum vicinella 

in 2020, there were just three Northern Irish records (two of which were more than a century ago) and only a few more from 

elsewhere in Ireland. A Metzneria metzneriella on Rathlin in 2017, and a Bactra furfurana in 2018 were a seventh record and a 

third record for Northern Ireland, respectively. 

Delplanqueia dilutella is a common micro-moth on Rathlin, but it is known from only a few other coastal locations in Northern 

Ireland. Similarly coastal species, Rhigognostis annulatella and Eana penziana, both of which are regularly recorded on Rathlin, 

also appear to have few known sites on the Northern Irish mainland. 

 

Immigrant species 
Butterflies and moths that migrate to this country are always exciting for lepidopterists, especially somewhere as far north and 

west as Rathlin where most immigrant species only rarely occur. Our four years on the island have not produced a great variety 

of these travelling species, but those that have reached us have included some of the highlights of our mothing here. 

Migrant butterflies include the common Red Admiral, and the highly irruptive Painted Lady which arrived on Rathlin in mind-

blowing numbers in 2019, as well as Clouded Yellow which has not been seen on the island in recent years. 

The only immigrant moth species that have been recorded very commonly on Rathlin are Silver Y and Plutella xylostella 

(Diamond-back Moth). Dark Sword-grass and Humming-bird Hawk-moth have also been regular, averaging a few records each 

year. 

All other immigrant species have occurred only rarely in the last few years. Pearly Underwing and Udea ferrugalis (Rusty-dot 

Pearl) have only a few recent records each, and Nomophila noctuella (Rush Veneer) has occurred just twice. Delicate, Vestal 

and Convolvulus Hawk-moth, much scarcer migrants nationally, were all recorded once in 2020, and the impressively 

proportioned latter species was also seen on the island in 2003. 
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An uncommon but regular migrant, Humming-bird Hawk-moth is usually encountered hovering close to flowers as it probes for 

nectar with its impressively long tongue. This one was visiting flowers in pots at the West Light car park. 

 

Notable absences 
Among the species that have previously been recorded on Rathlin but were not seen again during 2017– 2020, the majority are 

known from only a single record. Some or all of these may have been genuinely rare or chance occurrences, and might never be 

seen on the island again. But there are some species – Northern Spinach, Small Rivulet, Annulet, Straw Underwing, Dark 

Brocade and Common Wainscot – that were recorded on multiple occasions spanning several years in the past, and in such 

cases it is intriguing that we have not found them in four years of quite intensive recording. We may have missed them simply by 

chance – if they are highly localised on the island, perhaps concentrated around a rare foodplant, we might just not have set 

moth traps in the right place to attract them. Alternatively, it is possible that species such as these were once established here, 

but for some reason have since disappeared. As mentioned above under Notable butterflies, we believe both Small Heath and 

Dark Green Fritillary to have been lost as resident species on Rathlin. 

We remain fascinated by what does and doesn’t occur on Rathlin, and how its Lepidopteran fauna reflects Rathlin’s island 

situation. While Rathlin has numerous species that are very rare on the mainland, there are also many that are common and 

widespread on the mainland (even as close as Ballycastle) but remain rare or unrecorded on Rathlin. A lot of these are woodland 

species, for which the island simply doesn’t have the right habitat. For example, there are a lot of moths that are closely 

associated with oak and birch, trees that are effectively absent on Rathlin. Some moths in this category have still occurred on 

the island as chance wanderers, but presumably could not become established here. 

There are a great many species that we consider could potentially occur on Rathlin, but have not been recorded here yet, and 

we cannot attempt to list them all here. In time, with continued recording effort, many more moth species will doubtless be 

added to the island list, especially with changing climate and the associated shifts in species distribution. There are, however, a 

few species that we have made particular efforts to look for, so far without success. Thrift Clearwing is one such species that we 

have speculatively searched for. Curious to test if Rathlin could be a site for this species, John McClean kindly loaned us a 

pheromone lure to deploy. Sadly, despite ample good habitat and good weather conditions at the time, no moths appeared. 

Similarly, we have wondered if Marsh Fritillary could feasibly occur on the island as there is plenty of suitable looking habitat, 

but we have seen no signs of the adults or the conspicuous larval webs. Ian Rippey has suggested that Green Hairstreak 

butterflies might also be possible in Rathlin’s habitats, and while we would have expected to have found them by now if they 

were present, you just never know... after all, Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth took us by surprise in 2019! 

In 2021 we observed multiple small holes near the base of established willows that looked suspiciously like the work of the 

Lunar Hornet Moth, which is so far not known to be present on Rathlin, and we are eager to investigate this further. It also 

occurs to us that no species of clothes moth is officially on the Rathlin list, although we are assured by many of the islanders that 

their feeding signs have been commonly observed over the years! There may also be potential to discover other species 

associated with human habitation. 

Of course, there remains much more to learn, and a comparison of species lists for Rathlin, the Antrim coast and Islay might 

suggest likely additions to the Rathlin Lepidoptera list. But part of what makes species recording exciting is that very surprising 

and unpredictable things do happen, and you should expect the unexpected. We can’t wait to see what further discoveries will 

be made here in the coming years.  
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4. Our Lepidoptera recording  

2017–2020  
 

A note about the data covered in this report 

In this section we summarise our own moth recording during 2017–2020, including all of our records up to 31st December 2020. 

We continued to make observations into 2021, but we were away from Rathlin for almost all of April to November. Despite this, 

we made a small number of records in 2021 which include the addition of two new species, Winter Moth and Agonopterix 

assimilella. To make our species totals as up-to-date as possible, we have included these new species where we report our 

overall species totals and in the species accounts. Otherwise for most purposes in this report we use the end of 2020 as a cut-off 

point, as the recording period can then be considered as four complete seasons for the vast majority of species.   

Methods and recording effort 

We include the following information about our recording effort to provide the necessary context for our records – we have in 

no way comprehensively and systematically covered the entire island, and the species recorded are subject to the limitations of 

our recording methods. Nonetheless, our a relatively small but consistent efforts in our spare time have accumulated into a 

significant contribution to understanding more about the Lepidoptera of Rathlin, and we are proud of the extent of recording 

and the numerous notable species records we have achieved. We also hope this may serve to inspire others to collect records 

for their own local patch.  

How often we recorded moths and butterflies... a near daily obsession! 

After arriving on Rathlin in late March 2017, our Lepidoptera recording began quite slowly, but we started moth trapping 

regularly from May 2017 onwards, whenever conditions allowed. We also aimed to record moths and butterflies whenever we 

encountered them – both during active searching and incidental observations in the field or even indoors – throughout the year. 

In an attempt to quantify the extent and progression of our obsession with recording moths and butterflies, we examined the 

number of dates on which we had made at least one species record (Table 5). Our recording efforts showed a fairly consistent 

pattern across each year, with an annual peak occurring during late spring and summer, corresponding to the season of greatest 

Lepidoptera activity, and also the season when weather conditions are more likely to be suitable for trapping. During May to 

August, on average we made records on 62% of days, building to a frenzied 80% of days in 2020, relieved only by days with poor 

weather. During the winter months, we made far fewer records, both because far fewer species are active, and because weather 

conditions conducive to light trapping are rare at this time of year, especially on Rathlin. 

 

Table 5. Recording effort shown by number of days per month with Lepidoptera records either by light trap or field 

observations, with more intense red showing higher values. Grey is used for the months before we started regularly recording, 

and those when we were away for more than half of the month. 

 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2017 2 11 19 16 17 1 2 1 69

2018 4 4 2 14 18 18 20 11 8 8 2 109

2019 3 7 8 14 20 21 22 17 17 4 1 134

2020 1 1 4 18 25 22 25 26 21 15 7 2 167
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Light trapping  

The most productive means of finding nocturnal moth species is by setting moth traps overnight, and moths observed by light 

trapping accounted for 82% of all our lepidoptera records.  

Although there are various designs of moth trap, they generally involve a bright light to attract the insects, and some sort of 

container to hold the moths when they arrive at the trap and retain them until the trap is checked in the morning.  

In 2017, we used a ‘Skinner’ trap and a ‘Robinson’ trap, both with powerful mains operated 125W mercury vapour bulbs, and a 

battery operated ‘Heath’ trap with a rather unreliable 6W actinic tube light. The electrics of the Skinner trap failed in 2018, and 

its butchered parts were then used to convert the Heath trap to use a pair of 2W LEDs. For 2019 and 2020 we used just the 

Robinson trap and the newly converted Heath trap. 

 

Battery operated 6W actinic Heath trap (left), running at Kinramer South. After 2018, this trap was adapted to use an LED light 

source (right). The battery-operated trap, although not nearly as bright as the 125W mercury vapour bulb in the Robinson trap, 

has the great advantage that it does not need to be plugged into a mains socket, and can be deployed in remote locations to 

target interesting habitats. 

Within Northern Ireland, in line with other parts of the UK, there are no restrictions on operating a moth trap (in contrast to 

requirements for a licence within Ireland and some other countries). A few Lepidoptera species are protected under NI law, but 

none of them are expected to occur on Rathlin.  

Like any method of wildlife trapping, moth traps do necessarily involve some level of interference in the animals’ natural 

behaviour, which we balance against the scientific value gained from the records obtained by these methods. We only consider 

trapping to be justifiable if the results are recorded and submitted to the relevant regional recording scheme, so that the 

information can contribute to research and conservation. During our studies on Rathlin, we ensured as far as possible that 

moths were unharmed by the trapping process, and below we describe our methods and the protocols we followed to mitigate 

risks to the moths’ welfare. 

We usually set traps running just as it was going dark, and returned to see what had been caught as soon as it was light in the 

morning (during the short summer nights this meant not getting much sleep!). It is vital to check the traps early as some moths 

that have been attracted to the light don’t actually go into the trap, settling instead on nearby walls and vegetation, so once 

daylight comes they will either hide themselves, or risk becoming an easy meal for the local Robins and Blackbirds if not assisted 

to safety. We are always amazed at how often the rarest and most exciting moths are found sitting outside the trap rather than 

inside it, and without getting there promptly, many of our best finds would have got away or been eaten. The early bird really 

does catch the moth! 

Our trap-checking process in the mornings was generally to immediately examine, identify and record all moths present 

(including those found resting nearby, which we assumed to have been attracted by the light and included in the trap records). 

Cardboard egg boxes placed within the trap serve as a handy substrate for the moths to settle on, and by gently lifting out each 

box in turn, most moths can be examined without disturbing or handling them. Any moth that presented an identification 

challenge could be placed into a small container (we saved empty spice jars for this purpose – we recommend those from 

Sainsbury’s, as their design allows for best viewing of the moth inside), and retained in the fridge where the cool temperature 

keeps the moth temporarily inactive. We did the same with specimens we wished to photograph for our records, keeping 

handling to a minimum when doing so.    
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It is always exciting to open up the moth traps in the morning and find out which moths were on the wing overnight. We often 

invited friends and visitors to watch and help us record the catch, which was always popular despite the early start. 

Some moths (particularly many of the micro-moths) cannot be reliably identified to species level by external features, and 

identification requires (lethal) examination of internal structures. This requires specialist expertise and equipment, and for the 

majority of such cases we were content to record an identification to the lowest taxonomic level possible without requiring 

dissection (usually called a species aggregate or “agg.”). For a very small number of cases (less than 20), where we had reason to 

believe that clinching identification would add significantly to existing knowledge, we judged it worthwhile to retain a specimen.   

After recording all moths in the trap, we found it best to keep them inside the trap – still resting on eggboxes – where most 

would remain inactive throughout the day. Retaining the moths in this way was a much safer option than releasing them to 

nearby bushes, where the local garden bird population would be thrilled to exploit a sudden abundance of easy prey appearing 

in their territory. During the day, the trap full of moths was kept in a cool, dark location (usually a garden shed) and kept secure 

from marauding Wrens and Blue Tits. But while keeping predators at bay, it was important to leave the trap and shed door 

slightly open, so that any moths that did wake up could find their way out, rather than disturb other moths or damage 

themselves. At dusk, the trap was taken outside – ideally to the location in which the moths had been caught – and either left 

for the moths to fly off themselves (most of them quickly revved themselves up on nightfall), or if reluctant to set off they were 

gently transferred into the cover of bushes. We did not trap in the same location on consecutive nights to avoid re-trapping the 

same individuals. 

Predictably, higher numbers of individual moths and species per trap occurred in late spring and summer, although poor 

conditions within this peak time could still result in small catches. Outside this peak the numbers recorded at the trap were 

lower, but it was always still well worth persevering to gain more records of the species that are active at other times of year, 

particularly as these tend to be under-recorded in general. A tiny handful of brave species are on the wing during the winter, but 

our attempts to attract them on the rare nights with conducive weather conditions unfortunately produced virtually nothing! 
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Where we deployed the light traps 

Throughout the four years of recording, trapping effort was very heavily concentrated around the upper end (west arm) of the 

island. This was mainly a matter of convenience, as we lived and worked in that part of the island. Figure 7 shows a map of all 

trapping sites used, and the number of trap nights carried out at each location over the four years. Trapping locations on any 

particular night were chosen according to weather conditions, particularly selecting sheltered sites based on the wind direction, 

and avoiding trapping at the same site on successive nights. 

The mains operated mercury vapour traps could only be used within an extension cord’s reach of an electrical socket, and were 

mainly operated in the gardens of the cottages at Kinramer and Cleggan. The Heath trap (whether used with an actinic bulb or 

LEDs) was less powerful but, being powered by a battery, could be taken to more remote sites, greatly increasing the range of 

locations and habitats that could be surveyed. The main sites used for the mobile trap were at Kebble, in Kinramer Wood, and 

near the clifftop above Cooraghy Bay, although other locations were tried occasionally. Only very occasionally did we set traps at 

the lower end of the island, and these were usually using the mobile Heath trap, although there were a couple of occasions 

when friends kindly allowed us to run the Robinson trap in their gardens. The furthest south we ventured with a trap was Mill 

Bay, and there remains much of the island where no trapping was done at all – something we aim to chip away at over the next 

few years. 

 

Figure 7. Moth trap locations used on Rathlin from 2017–2020. The trap site is at the centre of each circle, and the size of the 

circle represents the number of trap nights at that location. Inset: number of trap nights at each location. 
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How often we deployed the light traps 

Our general approach was to put out light traps whenever the weather and opportunity allowed. During the four years of 

recording, we carried out more than 400 trap-nights (we often ran two traps simultaneously in different locations, so this is 

counted as two trap-nights), of which 398 resulted in moth records (Table 6). There were also numerous occasions, mainly in the 

winter and early spring, on which traps were deployed overnight but no moths were caught at all. Regrettably, these blank 

nights were not recorded. 

Trapping effort varied between years and, although we trapped regularly during 2017, we increased the trapping effort 

considerably in the following years, and even more so in 2020 (Table 6). Within each year, trapping effort also varied greatly 

according to the time of year, in a seasonal pattern broadly similar to that shown for all recording dates in Table 5. With many 

more moths on the wing, and more nights with suitable weather conditions, the summer months inevitably received much more 

trapping effort than other seasons. However, the effort we made to trap during the spring and autumn, and even occasionally 

during the winter, was often particularly interesting and productive, as virtually no moth trapping had ever been done on Rathlin 

at these times of year before and many of the species recorded were new for the island.  

Table 6. Number of trap-nights from 2017 to 2020, broken down by month and by trap type. There were also several trap nights, 

mainly in the winter months, in which no moths at all were caught, and unfortunately these were not recorded and are not 

included in the table. 

  2017  2018  2019  2020  
All 

years 
  125W 

MV 
6W 

actinic 
 125W 

MV 
6W 

actinic 
 125 

MV 
4W 
LED 

 125 
MV 

4W 
LED 

 

January  0 0  0 2  0 0  0 0  2 
February  0 0  2 0  3 0  1 0  6 
March  1 0  3 0  3 2  2 0  11 
April  0 0  10 3  5 8  10 5  41 
May  7 2  16 2  10 11  13 4  65 
June  9 9  14 10  8 7  8 5  70 
July  8 8  10 11  12 14  13 12  88 
August  13 5  7 5  4 7  11 16  68 
September  0 0  3 1  5 4  6 11  30 
October  0 0  2 4  1 0  0 6  13 
November  0 0  0 0  0 0  2 2  4 
December  0 0  0 0  0 0  0 0  0 

Year total  38 24  67 38  51 53  66 61  
398 

All traps              62              105            104             127  

 

Other methods of attracting moths 

Not all moths are attracted to light, and other aspects of moth biology may be used by lepidopterists to attract moths to a 

location where they may be observed, usually by simulating either a food source or the presence of a mate. We made some 

attempts with these alternative methods, but unfortunately with very little success!  

In spring 2018, John McClean (NI recorder for micro-moths at the time) offered us the chance to survey for Thrift Clearwings 

using a pheromone lure – a small but potent vial of synthetic chemical simulating the specific compounds produced by the 

female Thrift Clearwing to attract mates. This scarce species had never previously been recorded on Rathlin but as the island’s 

coastal habitats supported the species’ foodplant, there was potential for this inconspicuous species to be present. We deployed 

the lure in suitable habitat several times but it did not attract any Thrift Clearwings.  

Several times we also had a go at ‘sugaring’, which involves a mixing a sticky concoction of sweet and volatile substances that in 

theory should attract moth species that seek out nectar and fermenting fruit (particularly autumn species), but although plenty 

of slugs, flies and earwigs enjoyed a sweet treat, it seems we never found the right recipe to suit the tastes of Rathlin’s moths. 

Although these methods of attracting moths were largely a failure, we had greater success with actively searching for moths in 

the field, including finding species that are not typically attracted to light, as we will cover next. 

  



26 
 

Field recording 

For those species that can’t easily be attracted, one has to venture out and find them in the field. Butterflies and the many 

species of day-flying moth are generally observed only in this way. Some nocturnal moth species don’t readily come to light 

traps, and many of these are more easily found by disturbing them from their daytime resting places among vegetation. There 

are also numerous species, especially among the micro-moths, that are most easily observed as larvae or the characteristic 

feeding signs left by the larvae on the (often highly specific) foodplants. 

Generally, we made field records of moths and butterflies without any particular strategy in site or habitat coverage beyond 

enjoying the variety of visiting different parts of the island through the seasons. Occasionally we searched with specific targets in 

mind, but more usually we set out with the only aim of looking out for anything interesting, and we made many incidental 

records while engaged in other activities. With this ad hoc approach it’s likely there is some bias in our records towards more 

‘interesting’ species – the ubiquitous species are more easily overlooked and it becomes difficult to record their true frequency 

without moth recording taking over life completely!  

Season, weather and time of day all have a big impact on the species and numbers likely to be seen, with warm, calm conditions 

tending to produce the most activity, and butterflies in particular mostly fly in sunshine. Many species need or prefer specific 

habitats. We spent most time field recording in grassland and heathland habitats around the upper end of the island, close to 

where we were living. We also frequently made observations in other parts of the island, but we likely under-recorded species 

that are more common around the harbour and the lower end – for example, Small Whites and Large Whites are easily seen 

around the Sea Radish and other plants of the Brassicaceae family growing abundantly near the harbour, but are scarce at the 

west end of the island.  

On Rathlin we found cliff edges to be surprisingly productive for finding and observing moths – perhaps many individuals find 

themselves at the edge of the land as it functions as a barrier, corridor, or arrival point for immigrants. The downside is it can be 

a very awkward and potentially dangerous environment to pursue moths in, and so many a time we’ve had to watch an 

interesting moth flutter out of reach over the edge! 

 

Rathlin’s dramatic cliffs are a dynamic environment where moths can be found, like this Twin-spot Carpet (but always take the 

utmost care if you go near the edge!).  

Often we detected moths and butterflies as they took flight from nearby vegetation. Shaking branches or bushes is said to be a 

useful technique to find moths by disturbing them from their hidden resting places, but our attempts trying this didn’t yield 

appreciably better results than our usual more passive approach of observing whatever we accidentally disturbed while walking 

through or near vegetation. 

Diurnal recording is very accessible as unlike light trapping it requires little equipment. We were able to add numerous moth 

species to the island list every year, armed only with keen eyes, a camera with a zoom lens, pockets full of empty spice jars, and 

a fair whack of patience for following flighty individuals. Most would agree a butterfly net is a useful piece of kit for the keen 

lepidopterist, but we didn’t have one at the time, and we found that we could usually just follow a flying moth until it landed, 

potentially providing useful information about its preferred habitat.  Once the moth had settled there was often an opportunity 

to get a snap of it in situ, and frequently the long camera zoom (up to 65x) was a very useful field tool to get an identifiable shot 

of the moth without disturbing it any further. If this wasn’t possible, we attempted to capture the moth in a small jar for closer 
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examination, and if necessary, retained it overnight to achieve an identification. Any moths we retained were kept in the fridge 

as the cool temperature makes them temporarily inactive, and then released unharmed either back in the site of capture or in 

appropriate habitat.  

To keep track of species and counts observed in a long field recording session, we usually used a mobile phone voice recorder 

app to record spoken notes as species were seen, and then species totals could be tallied up by listening back to the recordings 

at home. We found this easier and quicker than writing in a notebook, and voice notes can be made while still keeping watch on 

the surroundings for more moths! With either method, we made sure to review notes and input records the same day as far as 

possible – otherwise it becomes difficult to correct errors and omissions, as the memories of daily field sessions can blur into 

each other very quickly. 

During exceptional events like the 2019 Painted Lady invasion, a clicker-counter also proved useful to keep a tally of abundant 

species. For some very abundant species (mostly micro moths), we didn’t attempt to count them each time as it was too difficult 

or time consuming to achieve meaningful counts. When later we wanted to calculate an estimate of the total number of 

individuals recorded, we substituted a value of 20 for any record where no total had been specified - in the vast majority of 

cases this will be a conservative estimate of the true number observed.  

Nocturnal field recording 

We found searching at night by torchlight could also be a productive way of finding moths, particularly searching flowers for 

individuals feeding on nectar. We had most success with this method in late summer, and we found targeting flowering ragwort 

to be especially successful – on good nights we would find moths at almost every clump (which also really underlines the value 

of this much-maligned plant for wildlife). Other local plants which we found productive for finding moths feeding at night 

included fuchsia, hebe, buddleia, and ivy, especially as many of these continue flowering well into the autumn and beyond. We 

occasionally found moths resting on vegetation just by scanning hedgerows by torchlight, and caterpillars may be active at night 

too (see more on early life stages below). 

 

Angle Shades feeding after dark on fuchsia (left) and on ivy (middle), and Evergestis pallidata on ragwort (right). 

Early life stages 

In 2020 we greatly increased our efforts finding the early life stages of Lepidoptera species, mainly their larvae (more familiarly 

known as caterpillars), but also pupae and eggs (often called ova, singular ovum). This adds a whole new and addictive level to 

moth and butterfly recording, and resulted in several species being added to the island list despite no adults ever having been 

recorded. Most of these were micro-moths which are identifiable by the mines (feeding tunnels) and other structures their 

larvae make in the leaves of their foodplants.  

Most of our searching for caterpillars or other early life stages was not done in a systematic way – we generally recorded ad hoc 

observations while out looking for adult Lepidoptera or other creatures. Many caterpillars are active at night, so we spent time 

searching by torchlight, including during the winter months as many species overwinter as larvae.  

We found that it’s well worth looking out for caterpillars at any time of year, even in the winter months as there are many 

species that overwinter as larvae and we have had success by looking out for caterpillars basking on sunny days, hiding under 

rocks, or active on mild nights. Late summer into early autumn is particularly good for caterpillar hunting, as the peak of adult 

moth diversity in summer is soon followed by a boom in caterpillars. We’ve found willows to be especially rewarding for a wide 

variety of caterpillars, and a good tip is to try searching willows where they grow as isolated bushes in otherwise open heath or 

grassland habitats – we suspect this makes them islands of attractive habitat and concentrates moth activity. 
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When we made field records 

During 2017–2020, the number of records of Lepidoptera we made in the field was low in the winter months (11 or fewer 

records each month November to March in all years), and greatest in the summer, in a seasonal pattern that closely follows the 

overall pattern for all our Lepidoptera recording as shown in Table 5. Again here we will emphasise that we made 

overwhelmingly more daytime searching effort in 2020 compared with other years – 64% of all our field records were made in 

2020, and 19% were made in 2019. Summer 2020 was our most productive period for records, with each month from May to 

August having between 20 and 23 dates when records were made, and the highest monthly total of records was for August 

when 373 records were made. The greatest number of records in any previous month was 98 field records, made in July 2019. 

As well as just the sheer increase of records made in 2020, another key difference was that we spent far more time during the 

middle of the day in 2020, producing more records of butterflies and species active in sunshine. 

Where we did field recording 

As with our moth trapping, the majority (77%) of our field records, including nocturnal recording and early life stages, were 

made at the western end of Rathlin, in the townlands of Kinramer North, Kinramer South, Cleggan and Kebble, all areas that are 

within easy walking distance of where we were living and working (Figure 8). We also made records whenever we ventured 

elsewhere around the island, but we did this less frequently, and as we tended to start our outings in the morning, we spent 

relatively less time searching these areas over the mid- to late-afternoon period, and only very occasionally searched at night.  

 

 
Figure 8. Map showing locations of field records made on Rathlin during 2017–2020, with pie chart showing the number of dates 
on which records were made for each site; sites with fewer than 10 dates when records were made are combined into the 
‘other sites’ category. Size of map markers is scaled to the number of field record dates (and shouldn’t be interpreted as 
indicating spatial coverage). Site names correspond to townland names or specific landmarks within townlands near where 
records were usually made, and markers are centred on typical record locations (usually on a road or walking trail). 

Records from others 

The vast majority of Lepidoptera recorded from 2017 to 2020 were seen by one or both of us, but we have also included 

sightings made by other islanders and visitors that we are aware of – the details of these records are in the individual species 

accounts.   
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Overall results: Lepidoptera recorded 2017–2020 

During 2017–2020, we accumulated a total of 10,123 Lepidoptera records on Rathlin Island (Table 7). These were dominated by 

moths, particularly the macro-moths (nearly 70%), with butterflies accounting for only about 7% of all records and 14% of all 

individuals recorded.  

Table 7. Number of records and number of Lepidoptera individuals recorded by all methods, for each year, species category and 

life stage.  *Some values for counts of individuals are approximations – see text for details. Eggs are omitted for micro-moths as 

we did not observe any in the field (they are extremely small!). 

  Number of records  Count of individuals* 

  2017 2018 2019 2020 All years  2017 2018 2019 2020 All years 

Butterflies  27 107 248 373 755  105 528 3,739 2,037 6,409 

adults  26 105 248 369 748  104 507 3,739 1,964 6,314 

larvae  1 2  3 6  1 21  71 93 

eggs     1 1     2 2 

Macro-moths  1,136 1,737 1,730 2,455 7,058  4,315 7,195 7,823 10,881 30,214 

adults  1,134 1,726 1,715 2,321 6,896  4,313 7,174 7,795 9,931 29,213 

larvae  2 11 15 133 160  2 21 28 795 846 

eggs     1 1     155 155 

Micro-moths  288 512 441 1,069 2,310  928 1,934 1,233 4,702 8,797 

adults  287 510 440 1,042 2,279  927 1,913 1,213 4,290 8,343 

larvae  1 2 1 27 31  1 21 20 412 454 

All  1,451 2,356 2,419 3,897 10,123  5,348 9,657 12,795 17,620 45,420 

 

The vast majority of records were of adults, and 82% were recorded at a light trap. However all butterfly records and 9% of adult 

moth records were made in the field (this occasionally included moths attracted to building lights, or individuals that were found 

indoors). We also made field records of larvae whenever we could identify them, and very occasionally found identifiable eggs, 

but these other life stages made up less than 2% of all records. We give more details on light trap and field records in following 

sections.  

We estimate that these 10,123 records represent approximately 45,420 individual lepidopterans observed over the four years. 

This is an approximate value because for a small proportion of records (150, less than 1.5% of all records) we only recorded the 

species as ‘present’ – generally these are field observations of abundant and ubiquitous species where it would be impractical 

(and tiresome!) to frequently attempt to count them. For such cases, in order to quantify the total number of individuals seen, 

we have substituted a value of 20 as a conservative estimate of the likely minimum number observed.  

Again, from the numbers of records Table 7 you can see how the moths dominate: 86% of all lepidopterans we recorded were 

moths (this would be even higher if we hadn’t had a major invasion of Painted Lady butterflies in 2019!). Even the number of 

micro-moths was usually at least twice the number of butterflies we observed, except in 2019. About three-quarters of all 

individuals seen were recorded at a light trap (we estimate this to be 33,702 individual moths), which really highlights the value 

of this method for observing moths – otherwise virtually none of these moths would ever be encountered. Moths may live their 

lives under the radar compared to butterflies, but collectively they are far more abundant than their attention-grabbing cousins.   

Also obvious from Table 7 is the variation among years in the number of records made, and correspondingly the number of 

individuals observed, particularly the lower values in 2017, when we did less trapping and hardly bothered with butterflies, and 

the higher values in 2020, when we did far more recording than in previous years. 
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Number of species recorded 2017–2020  

In each year we recorded between 232 and 358 Lepidoptera species, and an overall total of 417 species over the four year 

period (Table 8). There is a full list of species in Appendix 1, and details for each species are provided in the species accounts 

section (p. 44).  

 

Table 8. Number of species in each category recorded for each year 2017–2020, and overall for the four year period.  

 2017 2018 2019 2020 4-yr total 

Butterflies 13 13 14 15 15 

Macro-moths 147 177 186 204 238 

Micro-moths 72 99 91 139 164 

All 232 289 291 358 417 

 

We also observed at least an additional 5 taxa (Cnephasia sp., Phycitodes/Homoeosoma sp., Amphipoea sp., Mesapamea sp., 

Oligia sp.) representing species of an indistinguishable pair or aggregate (‘agg.’) that we were not able to definitively identify 

without microscopic inspection of their genitalia or some other lethal method. Most of these taxa include several species that 

are all likely to occur on the island, some of which have been confirmed in the past. To confirm the specific identification of 

these taxa on Rathlin would require specialist expertise and equipment, and although such study would add several species to 

the Rathlin list, we have generally been content to simply record them as unspecified ‘agg.’ Although these can’t be included our 

species totals, we have given more details for these taxa in the species accounts section. 

During our first year on Rathlin (2017), we recorded a total of 232 species, then in each subsequent year we not only managed 

to add new species, but made year-on-year increases in the year total (just! – in 2019 we recorded only two species more than 

2018), so that 2020 was our most productive year with a total of 358 species. Obviously this does not result from Rathlin’s 

Lepidoptera diversity increasing year on year, but is due to our increasing recording effort. This is clear from the number of 

records made annually (Table 7), and there was a particularly marked increase in recording of micro-moths. 

 

Species added to the Rathlin list 2017–2020 

While encountering species we have not personally recorded before is always exciting to us, finding species that have never 

been recorded on Rathlin before is even more of a thrill because it expands the limits of what is known about the island’s 

Lepidoptera. Each year from 2017–2020 we added between 19 and 65 moth species to the Rathlin list, adding a total of 196 new 

species across the four years (Table 9). We did not manage to see any butterfly species that have not previously been recorded. 

It’s not too surprising that a majority (67%) of the new species added were micro-moths, as these had been given far less 

attention in the past. It’s also unsurprising that the highest numbers of annual additions were made in 2018 and 2017 (65 and 59 

species respectively), as during the early stages of a new period of frequent recording the likelihood of finding new species is 

high, and we were trapping more extensively than had ever been done here before. In 2019 we maintained similar recording 

effort as 2018, and managed to record slightly more species overall than in 2018 (Table 9), but this included only 19 new 

additions to the Rathlin list – it was becoming harder to find new species. 

Then in 2020, thanks to greatly increasing our recording effort we managed to smash our previous annual species totals, and 

recorded 53 species new to Rathlin. (2021 is not included in Table 9 because we were away from the island for all of the main 

Lepidoptera season, but we did still add a further two additions to the island list.) 

 
Table 9. Species recorded on Rathlin for the first time in each year 2017–2020, and totals for the whole period overall.  

 2017 2018 2019 2020 4-yr total 

Butterflies 0 0 0 0 0 

Macro-moths 16 28 5 16 65 

Micro-moths 43 37 14 37 131 

All 59 65 19 53 196 
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Species recorded annually, and those recorded less regularly  

Of the 417 Lepidoptera species we recorded during 2017–2020, just under half (190 species, or about 46%) are common or at 

least regular enough to have been recorded in each of the four years. In contrast, around a quarter (111 species, or about 27%) 

were recorded only in one year. These are clearly species that are more difficult to encounter, either because they are genuinely 

rare on Rathlin, or because they are hard to find or require a targeted effort to locate them. The extra recording effort of 2020 – 

even though largely untargeted – was very productive for finding species we hadn’t encountered before, resulting in 68 species 

that had not been recorded in the previous three years. By comparison, each of the preceding three years only had between 13 

and 16 species not recorded in any of the other years. 

Considering the different species categories, i.e. macro-moths, micro-moths, and butterflies, there are some interesting 

differences between them in terms of the likelihood of encountering a particular species (Figure 6). Most of the butterfly species 

on Rathlin were seen in every year, as this is a small group of generally conspicuous day-flying species. Among macro-moths, just 

over half were seen in every year, whereas for micro-moths this proportion is nearer a third, with the proportion seen only in 

one year also about a third. 

The higher proportion of macro-moths seen every year probably has something to do with how effective frequent light trapping 

is at attracting most species in this group. For most species, if they are present in an area, they will regularly appear at moth 

traps set nearby. By comparison, more micro-moth species were found by day in the field than in light traps, and finding things 

by this method is more reliant on encountering them by chance, explaining why so many avoided detection in some years.  

Among possible reasons why more micro-moth species were found by day than at light traps, it could be that micro-moths are in 

general less strongly attracted to light, or cover less distance at night making them less likely to come within range of a trap. 

They also tend to be easily disturbed to take flight from vegetation during the day, while many macro-moths stay hidden. 

Whether a species is rare or common, often it is luck that plays a big role in moth recording, but it is also true that the more 

effort you make, the more often you get lucky! For 72 species, our only experience of them is a single record, usually of only a 

single individual. And nearly half of all species (204) were encountered fewer than 10 times across the four years. 

 

 

Figure 6. Number and proportion of species recorded in 1, 2, 3 and 4 years, for macro-moths, micro-moths and butterflies.   
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Light trapping results 

Moths recorded by light trapping 

From 8,325 records made by light trapping during 2017–2020, we recorded total of 33,702 individual moths of 361 taxa (some 

could not be identified to species level, see list on p.30). This represents most (86%) of the total of 422 moth taxa we recorded, 

as well as the lion’s share (82%) of all our Lepidoptera records. Over half of species recorded by light trapping (199 taxa, 55%) 

were never recorded by any other method, and some of the most abundant species observed at light traps were seldom, if ever, 

encountered in any other circumstances (e.g. Dark Arches, Flame Shoulder). 

During 2017–2020, our catches with the year’s greatest number of species occurred in July or August of each year, ranging from 

61 to 78 species in a single trap (Table 10, table of month maxes for each year). The seasonal pattern in maximum catch diversity 

was fairly consistent across the four years (Table 10), although the results for 2017 lagged behind the later years, perhaps mainly 

a result of the generally less favourable weather that failed to produce any really big boom nights. The weather is also probably 

the biggest factor in other differences observed between years – the unusually high maximum recorded in May 2018 (38 

species) occurred in a run of exceptional warm and dry conditions, and 2020 somewhat bucked the general trend by peaking in 

August after a comparatively slow July.  

Table 10.  Maximum number of species recorded per light trap session for each month 2017–2020, and the range of the 5 

largest catches of each year.   

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Range of top 

5 catches 

2017   2  26 50 61 43     209-300 

2018 1 2 2 13 38 55 78 58 24 6   
390-424 

2019  4 6 8 29 57 77 54 24 4   
342-830 

2020 
 

2 3 11 33 60 56 75 25 6 13 
 

404-620 

 

The largest number of individual moths we recorded at a single light trap catch was 830, an exceptional event on the night of 

23rd July 2019 that involved well over 200 more moths than either the second biggest catch of that year, or indeed catches of 

any year: our largest light trap catches of other years ranged between 300 and 620 moths (Table 10). 

In general, the catches containing the greatest number of individual moths also contained the greatest number of different 

species, but that is not always the case, as the spread of datapoints in Figure 8 shows. The number of species recorded per trap 

reached a plateau in the region of 70 species, and this level of diversity was seen in catches vastly different in overall size. The 

most diverse catch we made in four years, on 8th July 2018, contained 77 species among a catch of just 334 moths – even higher 

diversity than in the far bigger catch of 830 moths on 23rd July 2019. This catch, and some other relatively large catches, had 

lower species diversity than might be expected for the overall number of moths, being dominated by just a few species that 

happened to be very abundant on those occasions. On 4th June 2018, for example, in a catch of 250 moths of 32 species, 

Cinnabar and White Ermine made up 94% of the catch. Similarly, a fairly large catch of 350 moths on 20th August 2018 was 

made up of just 35 species, and 169 Blastobasis adustella accounted for 48% of the catch. More details of the most frequently 

recorded species are given in a later section.  

The first big moth catches of the year are usually dominated by Hebrew Characters (left). Later in the spring it is the turn of 

Cinnabars and White Ermines (right) to arrive in the trap in high numbers.  
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Figure 8. Relationship between total number of individual moths and number of different moth species recorded, for the three 

light trap types over four years of trapping. The 125W MV trap was used in all four years from 2017–20, whereas the 6W actinic 

trap was used in the first two years (2017–18), and the 4W LED used in the latter two years (2019–2020). 

How many species were caught by trap type and location 

The largest catches were made by the 125W MV trap, with its much more powerful light. The top 17 catches by number of 

individuals were all using this trap, and also the top 19 catches by number of species (Figure 8). The 193 species caught in the 

MV trap over four years was also higher than the other trap types, including 75 species not recorded in either of the other traps.  

Although generally trapping fewer individual moths, the actinic and LED light traps still earned their keep, the former producing 

81 species overall (2 unique to the actinic trap), and the latter 130 species (12 unique), and each of these trap types was only 

used for two years. This was our first experience using LEDs to attract moths and we found it to be at least as effective as the 

actinic bulb, with the benefit of far greater ease of use (more reliable, longer bulb life, longer battery life etc.). We won’t 

attempt any further comparison of these two traps, partly because we found the actinic bulb did not work reliably, and also we 

had gained greater experience in where and when to deploy the trap by the time we switched to using the LEDs. 

At our most frequent MV trapping sites, Kinramer Cottage (in the townland of Kinramer South) and Cleggan Cottage (Cleggan), 

on a good night in summer we could expect to get more than 50 moth species, although even in peak season our catches could 

still be as low as 12 species on a slow night. There was little to pick between the two sites for which was the best, but Cleggan 

Cottage just nudges into first place with a peak of 78 species recorded on 8th July 2018, while the biggest night at Kinramer 

Cottage produced 77 species on 23rd July 2019. At both sites we recorded more than 70 species on 4 occasions. Trapping at the 

West Light was not as productive as we’d hoped, probably due to the site being too exposed to the wind, but while it didn’t 

produce particularly large or diverse catches, it did attract some notable species such as Netted Pug and Thyme Pug.  

For the mobile Heath trap, a sheltered valley next to a reedbed at Kebble became one of our favourite sites, consistently 

producing an excellent variety of species including many that we rarely found elsewhere. Two of our three biggest catches (in 

terms of number of species) in the Heath trap were at this location, including a peak catch of 56 species on 29th July 2020. This 

catch was beaten only by a trap set at Kinramer Wood, another of our most regular sites, on 16th August 2020, which also 

produced 56 species among a bigger total haul of 335 moths. Another nearby spot, at the clifftop above Cooraghy Bay, was 

perfectly sheltered whenever the wind was in the north, and this site was very successful for targeting coastal species and 

rarities like Chestnut-coloured Carpet and Bordered Grey. Being on the south-facing side of the island, we hoped it would be a 

fruitful location for catching migrant species, and this turned out to be the case when a Convolvulus Hawk-moth was caught 

there on 22nd August 2020. 
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The island’s premier moth trapping site at Cleggan Cottage has it all – a garden with an abundance of trees, shrubs and flowers, 

surrounded by heathland and grassland, sheltered from most wind directions, with owners that are moth-friendly, and most 

important of all, remarkably tolerant of moth nerds hanging about at all hours! 

We trapped at sites away from the west end of the island only a few times. In 2019 we were able to run a trap at two garden 

locations in the ‘lower end’, both of which were very productive – we recorded 57 species at a garden in Ballynagard in late 

June, and 49 species at a Demesne garden in late July (with grateful thanks to the residents for agreeing to host the trap 

overnight), including some species that we never recorded at other sites, including Mottled Rustic, Barred Rivulet and Scoparia 

subfusca. Grey Dagger seems rare in the west of the island, but larvae were easily found around the chapel in 2020, indicating 

that it might be much more common on Rathlin than our records suggest. These locations and no doubt others have potential to 

be just as productive as our regular sites, or potentially more so – more work here is needed! 

The thrill of light trapping is the unpredictability of each night, and the exciting anticipation of not just how many, but which 

particular moth species might show up – of course always hoping for something new, snazzy and ideally rare too!  Many species 

have short flight seasons – any individual moth is only on the wing for a short period (lifespan of adults range from only a few 

days to a few weeks) and there are many other factors that influence the moths’ behaviour, so this means you never know what 

you’re going to get.  During the periods of peak moth activity when 50+ species per night were possible, over the course of a 

month we would accumulate well over 100 species, and in our most diverse month of light trapping (July 2019) we recorded 175 

species (Table 11). During July 2019 we made a particularly high level of trapping effort – in fact the most July trap nights of any 

year, although 2020 had only one fewer trap night and we recorded 11 fewer species in that month. 

Table 11. Total number of species recorded in moth traps in each month 2017–2020, where at least one moth was trapped. 

 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2017   2  46 108 120 95     

2018 1 3 4 20 71 130 157 105 31 18   

2019  6 12 20 58 110 175 104 45 4   
2020 

 
2 5 28 83 116 164 159 56 9 18  
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Species most frequently recorded at light traps 

Our light trap records were dominated by a relatively small selection of regular customers – 16 taxa accounted for just over half 

of all moths trapped (Table 12). It’s likely these are among Rathlin’s most common and abundant species, although the data will 

be biased towards species that are strongly attracted to light and/or inhabit the habitats where most trapping took place. 

The top two species – True Lover’s Knot and Dark Arches – were particularly abundant during their flight seasons and overall 

recorded more often than any other species, with the number of individuals of each totalling more than twice the third most 

common species, and each represented a large share of all moths trapped, at 8.0% and 7.6% respectively (Table 12). However, 

our own peak count of 169 Dark Arches in a single trap seems paltry compared with a legendary catch of over 1,100 of them on 

one night in July 2001 (see section 2: Previous Lepidoptera recording on Rathlin) – it’s difficult to say whether this tells us 

something about a worrying crash in abundance of a common species over the last 20 years, or if that simply happened to be a 

phenomenally good year for the Dark Arches, but we’ve never observed anywhere near that many moths at a moth trap.  

These species are all quite widespread and abundant across NI and beyond, although it would be interesting to compare this list 

with equivalent data from mainland sites. Most of the commonest species were from the Noctuidae family, with three from the 

Erebidae, plus two abundant micro-moths – Blastobasis adustella (Blastobasidae) and Agriphila tristella (Crambidae). 

Table 12. The top 16 taxa recorded in light traps, ordered by total number of individuals, together accounting for just over 50% 
of all moths recorded in traps. *Equal highest count of Large Yellow Underwing recorded on 31/07/2020. 

Taxon Common name Flight season 
No. of trap 

records 

No. of 
individuals 

% 
Largest single 

count and date 

Lycophotia porphyria True Lover’s Knot spring - summer 160 2,684 8.0 309 23/07/2019 

Apamea monoglypha  Dark Arches summer 160 2,558 7.6 169 23/07/2019 

Cerapteryx graminis Antler Moth summer 123 1,148 3.4 58 09/08/2020 

Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine spring - early summer 123 1,124 3.3 51 04/06/2018 

Mythimna impure Smoky Wainscot summer 125 992 2.9 61 23/07/2019 

Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic summer-early autumn 104 954 2.8 62 07/08/2018 

Xestia xanthographa Square-spot Rustic summer-early autumn 96 952 2.8 65 21/08/2018 

Blastobasis adustella  summer-early autumn 79 927 2.8 169 20/08/2018 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder spring - summer 144 918 2.7 52 07/06/2018 

Tyria jacobaeae Cinnabar spring - early summer 81 901 2.7 79 05/06/2019 

Mesapamea agg. Common Rustic agg. summer 101 801 2.4 53 10/08/2020 

Orthosia gothica Hebrew Character early spring 85 752 2.2 78 16/04/2020 

Spilosoma luteum Buff Ermine spring - summer 89 688 2.0 51 18/06/2020 

Agriphila tristella  summer 76 670 2.0 69 13/08/2020 

Diarsia mendica Ingrailed Clay late spring - summer 134 660 2.0 42 29/07/2019 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow U’wing spring - early autumn 148 580 1.7 16 25/06/2019* 

 

 

The six species most frequently caught by light traps. Top row left to right: True Lover’s Knot, Dark Arches, Antler. 

Bottom row left to right: White Ermine, Smoky Wainscot, Rosy Rustic.    
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The length and timing of flight seasons of the moths that occurred most frequently and in greatest abundance varied, from 

Hebrew Character occurring only in the early spring, to species mainly active at the height of summer, and those with a flight 

season extending over a longer period, such as the Large Yellow Underwing.  

There are a further 14 species that we recorded similarly frequently (76–100 trap records), but that overall occurred in lower 

numbers: Eucosma cana, Silver-ground Carpet, Flame Carpet, Purple Bar, Garden Tiger, Burnished Brass, Knot Grass, Bright-line 

Brown-eye, Small Wainscot, Rustic, Clouded-bordered Brindle, Lesser Yellow Underwing, Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow 

Underwing, and Dotted Clay. 

A couple of other species that were recorded much less frequently did appear in notably high numbers on occasion. There 

seemed to be a sudden abundance of Grass Emerald in July 2018, including single trap counts of 71 on the 8th, and 44 on the 

14th. Plutella xylostella – also known by the common name of Diamond-back due to its distinctive dorsal pattern – is a migrant 

that appears in widely varying numbers, and 108 counted at a trap on 28th June 2019 certainly indicated a large influx of the 

species reaching Rathlin at that time. 

 

 

 

 

A Peach Blossom on the recording sheet during one of our most memorable mothing sessions that involved the largest number 

of individual moths we’ve recorded in one trap, thanks to unusually large numbers of True Lover’s Knots and Dark Arches. The 

night of 23rd July was very warm and humid, so as we set the traps running we knew it was brewing up to be a big one. When 

rain started before dawn we raced to bring the traps into shelter, and as it was still dark the moths remained very active, which 

made for rather a frantic recording session!  
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Field recording results 

Moths recorded by field recording 

Overall we made 1,774 field records, of a total of 220 Lepidoptera species – 15 butterfly species, 97 macro-moths and 108 

micro-moths (Table 13). The far greater recording effort made in 2020 (Table 13, Figure 9) accounts for two-thirds (64%) of all 

field records, and includes 177 species, more than twice the number recorded in each of the preceding three years. 

Table 13. Summary of Lepidoptera field recording on Rathlin during 2017– 2020. Species at all life stages were recorded, 

including significant numbers of records of caterpillars and leafmines, particularly in 2020 when we made much greater effort to 

find them. *Abundant species were sometimes recorded as ‘present’ rather than counted, and for these records we have 

substituted a value of 20, which in the majority of cases would be a very conservative figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A substantial proportion of field-recorded species were relatively unusual to encounter – 76 species (43%) had only a single field 

record. But the importance of field recording is highlighted by the proportion of species that are recorded only by this method – 

63 species (about a third) observed in the field were not encountered by any trapping method, including 11 macro-moths and 37 

micro-moths, and of course all 15 butterfly species. In addition, 19 of these field-only species were represented by a single 

record, mostly (14) made in 2020, but also 5 recorded in 2017 (but for some reason we made no unique field records in 2018 

and 2019).   

We recorded 50 species at the larval stage (and observed numerous other caterpillars that we were not able to identify), and 

among these were 14 species we have not observed as adults. These were mainly leaf-mining micro-moths, but one macro-

moth, Small Chocolate-tip, was found commonly as larvae, despite having never been seen on Rathlin as an adult.  

 

Figure 9. Number of Lepidoptera field records made on Rathlin from 2017 to 2020, broken down by group (butterfly, macro-

moth, micro-moth) and life stage. The level of recording effort increased greatly year on year, particularly in 2020 when we 

spent much more time searching for moths as adults and larvae. 

 
Dates with 

records 
Number of 

records 
Count of 

individuals* 

Number of species 
Total 

species Butterflies 
Macro-
moths 

Micro-
moths 

2017 42 113 554 13 39 28 80 
2018 73 185 926 13 23 54 61 
2019 111 344 3,984 14 39 51 71 
2020 142 1,132 6,209 15 71 91 177 

Overall 368 1,774 11,673 15 97 108 220 
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Species most frequently encountered in the field 

Seventeen species, each with over 25 records, make up over half (52%) of all field records made between 2017 and 2020 (Table 

14). Unsurprisingly, these species are dominated by the butterflies, as the adults are large and highly visible when flying, with 

some active over long seasons and/or periods when they are abundant (Table 15 seasonal pattern of observation).  

The most frequently recorded species was Red Admiral, with observations in 8 months of the year between April and November, 

and peaks in abundance in June and September. There were nearly as many sightings of Peacocks and Green-veined Whites, the 

flight season of the former extending over the longest period (February to October), while Green-veined Whites were observed 

in fewer months but when present were generally much more abundant, with peaks occurring in April and July-August.  

Painted Lady was recorded in far and away the greatest abundance overall, thanks to a large but short-lived influx in 2019 (see 

species account for more details). Meadow Brown, Common Blue and Ringlet all had relatively short flight seasons restricted to 

the summer, with the latter occurring in particularly high numbers. Small Tortoiseshell was rather scarce for most of the 

recording period but had an apparent large influx in autumn 2020. Grayling and Orange-tip are both quite habitat specific, and 

both benefited from additional targeted recording in 2020.  

A single sighting of Small Heath in 2020 was the only butterfly species that hadn’t been seen in the previous three years. We 

think it is very unlikely there are any further regularly occurring butterflies on Rathlin that we have failed to record, although 

there is always potential for others to arrive as migrants and perhaps even colonise.  

Table 14. Lepidoptera species most frequently encountered in the field. Ranked by number of field records, these 17 species 
with 25 records or more make up over half (52%) of all field records during 2017–2020. The majority are butterflies; the five 
moth species are highlighted in purple text. *For species where records include at least one observation where no count was 
attempted/recorded, we substituted an estimate of 20 (see methods for more details). 
**We observed Fox Moths more frequently as caterpillars, far more so than as adults, so for this species we have given the 
period for caterpillar activity. 
~A count of 25 Six-spot Burnets was also recorded on 01/08/2020.  
&Our highest recorded count of Celypha lacunana is 7, but this is a common species that we have occasionally recorded only as 
‘present’; had we attempted to count them more often, we are certain the value would easily have exceeded this.   

Species Common name Flight season No. of 
records 

No. of 
individuals 

% of 
all 

Largest single count 
and date 

Vanessa atalanta Red Admiral spring-autumn 111 183 1.6 13 19/09/2020 
Pieris napi Green-veined White spring-summer 106 1,200 10.4 95 13/08/2020 
Aglais io Peacock early spring-autumn 105 297* 2.6 18 09/08/2020 
Vanessa cardui Painted Lady spring-autumn 79 2,895 25.1 1,465 01/08/2019 
Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown Summer 69 543* 4.7 55 19/07/2020 
Polyommatus icarus Common Blue late spring-summer 67 220 1.9 30 14/06/2020 
Aphantopus hyperantus Ringlet Summer 44 514* 4.5 151 19/07/2019 
Autographa gamma Silver Y late spring-autumn 39 226* 2.0 51 04/07/2018 
Lycaena phlaes Small Copper late spring-summer 39 54 0.5 5 13/08/2020 
Zygaena filipendulae Six-spot Burnet late spring-summer 39 214* 1.9 25 08/07/2017~ 
Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell spring-autumn 38 240 2.1 146 15/09/2020 
Macrothylacia rubi Fox Moth summer-winter** 37 79* 0.7 10 09/09/2019 
Celypha lacunana  late spring-autumn 34 85* 0.7 7 29/07/2019& 
Hipparchia semele Grayling Summer 30 133 1.2 83 08/08/2020 
Agriphila straminella  Summer 29 453* 3.9 50 13/08/2020 
Anthocaris cardamines Orange-tip Spring 25 47 0.4 7 09/05/2020 
Pieris brassicae Large White spring-autumn 25 57 0.5 16 01/08/2020 

 

The moths recorded most frequently by field observations were macro-moths Silver Y and Six-spotted Burnet, both nectar-

feeders and both recorded the same number of times as the Small Copper butterfly. Silver Y is a migrant species and an influx in 

July 2018 produced a particularly high count of 51 (no doubt the true numbers arriving at that time were presumably far higher 

in total than were observed during our limited field recording at that time).  

 



39 
 

 

Top six most frequently recorded moths during field recording. Top row from left: Silver Y, Six-spot Burnet, and Fox Moth 

caterpillar. Bottom row from left: Celypha lacunana, Agriphila straminella, and Bactra lancealana. 

 

Fox Moth is next on the most-recorded list thanks to the caterpillars which we have recorded in every month from July to 

February – they can be easily observed out in the open during the daytime and are particularly conspicuous in the later instars 

when they are impressively large and luxuriantly hairy. The other two species to make it onto the most-recorded list are both 

micro-moths – Celypha lacunana, which is a generalist with a long flight season from spring to early autumn, and Agriphila 

straminella, which can be found abundantly in grassland during summer. Since the size of micro-moths makes them more 

difficult to detect in the field compared to larger species, our data probably doesn’t represent the true frequency of micro-

moths very well – many species must be actually more abundant than most of the butterflies, but they are simply far less 

conspicuous and much harder to survey accurately. 

If we extended Table 14 to include the next five species we encountered most frequently, this would complete the top 10 

moths, including some of the species seen in greatest abundance in the field: given in order of number of field records, these are 

Bactra lancealana, Diamond-backed Moth Plutella xylostella, Cydia ulicetana, Cinnabar, and Agriphila tristella. Several other 

species were observed on fewer occasions but could also be abundant when encountered – those with over 150 individuals 

counted included Small Chocolate-tip (commonly encountered as caterpillars on willows in heathland, with 197 counted in 12 

records), Glyphipterix thrasonella (221 counted in 12 records) and Glyphipterix simpliciella (167 counted in 10 records). 

 

How many species can be seen in a day on Rathlin?  

The number of species recorded in the field per day was highly variable, with the major determining factors being season, 

conditions, and search effort. Generally larger numbers of species were recorded the summer months, and particularly in 2020 

when recording effort was greatest (Figure 10). The greatest number of species we recorded on a single date was 32 species, on 

two occasions (8th August and 6th September 2020, see Table 16 with more details). Overall there were 10 dates on which we 

observed 22 or more species in the field, all between mid-June and early September but mostly in August, and all in 2020 when 

we made greater searching effort. In general, more day-flying species were observed on days with warm, sunny, calm 

conditions, especially when effort was made to cover multiple habitats and long periods were spent in the field.   

The days with biggest species counts (Table 16) were those when we spent many hours observing or actively searching in 5–7 

sites across the island, covering a variety of habitats (either together or separately). On 6th September this also included 

searching flowers by torchlight after dark. The nocturnal species seen by the latter method boosted the number of macro moth 

species observed in the field on that day, and additionally 7 macro species were recorded as caterpillars, making the largest 

overall daily field total of 21 macro species. 
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Figure 10. Number of species recorded in the field per day. Far greater daytime recording effort was made in 2020 than earlier 

years. 

 

No two days in the field are ever the same, and the contributions of the three species categories to the biggest totals varied 

considerably, even between consecutive days – in the six days with highest overall species totals, butterfly species ranged 5–10 

species, macro moths 6–21 species, micro moths 6–15 species in a day (Table 15). Most often the micro moths were the most 

diverse group – our highest one-day total of micro species was 16 recorded on 5th August 2020, and we recorded a total of ten 

or more species of micro moths on 13 dates.  

For butterflies, the peak period for daily species diversity was July and August – we recorded 7 or more species on 12 dates, with 

the maximum of 10 recorded on 9th August 2020 (see section below on butterfly flight seasons).  

 

Table 15. Top six most productive field recording dates ranked by total number of species, with breakdown for number from 

each species category (butterflies, macro-moths and micro-moths). Maximum values for each column shown in bold. 

Date 
Total number 

of species 
Butterflies Macro-moths Micro-moths 

08/08/2020 32 8 9 15 

06/09/2020 32 5 21 6 

09/08/2020 28 10 11 7 

10/08/2020 28 7 6 15 

13/08/2020 28 7 8 13 

14/08/2020 27 5 10 12 
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Serendipitous finds 

A special category of field recording is finding moths when not actively looking for them – numerous times we have stumbled on 

interesting moths very unexpectedly, and the keen lepidopterist should always be alert to the possibility of finding moths even 

in the unlikeliest places! 

Several species have been found indoors after inadvertently trapping themselves inside buildings. Rathlin’s only record of Old 

Lady was discovered resting on a bedroom wall, and similarly others such as Pammene aurana have only been seen in an indoor 

setting, perhaps having found their way inside after being attracted to a nearby moth trap. Spending a lot of time at the Rathlin 

West Light Seabird Centre led to various incidental moth sightings – the first Caryocolum vicinella was found while weeding a 

gutter, and in 2017 a faulty light that remained on all night produced a string of notable moths including Netted Pug and Thyme 

Pug, a pretty high-quality species list for the window of the gents’ toilet! 

 

 

Thyme Pug on the window of the Rathlin West Light Seabird Centre.  
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Butterfly flight seasons on Rathlin 

Butterflies and moths have a well-defined life cycle, in which each individual goes through the familiar sequence of egg to larva, 

followed by pupation and metamorphosis, then emergence as an adult (also called an imago, plural imagoes or imagines), ready 

to reproduce and start the next cycle. In most cases, the easiest part of the life cycle to observe is the period when adults are on 

the wing, which is referred to as their flight season. Flight seasons vary widely between species, often tied to the availability of 

their particular larval foodplant.  

For most species, their lifecycle takes place on a regular annual schedule, with each event occurring at a very consistent time of 

year (although there is evidence that climate change is now causing noticeable shifts in these schedules (Fox et al., 2015). Having 

accumulated records of 15 butterfly species on Rathlin over four seasons 2017-2020 (with more recording effort made in the 

later two seasons), we can outline the seasonal patterns in our observations of each species. Table 16 shows, for each species, 

the number of records of adults we have made in each month of the year. Although grouping by calendar month is a fairly 

coarse scale, it still gives a good indication of the flight season for each species, and also shows the best time of year to see them 

on Rathlin. The species accounts provide more details, including the earliest and latest dates we have observed each species. 

Table 16. Flight seasons of butterfly species on Rathlin, shown by the number of adult butterfly records per month (totals for 

2017–2020) for each species. Intensity of green colour is scaled to numerical values – darker shades indicate more records, and 

the totals for all months are scaled separately. Months with no records are shown in grey, and January and December are 

excluded as we have never recorded any butterfly in these months. 

 

 

 

For many species, flight seasons vary geographically, often starting later (and potentially having shorter duration) in more 

northerly latitudes. In general, the seasonal pattern we’ve observed in Rathlin’s butterflies closely follows the expected flight 

seasons (as illustrated for each species on the brilliantly informative website ukbutterflies.co.uk), except we have perhaps 

observed rather shorter seasons for some species than might be expected. In our experience, it has been noticeable that the 

start of September brings an abrupt end to the summer-flying species, particularly Meadow Brown, Grayling and Green-veined 

White. It is possible that this is just an effect of the weather, late summer suffering an inclement turn of weather in each of the 

four years of study. 

The pattern depicted in Table 15 is obvious for the most commonly recorded species, but for those that are scarce on Rathlin, 

like Small Heath and Speckled Wood, our few sightings can give only a general indication of their flight season. We also have 

relatively few records of Large White and Small White, as we tended to only see these species at the lower end of the island, and 

so our data is insufficient to show the seasonal patterns of these species. 

Peak adult butterfly diversity on Rathlin is from June to August, when almost all of the regular species can be found. Only the 

Orange-tip, which has a single early flight season, is not normally on the wing during this time. 

 

 

 

English name Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov All 

Orange-tip 6 18 1 25

Large White 2 5 5 5 6 1 24

Small White 3 1 6 1 11

Green-veined White 26 17 11 23 27 2 106

Speckled Wood 1 1 1 3

Small Heath 1 1

Ringlet 5 29 10 44

Meadow Brown 10 33 24 2 69

Grayling 1 15 14 30

Red Admiral 6 7 23 9 22 27 15 1 110

Painted Lady 1 2 19 27 13 15 1 78

Peacock 3 7 25 5 1 8 40 12 1 102

Small Tortoiseshell 1 2 6 7 18 2 2 38

Small Copper 8 4 3 21 3 39

Common Blue 1 20 29 16 1 67
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Peak time for Grayling butterflies on Rathlin is July, but we’ve seen them as early as 16th June (2020) and as late as 25th August 

(2019). 

 

 

Moth flight seasons 

As with the butterflies, the large majority of moth species are adults during the warmer months of the year, but there is greater 

variation on this pattern, with a few hardy species that have their flight season in the winter, and some that can occur at 

anytime of year.  

While it would be possible to produce a similar table for the flight seasons of moths, for many species we don’t have enough 

records, and the number of species overall is really far too high for it to be practical. Instead, in the account for each species in 

the following section, we have given the earliest and latest dates that we have recorded adults, to indicate the limits of the 

observed flight season on Rathlin (along with the number of records to give an idea of how reliable this information might be!).  
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5. Species accounts  
 

In this section we provide an account for every Lepidoptera species that has been recorded on Rathlin. 

The accounts are grouped into three main sections: Butterflies, then Macro-moths, then Micro-moths (see Introduction: About 

Lepidoptera). Within these sections, the species are grouped into families and presented in taxonomic order, following the 

Checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles (Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford, 2015).  

Each species heading includes: Species name, Common name (if it has a widely accepted one), and ABH number, following 

(Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford, 2015). 

We then present basic summary statistics for each species. These refer only to our own recording data, 2017–2020, and only 

include records of adult Lepidoptera, as follows: 

• No. of records. The number of times we recorded adults of the species during 2017–2020. This includes records made 

by any method, and can include multiple records made on a single date. For  

• Max count. The largest total number of adults of the species we recorded on any single date during 2017–2020. The 

date on which this count was made is then given in brackets. In cases where we have made multiple records on the 

same day, we used the sum of individuals by all methods (i.e. totals from each moth trap plus field records, where 

applicable). We have usually also mentioned the highest single count in the species account.  

• Earliest and Latest. The earliest and latest dates on which we recorded an adult of the species during any of the years 

from 2017–2020. These stats give an indication of the flight season for the species on Rathlin. For species with very few 

records this is omitted.  

We then give a short account summarising the species’ occurrence on the island from our own observations, and in some cases 

details from earlier records where we are aware of the details.  

The accounts for all species that we recorded during 2017–2020 are given in black text. For the few species which have been 

recorded on the island in the past, but not during the period of our own recording, the accounts are given in grey text. 

 
 

 
 
Macro-moths are generally larger than micro-moths, but of course as with any rule in nature there are numerous exceptions! 
The two moths on the left are both macro-moths, while the two on the right are both micro-moths, with the photos sized 
approximately to scale. The Poplar Hawkmoth (far left) is one of our largest macros, with a forewing length of up to 45mm. The 
Mother of Pearl (far right) is among the largest of the micros, and actually far bigger than some so-called macros, such as the 
diminutive Marsh Oblique-barred (inset left) which measures only about 7mm. Many of the micro-moths really are tiny though, 
such as this (probable) Stigmella aurella (inset right) which at about 2-3mm is among the smallest of them all.     
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Butterflies 
           

Pieridae 
 

Anthocaris cardamines ORANGE-TIP              ABH no. 58.003      

No. of records: 25    Max count: 7  (9th May 2020)     Earliest 20th Apr    Latest  7th June 

This is a relatively uncommon species on Rathlin, but it is perhaps under-recorded. In 2020, we spent more time searching for 

them during the middle of the day (when they are most active), and small numbers were easily found in sheltered areas around 

Kinramer Wood. It has also been recorded at Kebble, Knockans and near the Chapel. As well as adults, the tiny eggs were found 

on Cuckooflowers during 2020. 

A mating pair of Orange-tips (left), and an egg typically positioned on the pedicel of a Cuckooflower flower. 

 

Pieris brassicae LARGE WHITE               ABH no. 58.006      

No. of records: 24    Max count: 16  (1st Aug 2020)     Earliest 26th Apr    Latest  4th Oct 

Most records are from the harbour, where small numbers are usually present around the patches of Sea Radish, but there are 

occasional sightings in most other parts of the island, some of which probably relate to immigrants. It is likely that this species is 

under-recorded due to relatively little survey effort in the area around the harbour. There are two generations of adults each 

year, and sightings span the entire period from late April to early October.  

 

Pieris rapae  SMALL WHITE               ABH no. 58.007      

No. of records: 11    Max count: 4  (6th June 2019)     Earliest 1st June    Latest  28th Sep 

All of our records have been around the harbour, where small numbers of this species are often found at patches of Sea Radish. 

Its rather localised distribution on Rathlin means that it is probably under-represented in our butterfly recording, which has 

mainly been carried out in other parts of the island. Like the previous species, there are two generations of adults each year 

spanning most of the summer and into early autumn. The lack of sightings away from the favoured habitat may suggest that 

immigration is negligible, although they are easily overlooked among the much more abundant Green-veined Whites. 
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Pieris napi  GREEN-VEINED WHITE             ABH no. 58.008      

No. of records: 106    Max count: 95  (13th Aug 2020)     Earliest 10th Apr    Latest  5th Sep 

This is easily the most common resident butterfly on Rathlin, and can be found in abundance in most parts of the island, 

especially areas of damp grassland. There are two generations of adults each year, with sightings spanning the entire period 

from mid-April to early September. The second generation, which peaks from late July to mid-August, is bigger than the first and 

accounts for all the highest counts. At this time of year, it is common to see congregations of many dozens in any patches of 

good habitat. 

 

Colias croceus  CLOUDED YELLOW             ABH no. 58.010      

Not recorded 2017–2020 

An immigrant to Britain and Ireland, Clouded Yellows have occasional irruption years in which large numbers appear.  The 

species has been recorded on Rathlin in some of these irruption years, including 1980 and 1992, but there have been no records 

during 2017–2020. 

 

Nymphalidae 
 

Pararge aegeria  SPECKLED WOOD             ABH no. 59.003      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)       

Although a common species throughout mainland NI, prior to the last couple of years this species had apparently been recorded 

on Rathlin just once, in the 1970s (Thompson & Nelson, 2006). We were excited to find an adult at Kinramer Wood on 2nd July 

2019, and further adults in the same location on 20th September 2019 and 20th June 2020. These could be occasional 

immigrants to the island, but the fact that all observations were in the same area of Kinramer suggests that there is a tiny and 

elusive resident population at this site. 

 

Coenonympha pamphilus  SMALL HEATH            ABH no. 59.005      

No. of records: 1     

Although known from Rathlin in the past (Thompson & Nelson, 2006), it seems that this species no longer occurs regularly on 

the island. After a completely blank three years from 2017–2019, we finally observed a single adult at Kinramer on 31st May 

2020. As this butterfly was seen in a regularly surveyed area and there were no other sightings, we assume it was a wanderer 

from the mainland, perhaps facilitated by the good weather conditions at the time. 

 

Two of Rathlin’s rarest butterflies. We think the island has a tiny and elusive resident population of Speckled Wood (left). Small 

Heath (right) seems to have been lost as a resident species, and this individual in May 2020 was the only sighting in recent years. 
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Aphantopus hyperantus  RINGLET             ABH no. 59.009      

No. of records: 44    Max count: 151  (19th Jul 2019)      Earliest 27th Jun    Latest  24th Aug 

This species has a fairly narrow flight season, but we have found it to be abundant in parts of Rathlin in July and August. 

Although it has been recorded widely all over the island, it is commonest in areas of damp grassland and the biggest 

concentrations have been around Kinramer Wood. A count of at least 151 in an area of about 1km2 at this location on 19th July 

2019 is easily the highest number we have recorded, but dozens have been counted on numerous other occasions. 

 

Maniola jurtina  MEADOW BROWN             ABH no. 59.010      

No. of records: 69    Max count: 55  (19th Jul 2020)      Earliest 18th Jun    Latest  6th Sep 

After Green-veined White, this is probably the second most abundant resident butterfly on Rathlin. Adults are on the wing 

during a similar period to the Ringlet, but are generally more associated with drier grassland habitats. Sightings are common all 

over the island and there have been numerous double-figure counts at several different sites. 

 

Hipparchia semele  GRAYLING               ABH no. 59.013       

No. of records: 31    Max count: 83  (8th Aug 2020)      Earliest 13th Jun    Latest  25th Aug 

Graylings are generally one of the least commonly recorded of Rathlin’s resident butterflies, in part at least because they are 

mainly restricted to rocky clifftop habitat. All sightings from 2017–2019 involved just one or two individuals, mostly at the West 

Light where they often bask on the concrete slopes, and one was seen laying eggs there in August 2017. Away from the cliff 

edges, the species has been seen in areas of stony heath at Ballyconagan and Kinramer. 

By comparison with the previous years, 2020 was exceptional for Graylings. The first record on 13th June, a couple of weeks 

earlier than usual, was perhaps a sign of things to come. Exceptional numbers in early August included an amazing day on the 

8th, when a minimum of 71 were counted along just 1km of clifftop at Roonivoolin, and a further 12 were seen around North 

Kinramer later that day. It could be that Graylings had been under-recorded in previous years due to a lack of recording on 

suitable clifftops during the hottest part of the day when they are most active, but it seems clear that 2020 was an unusually 

good summer for this species. 

Graylings foraging on Bell Heather (left), and blending in with the surroundings at the West Light (right). 

 

Argynnis aglaja  DARK GREEN FRITILLARY            ABH no. 59.019 

Not recorded 2017–2020     

This species apparently occurred on Rathlin in the past (Thompson & Nelson, 2006), but with no confirmed records in the last 

four years it is almost certainly no longer present. Populations still exist on the nearby mainland, so occasional wanderers and 

even future recolonisation remain a possibility on Rathlin. 
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Vanessa atalanta  RED ADMIRAL             ABH no. 59.023      

No. of records: 110    Max count: 13  (19th Sep 2020)      Earliest 13th Apr    Latest  5th Nov 

This common migrant species has been recorded regularly all over the island, although never in large numbers. In 2018 and 2019 

the first sightings were in June, and continued right through to October. In 2020, records began much earlier with sightings 

throughout the second half of April and May, and low numbers then continued to be seen through the summer. Numbers 

increased slightly in autumn with some low double-figure counts in September and occasional sightings until 5th November. 

 

Vanessa cardui  PAINTED LADY             ABH no. 59.024      

No. of records: 78    Max count: 1,465  (1st Aug 2019)      Earliest 31st Mar    Latest  1st Oct 

In most years, this migrant species seems to be a regular but uncommon visitor to Rathlin. In 2018 it was seen on 11 dates 

between late May and late September, with a high count of just two. In 2020 it was only recorded on four dates, with a high 

count of three, plus one record of a caterpillar which proved breeding to have occurred. 

However, there are occasional invasion years, in which huge numbers of Painted Ladies migrating north from Southern Europe 

arrive in Britain and Ireland. These ‘Painted Lady years’ only occur about once a decade, and 2019 was one such year, with 

phenomenal numbers arriving all over the country, including on Rathlin. A very early individual at the West Light on 31st March 

was perhaps an indication that an influx was on the way, but there were no more sightings until a mini-influx in mid-June. Up to 

16 were recorded on many days in the second half of June and throughout July, but this was just build-up to the main invasion. 

On 29th July there was a spectacular influx, and at least 1,117 were counted along just a couple of kilometres of clifftop at 

Kebble. Most of these butterflies seemed to move on very quickly, and a repeat count the following day found just 78. However, 

another massive pulse of migrants arrived on 1st August. A careful count covering only the area south of Ushet Lough recorded 

1,351 Painted Ladies and, as they seemed to be similarly abundant in all other areas of the island too, there must have been 

many thousands present on Rathlin that day. Once again, the invasion was short-lived and only low numbers remained in 

subsequent days. Single figures continued to be recorded throughout the rest of August and September, and a single butterfly 

on 1st October was the very last sighting of an incredible Painted Lady year. 

 

It is hard to do justice to the great Painted Lady invasion of 2019 with photos, but it was one of the most unforgettable natural 

events of our time on Rathlin. On the peak days, every patch of thistles, Bell Heather and Common Knapweed was alive with 

nectaring butterflies, and the experience of seeing so many fluttering everywhere was a lepidopterists’s dream come true! 
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Aglais io   PEACOCK              ABH no. 59.026      

No. of records: 102    Max count: 18  (9th Aug 2020)      Earliest 27th Feb    Latest  6th Oct 

This species has been recorded commonly all over the island, although generally in small numbers. Adults hibernate and usually 

start to appear from late March, although a mild spell in early 2019 resulted in several emerging in late February. This 

generation of adults mate in the spring before dying off, and there are few sightings in May and June, although large numbers of 

caterpillars have been seen on nettles during this time.  The next generation appear from mid-July and the largest numbers have 

been recorded in late summer and early autumn. 

Spectacular concentrations of Peacock caterpillars (left) and their silken ‘tents’ can be found in nettle patches in early summer. 

Adults (right) are commonly encountered in small numbers, and are often the first butterfly species seen each year. 

 

Aglais urticae  SMALL TORTOISESHELL            ABH no. 59.027      

No. of records: 39    Max count: 146  (15th Sep 2020)      Earliest 14th Apr    Latest  25th Nov 

This species has varied widely in abundance between the last three years. 2018 was extremely poor, with one on 2nd September 

and three the following day the only records of the whole year. 2019 was little better, with records of up to two on just five 

dates between late July and late September. 

2020 was a very different year, beginning with one emerging early from hibernation indoors at the West Light on 14th April. 

Single butterflies were recorded on 11 dates between late June and late August, but this was followed by a much greater influx 

in September which presumably involved many arriving on Rathlin from the mainland. Up to 11 were counted on many dates in 

the first half of the month, but there was a considerable increase on the 15th which included at least 146 counted along just 

0.7km of clifftop between the West Light and Bull Point. Almost all of these butterflies were feeding on flowering Common 

Ragwort. Numbers decreased a lot in the subsequent days, with only single-figure counts after the 20th. Another single butterfly 

was seen on 11th October, followed by further very late individuals on 6th and 25th November. 

Small Tortoiseshell obligingly posing on Common Ragwort flowers overlooking the south coast of the island.  
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Lycaenidae 
 

Lycaena phlaeas SMALL COPPER              ABH no. 61.001      

No. of records: 38    Max count: 5  (13th August 2020)      Earliest 13th May    Latest  13th Sep 

There was apparently only a single record of this species on Rathlin up to 2004 (Thompson & Nelson, 2006), but it is certainly 

resident in all parts of the island, albeit at low density. The adults fly in two generations, the first of which occurs between mid-

May and mid-June and generally involves just a few sightings. 2020 was the best year for this species, and only 6 were recorded 

during this first generation. After a gap of about a month, the second and more numerous, generation emerges from late July. In 

2020 there were sightings of up to 5 butterflies on 13 dates between 26th July and 13th September. 

 

Polyommatus icarus COMMON BLUE             ABH no. 61.018     

No. of records: 67    Max count: 30  (14th June 2020)      Earliest 27th May    Latest  6th Sep 

Common Blue is recorded widely on the island every year. Although there have been records from mid-May to mid-September, 

most sightings are from June to mid-August and there is presumably just a single generation of adults per summer. It is generally 

only seen in small numbers, but double-figure counts have been made on occasion, including 14 at Kinramer on 19th July 2019 

and at least 30 scattered along the north side of the island on 14th June 2020. 

 

 

Rathlin’s two smallest butterflies: Small Copper (left) and Common Blue (right). 
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Macro-moths          
 

Hepialidae 
 

Korscheltellus fusconebulosa  MAP-WINGED SWIFT             ABH no. 3.003      

No. of records: 58    Max count: 42  (30th Jun 2018)      Earliest 30th May    Latest  24th Jul 

This has been a commonly recorded species every year, with almost all records coming from overnight moth traps. As well as at 

all the regular trapping sites at the west of the island, it has been recorded at the chapel and at Ballynoe. A total of 28 at Druim 

on 30th June 2018, and 20 at Kebble on 18th June 2017, are the only single-trap counts higher than 14. 

 

Phymatopus hecta  GOLD SWIFT                           ABH no. 3.004      

No. of records: 9    Max count: 20  (28th Jun 2017)      Earliest 18th Jun    Latest  31st Jul 

This species has been recorded in a moth trap once, when a female was caught near Druim on 20th July 2019. All other records 

have been at dusk, when males perform display flights low over the ground and females can sometimes be found resting on 

vegetation. This has been observed at various sites around Kinramer and Kebble, often involving numerous males. 

 

Hepialus humuli humuli  GHOST MOTH               ABH no. 3.005      

No. of records: 21    Max count: 5  (29th Jun 2017)      Earliest 13th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years. All have involved small numbers of adults caught in 

moth traps at Kinramer or Cleggan, apart from one impressive larva found at Kebble in 2020. 

 

 

Male Gold Swift (left), showing the remarkable pheromone brushes on its modified hind legs. These displaying males were easily 

found at dusk around Kinramer, hovering around low over the ground or hanging from vegetation. Although Ghost Moths 

(middle) also perform dusk display flights, all our records of adults were from moth traps. As shown, the orange females are 

much larger than the smaller and much more ghostly males. The Ghost Moth caterpillars (right) typically live underground, but 

this large specimen was found under a rock at Kebble in March 2020. 
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Zygaenidae 
 

Zygaena filipendulae  SIX-SPOT BURNET            ABH no. 54.008      

No. of records: 37    Max count: 25  (8th Jul 2017; 1st Aug 2020)      Earliest 18th May    Latest  20th Aug 

This is the only burnet moth known from Rathlin, but it is a common and conspicuous day-flying moth here each summer. 

Sightings have come from all corners of the island and have included counts of at least 25 adults at Ballyconagan on 8th July 

2017 and a similar number at Kinramer North on 1st August 2020. Caterpillars have also been found several times. 

Six-spot Burnets are an unmistakable sight on Rathlin. The caterpillars (left) are distinctive, and the adults (right) are very 

striking creatures. This freshly emerged adult is sitting next to its vacated cocoon and pupa. 

 

 

Drepanidae 
 

Thyatira batis  PEACH BLOSSOM             ABH no. 65.008      

No. of records: 23    Max count: 3  (8th & 13th Jul 2018; 15th Jul 2019)      Earliest  31st May    Latest  16th Aug 

A few adults of this species have been recorded from moth traps in each of the last four years. Most have been single 

individuals, but up to three have occasionally been caught at once. As well as at several sites in the west of the island, there have 

been a couple of records at the chapel. 

 

 

Lasiocampidae 
 

Poecilocampa populi DECEMBER MOTH           ABH no. 66.001      

No. of records:  1   Max count:  2   

The only record of this species on Rathlin was on 5th November 2020, when two were caught in a moth trap at Kinramer. It has 

probably been under-recorded due to its unusual winter flight season. 
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Winter moth trapping is often unproductive, but some special species make the effort worthwhile. The December Moth is a 

particularly characterful creature to encounter during the colder months – with its thick fur and large antennae, this handsome 

male somehow manages a decent impression of a miniature bison. 

  

Lasiocampa quercus  OAK EGGAR              ABH no. 66.007    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single previous record of an 

adult caught on 26th June 1989. It is present on the nearby mainland and the heath habitat on Rathlin would seem to be 

suitable, but as adults frequently come to light and caterpillars are conspicuous, it is not a species we would expect to have 

missed if it was still present here. 

 

Macrothylacia rubi  FOX MOTH              ABH no. 66.008      

No. of records: 18    Max count: 6  (31st May 2018)      Earliest  7th May    Latest  8th Jun 

Adults of this species have been caught in moth traps a few times in each of the last four years, and have occasionally been 

found by day. 2018 had the most moth trap records, including six caught together at Kinramer on 31st May. All other records 

have been of three or fewer individuals. 

This is one of the few macro-moths that has been recorded more frequently as a caterpillar than as an adult. The conspicuous 

hairy caterpillars have been a common sight in late summer and autumn, with as many as ten found around Kinramer on some 

days in September. They hibernate through the winter and pupate in the spring, but there have been sightings in every month 

from October to February. 

Fox Moths: male and female (left), the male bearing the spectacular feathered antennae. The large and furry caterpillars (right) 

sit openly on the ground and are among the most frequently seen Lepidoptera larvae. 
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Saturniidae 
 

Saturnia pavonia  EMPEROR MOTH             ABH no. 68.001      

No. of records: 25    Max count: 4  (8th May 2020)      Earliest  6th Apr    Latest  1st Jun 

There have been records of this spectacular moth every year, generally involving nocturnal females caught in moth traps, diurnal 

males flying over the heaths during the day, and caterpillars crossing the roads. The most caught in a single trap was four at 

Cleggan on 8th May 2020 and, unusually, two of them were males. It seems most likely that the two females were attracted to 

the light of the trap, and then the two males were drawn into the trap by the females’ pheromones. Females have occasionally 

been found by day too, including one seen ovipositing early in the morning on 2nd May 2018. Most records have been from sites 

in the west of the island, but the species probably occurs in other heathy areas too. 

 

The Emperor Moth lifecycle, clockwise from top left: first instar caterpillars emerging from their eggs; a fully fed caterpillar is 

strangely reminiscent of a cactus; a caterpillar spinning a silken cocoon, in which it will pupate; the completed cocoon spun 

between heather branches; a grey female, freshly emerged from her cocoon, and almost immediately attended by a male who is 

able to detect her scent from far away; a female laying her eggs in heathland, ready to start the cycle again. 

 

Sphingidae 
 

Laothoe populi  POPLAR HAWK-MOTH            ABH no. 69.003      

No. of records: 64    Max count: 6  (21st Jun 2017)      Earliest  15th May    Latest  24th Jul 

This has been most frequently recorded hawk-moth in the last four years of moth trapping on Rathlin. There have been 

numerous records every year from the regular trapping sites at Kebble, Kinramer and Cleggan, and also records from the chapel 

and Ballynoe. Although a very regular moth trap visitor, it is not generally very numerous and the most caught in a single trap is 

five, which was recorded at Kebble on 21st June 2017 and again at Kebble on 30th May 2020. As well as adults, caterpillars were 

found at Kinramer and near the East Light in late summer and autumn 2020, including at least 10 in a single bush at the latter 

site on 6th September. 
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Agrius convolvuli  CONVOLVULUS HAWK-MOTH         ABH no. 69.004      

No. of records: 1   

This scarce migrant is the largest moth to have been recorded on Rathlin. The only recent record was a very ragged specimen 

caught in a moth trap at Cooraghy Bay on 22nd August 2020. Several made it to the island in 2003, with the first found at the 

Manor House in August, followed by another two, as described in the September 2003 edition of Island News – ‘one of them a 

bit battered, hitching a ride on the ferry’.  

 

Poplar Hawk-moth adult (top left) and caterpillar (bottom left). It was a real thrill to discover this mighty Convolvulus Hawk-

moth (right) inside a moth trap at Cooraghy Bay, especially as it was hiding under the last eggbox right at the bottom! These 

migrants tend to be found in rather poor condition, and we can only imagine the journey it had taken to reach us.  

 

 

Hemaris tityus  NARROW-BORDERED BEE HAWK-MOTH         ABH no. 69.008      

No. of records: 5    Max count: 2  (31st May 2020)      Earliest  27th May    Latest  27th Jun 

The first record of this day-flying bumblebee-mimic was one seen by David Nixon near Cleggan on 25th June 2019. At least one 

was seen at Kinramer two days later on 27th June. A targeted effort to find the species again in 2020 was successful, with 

sightings at Kinramer Wood on three dates at the end of May, and an additional one near the south cliffs of Kinramer around the 

same time. 

 

Macroglossum stellatarum HUMMING-BIRD HAWK-MOTH          ABH no. 69.010   

No. of records: 18    Max count: 5  (24th Jun 2020; 6th Jul 2020)      Earliest  2nd Jun    Latest  9th Aug 

This migrant has been recorded in each of the last four years, usually when seen hovering to feed at flowers during the day. Two 

Humming-bird Hawk-moths were seen in 2017, one of which was caught and released after it flew into the visitor centre at the 

Rathlin West Light Seabird Centre. There were four sightings of single moths in 2018, and just one in 2019. 2020 was a much 

better year, with sightings on 11 dates between 12th June and 16th July. Most of these were at Kebble, where up to five were 

feeding together on the same patch of roadside thistles on several days, but there were also sightings at Church Bay and 

Kinramer. 
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Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth (left) was an exciting addition to Rathlin’s moth list in 2019, and it was pleasing to manage a 

few more glimpses during 2020. Humming-bird Hawk-moths (right) seem to arrive on Rathlin in variable numbers each year. 

Most of our sightings were of small numbers hovering to feed on thistle flowers as shown, although the Red Valerian growing 

around the harbour is also reportedly attractive to them. 

 

Deilephila elpenor   ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH           ABH no. 69.016     

No. of records: 52    Max count: 15  (27th May 2017)      Earliest  17th May    Latest  26th Jul 

One of the two common resident hawk-moths on Rathlin, this species has been recorded frequently every year. Almost all 

records have been from moth traps, but there have been a couple of adults found by day. Caterpillars have also been seen, 

including one photographed near the West Light on 19th September 2019. Most adults have been at the regular trapping sites at 

Kinramer and Cleggan, with other records from traps at Kebble and the chapel. A total of 14 in a trap at Cleggan on 27th May 

2017 is the only single-trap count higher than eight.  

 

Deilephila porcellus  SMALL ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH         ABH no. 69.017     

No. of records: 1     

This species has been recorded just once on Rathlin: an adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 5th July 2017. 

 

Elephant Hawk-moth (left) is common on Rathlin and a real crowd-pleaser on public moth-trapping demonstrations. The 

caterpillars are large and spectacular and must also be numerous, but despite our searching efforts they have all managed to 

evade us each year. The similar Small Elephant Hawk-moth (right) remains Rathlin’s rarest hawk-moth, with just this single 

record to date.  
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Geometridae 
 

Idaea dimidiata SINGLE-DOTTED WAVE             ABH no. 70.011      

No. of records: 35    Max count: 7  (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest   26th Jun    Latest  27th Aug 

This species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years, invariably in overnight moth traps. All records have 

involved just very low numbers, with no more than five caught in any single trap. Locations have included Demesne, as well as 

the regular trapping sites at Kinramer, Cleggan and Kebble. 

 

Idaea biselata SMALL FAN-FOOTED WAVE            ABH no. 70.013      

No. of records: 56    Max count: 17  (29th Jul 2019)      Earliest  1st Jul    Latest  25th Aug 

There have been numerous records of this species every year, almost all of which have been in moth traps. It has generally 

occurred in small numbers, but single-trap counts have reached double figures on three occasions, including 15 in a trap at 

Kinramer on 29th July 2019. It has been recorded at several sites in the west of the island, and also at the chapel and Demesne. 

 

Idaea aversata RIBAND WAVE              ABH no. 70.016      

No. of records: 10    Max count: 7  (24th Jul 2019)      Earliest   17th Jun    Latest  9th Aug 

This species was recorded in moth traps three times in 2017, followed by a blank year in 2018, then five records in 2019 and two 

in 2010. Nine of these records have been at the regular trapping sites in the western part of the island, and all of these have 

been just single moths. The other record was at Demesne on 24th July 2019, when seven were caught in one trap. This suggests 

that Riband Wave may be more common at the lower end of the island, and may be under-recorded due to the infrequency of 

trapping in that area. 

 

Rhodometra sacraria VESTAL              ABH no. 70.038      

No. of records: 1     

This migrant species is generally a scarce visitor to Northern Ireland. The only record on Rathlin is a single adult at Kinramer 

Wood on 17th September 2020. Found resting in wet grass close to the moth trap, it could so easily have been overlooked – 

lucky finds like these always make us wonder what other exciting species might be managing to escape being seen! 

 

A heavily dew-laden Vestal (left) hiding close to the moth trap, and (right) the same individual after drying off a bit. 
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Scotopteryx mucronata  LEAD BELLE             ABH no. 70.040      

No. of records: 42    Max count: 22     Earliest   9th May     Latest  7th Jul 

There have been numerous records of this species in moth traps in each of the last four years, as well as one daytime 

observation. It has generally only been caught in small numbers, but single-trap counts have reached double figures twice: 16 at 

Kinramer on 29th May 2018, and 19 at the same site on 4th June 2018. As well as at several sites around the west end of the 

island, Lead Belle has been recorded at the chapel and on the north cliffs. 

A very similar species, July Belle S.luridata, cannot reliably be distinguished without dissection. However, it has a later flight 

season, peaking in July, and the timing of the records on Rathlin suggests that only Lead Belle is present. 

 

Scotopteryx chenopodiata SHADED BROAD-BAR           ABH no. 70.045      

No. of records: 28    Max count: 12  (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest   11th Jul    Latest  30th Aug 

As well as in overnight moth traps, this species has been frequently found by day when adults have been disturbed from 

vegetation. There were just two records in 2017, one in 2018 and two in 2019, followed by a far better year in 2020 with 23 

records. The big increase in frequency in 2020 is at least partly accounted for by a combination of much greater diurnal 

recording effort and regular overnight trapping among the trees in Kinramer Wood. All records from 2017 to 2019 were of single 

moths, but 2020 regularly had higher counts including 10 in a trap at Kinramer Wood on 11th August, 11 seen during the day at 

Kinramer North on 14th August and 11 in a trap at Kinramer Wood on 16th August. The species has also been recorded on the 

island pre-2017. 

 

Orthonama vittata  OBLIQUE CARPET             ABH no. 70.046      

No. of records: 8    Max count: 2  (7th Jul 2018; 16th Aug 2020)      Earliest   1st Jun    Latest  24th Aug 

After a blank 2017, this species was recorded in moth traps four times in 2018, and twice in each of 2019 and 2020. Five of the 

records have been at Kebble, with two at Kinramer and one at Cleggan. There is also at least one previous record on the island. 

 

Xanthorhoe decoloraria decoloraria  RED CARPET         ABH no. 70.048 

No. of records: 17    Max count: 5  (17th July 2018)      Earliest   29th Jun    Latest  11th Aug 

Rathlin is one of just a handful of known sites for this moth in NI, and it seems to be reasonably common here, with records in 

each of the last four years. All records have been in moth traps at Kinramer or Cleggan. A particularly reliable spot has been a 

small reedbed at Kinramer, which has had catches of four individuals on 13th July 2017 and 17th July 2018. 

 

Oblique Carpet (left) and Red Carpet (right). Red Carpet is thought to feed mainly on species of Lady’s-mantle Alchemilla spp., 

and is a bit of a Rathlin speciality even though these plants are not especially common here. 
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Xanthorhoe fluctuata fluctuata  GARDEN CARPET             ABH no. 70.049 

No. of records: 11    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   9th May    Latest  24th Sep 

This species has been recorded in each of the last four years, but not commonly. All records have been of single adults caught 

overnight in moth traps, apart from one seen during the day on 24th September 2019. Records have been at Cleggan, Kinramer, 

Cooraghy Bay, and Church Bay. 

 

Xanthorhoe spadicearia  RED TWIN-SPOT CARPET           ABH no. 70.051      

No. of records: 1     

The only recent record of this species on Rathlin was a single adult caught in a moth trap at Kebble on 9th August 2020. There is 

also at least one older (pre-2010) record on the island. 

 

Xanthorhoe ferrugata  DARK-BARRED TWIN-SPOT CARPET          ABH no. 70.052      

No. of records: 76    Max count: 11  (13th Aug 2020)      Earliest   18th Apr    Latest  27th Aug 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, usually in overnight moth traps but also sometimes when 

encountered by day. Although frequent, it has generally occurred in low numbers, and 11 in a trap at Cleggan on 13th August 

2020 is the only single-trap count greater than eight. It has been recorded at most trapping sites in the western part of the 

island, and also at Demesne. 

 

Xanthorhoe designata  FLAME CARPET           ABH no. 70.053      

No. of records: 91    Max count: 17  (8th May 2020)      Earliest   18th Apr    Latest  7th Sep 

One of the most commonly recorded geometrids in the last four years, this moth has been a frequent moth trap visitor from 

May to August each summer. It has also been occasionally encountered by day when disturbed from vegetation. Despite the 

frequency of records, it has generally only occurred in small numbers, with 16 at Cleggan on 8th May 2020 the only single-trap 

count greater than eight individuals. As well as various sites at the west of the island, Flame Carpet has also been recorded in the 

area around the chapel. 

 

Xanthorhoe montanata montanata SILVER-GROUND CARPET               ABH no. 70.054      

No. of records: 92    Max count: 11  (8th Jul 2018)      Earliest   27th May    Latest  13th Aug 

This has narrowly been the most frequently recorded geometrid in the last four years, occurring very commonly in overnight 

moth traps and often being encountered during the daytime too. It has been caught on most trap nights during June and July 

each year, although never in large numbers. The highest single-trap total has been just eight individuals, at Kinramer on 29th 

June 2017 and at Cleggan on 8th July 2018. Records have come from most trapping sites at the west of the island, as well as the 

chapel, Demesne, and Ballynoe. 

The two most commonly recorded geometrids on Rathlin: Flame Carpet (left) and Silver-ground Carpet (right). As well as being 

commonly encountered in moth traps, both are easily seen when disturbed from vegetation by day. 
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Camptogramma bilineata bilineata YELLOW SHELL            ABH no. 70.059      

No. of records: 25    Max count: 3  (29th Jun 2018)      Earliest   16th Jun    Latest  1st Sep 

There have been records of this species in each of the last four years, occasionally in moth traps but more often as adults 

disturbed from vegetation during the day. 2020 accounts for 17 out of the 25 records due to the increase in daytime recording 

that summer. Yellow Shell does not seem to be an abundant species on Rathlin, with no more than three seen on any date, and 

never more than single moths caught in overnight traps. All records have been from the western part of the island, although this 

probably just reflects where our survey effort was concentrated. 

 

Epirrhoe alternata alternata  COMMON CARPET            ABH no. 70.061      

No. of records: 27    Max count: 2  (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest   8th May    Latest  8th Aug 

This species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years. Most records have come from moth traps, with 

occasional daytime observations too. Apart from two on 23rd July 2019, all records have been of single adults. Locations have 

included widely spread sites including Kebble, Ballyconagan, the chapel, and Church Bay. 

 

Epirrhoe galiata  GALIUM CARPET             ABH no. 70.063      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 2  (29th Aug 2020)      Earliest   18th Jun    Latest  29th Aug 

The only recent records of this species were in 2020, and all were caught in moth traps set at Cooraghy Bay. There were single 

adults on 18th June, 11th July, and 31st July, and two on 29th August. There is also at least one older (pre-2010) record. With 

regular records at Cooraghy Bay but none at nearby trapping sites at Kebble and Kinramer, it seems that Galium Carpet is very 

localised on the island. 

 

Earophila badiata  SHOULDER STRIPE             ABH no. 70.063      

No. of records: 21    Max count: 8  (20th Apr 2018)      Earliest   24th Mar    Latest  18th May 

Although this species has been recorded in each of the last four years, it seems to have varied in abundance from year to year. 

All records have been from the western part of the island, and mostly from moth traps although it has also been seen attracted 

to house lights on a few occasions. The first Shoulder Stripe for Rathlin was caught at Kinramer on 18th May 2017, and was the 

only record that year. 2018 seems to have been an exceptional year, with 13 records in total including a single-trap count of four 

at Cleggan on 20th April (plus three more at Kinramer and one at Kebble the same night). There were six more records in 2019, 

and just a single record in 2020. 

 

Mesoleuca albicillata  BEAUTIFUL CARPET           ABH no. 70.068      

No. of records: 1     

The only recent record of this species was an adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 4th July 2018. The only previous record 

on Rathlin seems to have been in 1937. 

The only Beautiful Carpet seen on Rathlin in modern times. 
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Pelurga comitata  DARK SPINACH              ABH no. 70.069    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping. There is one old record on the island from 

1939. 

 

Entephria caesiata  GREY MOUNTAIN CARPET            ABH no. 70.072    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single record from 1988. 

 

Hydriomena furcata   JULY HIGHFLYER            ABH no. 70.074      

No. of records: 53    Max count: 9 (15th Aug 2020; 21st Aug 2018)      Earliest   24th Jun    Latest   5th Sep 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, almost always in moth traps and always in single-figure numbers. As well 

as at several sites at the west of the island, it has been found at the chapel.  

 

Hydriomena impluviata   MAY HIGHFLYER            ABH no. 70.075      

No. of records: 5    Max count: 2 (17th May 2019)      Earliest   17th May    Latest   14th Jun 

There have been just five records of this species in the last few years, all of single adults caught in moth traps. 2017’s only record 

was at Cleggan on 14th June, and 2018’s two records were at Cleggan on 30th May and at Kinramer on 6th June. Both of 2019’s 

records were on 17th May, when one was caught at Cleggan and another at Kebble. 2020 was a blank year. May Highflyer has 

also been recorded on Rathlin at least once pre-2017.  

 

Hydriomena ruberata   RUDDY HIGHFLYER            ABH no. 70.076      

No. of records: 7    Max count: 7 (8th May 2020)      Earliest   28th Apr    Latest   1st Jun 

There were no records of this species in 2017, but it was recorded twice in moth traps at Cleggan in 2018. Since then there have 

been three records in 2019 and two records in 2020, all in moth traps at Kebble, including high counts of 6 on 17th May 2019 

and 7 on 8th May 2020. 

 

Pennithera firmata   PINE CARPET             ABH no. 70.077      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species on Rathlin was a single adult caught in a trap at Cooraghy Bay on 15th September 2020. Its 

foodplant is pines, but as there were none particularly near the trap site it is perhaps likely this moth arrived as a migrant.  

The regularly occurring Ruddy Highflyer (left) is a species that flies in the spring, whereas Pine Carpet (right) has only appeared 

once and is a species of late summer into autumn. 
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Thera cognata    CHESTNUT-COLOURED CARPET           ABH no. 70.078      

No. of records: 11    Max count: 1 (all records)      Earliest   18th Jun    Latest   6th Sep 

This moth is a real Rathlin speciality! It was a new species for Northern Ireland in 2001 when it was discovered at several sites at 

the west end of on Rathlin. Since then it has been recorded at just one other location in the region, at Binevenagh. 

In the last four years, we have recorded Chestnut-coloured Carpet in moth traps every year, with a particularly good year in 

2020. The only record in 2017 was an adult caught at Kebble on 18th June, and 2018’s only record was at Cleggan on 8th July. In 

2019, the first record away from the west end of the island was at the chapel on 24th July, and another was at Cleggan on 24th 

August. Regular trapping at Cooraghy Bay in 2020 produced the species on four dates: 18th June, 8th July, 11th July, and 22nd 

August. Further singles were trapped at Cleggan on 22nd July, at Kinramer Wood on 23rd July, and at another Kinramer site on 

6th September. 

The larvae feed on Juniper, which only appears to occur in a few scattered spots on Rathlin. One of the reasons for increasing 

trapping effort at Cooraghy Bay in 2020 was to target this species at a site where we know Juniper to be present. However, the 

moths do seem to wander some distance from the foodplant, as we are not aware of any Juniper in the vicinity of the other 

locations in which the species has been recorded. 

 

The Juniper-feeding Chestnut-coloured Carpet is one of Rathlin’s most notable moth species. It takes an intrepid lepidopterist to 

reach the island’s few isolated and cliff-growing Juniper ‘trees’, but the moth has been caught at locations some distance away 

from the nearest known examples of its foodplant. 

 

Thera britannica    SPRUCE CARPET             ABH no. 70.079      

No. of records: 21    Max count: 8 (17th Oct 2020)      Earliest   25th Apr    Latest   5th Nov 

This species was recorded just once in each of 2017 and 2018, but five times in 2019, and 14 times in 2020 including a record 

eight in a single trap at Kinramer Wood on 17th October. It is perhaps becoming more common, although a greater trapping 

effort around the spruce plantation at Kinramer Wood in 2020 probably accounts at least in part for the increase in records. 

Spruce Carpet has been found at various sites around the west of the island, and one was found near Ushet Lough in October 

2020. Although there are two generations of adults each year, all but three of our records have been of the second (autumn) 

generation. 

 

Thera obeliscata    GREY PINE CARPET             ABH no. 70.081      

No. of records: 1     

The only recent record of this species is a single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer Wood on 17th September 2020. There 

is also at least one pre-2017 record on the island. 
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Plemyria rubiginata rubiginata   BLUE-BORDERED CARPET          ABH no. 70.084      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 2 (13th Aug 2020)      Earliest   13th Aug    Latest   13th Sep 

There are just three recent records of this species on Rathlin. One was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 13th August 2020, 

while another was in a trap at Kinramer Wood on the same night. Another adult was found in Kinramer Wood during the day on 

13th September 2020. There is also at least one older (pre-2010) record. 

 

Cidaria fulvata    BARRED YELLOW             ABH no. 70.085      

No. of records: 46    Max count: 6 (13th Jul 2018; 23rd Aug 2019)      Earliest   29th Jun    Latest   13th Sep 

This species has been recorded numerous times every year, although only ever in small numbers. All records have been from 

overnight moth traps in the western part of the island, apart from one found by day at Ballyconagan on 23rd August 2019. 

 

Blue-bordered Carpet (left) is one of Rathlin’s rarer geometrids, while the striking Barred Yellow (right) is a more common sight. 

 

Electrophaes corylata   BROKEN-BARRED CARPET           ABH no. 70.086      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1 (all records)       

There are just two records of this species on Rathlin. An adult was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 4th June 2018. Another 

was trapped near the chapel on 25th June 2019. 

 

Cosmorhoe ocellata  PURPLE BAR             ABH no. 70.087      

No. of records: 81    Max count: 14  (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest   4th Jun    Latest  14th Sep 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, mostly from moth traps but occasionally from daytime field 

observations too. All records have been in the western part of the island, although this probably just reflects the trapping effort. 

The biggest single-trap count was nine caught at Cleggan on 13th August 2020. 

 

Eulithis testata   CHEVRON              ABH no. 70.090      

No. of records: 37    Max count: 8  (21st Aug 2018)      Earliest   8th Jul    Latest  24th Sep 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, all involving small numbers of adults attracted to 

moth traps. All have been at sites in the western part of the island, although this may just reflect trapping effort. The highest 

single-trap count has been six individuals, at Kebble on 24th August 2018 and at Kinramer on 15th August 2020. 
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Eulithis populata  NORTHERN SPINACH             ABH no. 70.091    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, which is a little surprising as there are three 

previous records, two of which have been at our regular trapping sites. These previous records were near the chapel in 1937, at 

Kebble on 28th July 2001, and at Cleggan on 24th July 2013. 

 

Gandaritis pyraliata   BARRED STRAW           ABH no. 70.093      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 6  (24th Jul 2019)      Earliest   13th Jul    Latest   25th Jul 

There have only been four records of this species on Rathlin, all of which have been in moth traps. The first was at Cleggan on 

13th July 2018, followed by further single adults at Kebble on 18th July and at Cleggan on 25th July 2018. The only further record 

was on 24th July 2019, when six were caught in a trap set at Demesne. This may indicate that Barred Straw has been greatly 

under-recorded due to most of the trapping taking place in the west of the island. 

 

Ecliptopera silaceata  SMALL PHOENIX             ABH no. 70.094      

No. of records: 6    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   17th May    Latest   26th Aug 

The first two records of this species on Rathlin were in moth traps at Cleggan on 7th and 26th June 2018. Since then, single 

adults have been caught in moth traps on four more occasions. 2019 records were at Kebble on 17th May, and at the chapel on 

25th June and 24th July. 2020’s only record was at Kinramer on 26th August.  

 

Chloroclysta siterata  RED-GREEN CARPET            ABH no. 70.095 

No. of records: 17    Max count: 5  (14th Nov 2017)      Earliest   28th Sep    Latest   8th  May 

Adults of this species fly in the autumn, and again in the spring after hibernating through the winter. The first record for Rathlin 

was three adults caught in a trap at Kinramer on 7th May 2017. Since then there have been several records each year, mostly in 

autumn between 28th September and 14th November, but there have also been four post-hibernation spring records between 

27th March and 8th May.  As well as in moth traps, Red-Green Carpet has regularly been found feeding on fuchsia flowers after 

dark in October and November, including five at Kinramer on 14th November 2017. 

 

Small Phoenix (left) has only been recorded on Rathlin very occasionally. Red-green Carpet (right) appears to be common on the 

island, but like many species that fly mainly in the autumn and early spring it is likely to be under-recorded. 
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Chloroclysta miata  AUTUMN GREEN CARPET            ABH no. 70.096      

No. of records: 6    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   24th Sep    Latest   20th Apr 

Like the previous species, adults of this moth fly in the autumn, and again in the spring after hibernating through the winter. The 

first record for Rathlin was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 20th October 2018. The only spring record for the island was one 

caught at Kinramer on 20th April 2019, and later the same year there were two September records at Cleggan and the chapel. In 

2020, one was caught at Kinramer on 5th November, and another was found attracted to house lights at Cleggan on 25th 

November. 

 

Dysstroma truncata truncata  COMMON MARBLED CARPET           ABH no. 70.097      

No. of records: 28    Max count: 13  (7th Jun 2018)      Earliest   14th May    Latest   6th Oct 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, although it seems less frequent than the similar 

Dark Marbled Carpet. It has two generations of adults per year, occurring quite neatly before and after Dark Marbled Carpet’s  

single generation, with little overlap in dates between these species. All records have been from moth traps and generally in low 

numbers, with 13 in a trap at Cleggan on 7th June 2018 the only single-trap count higher than 7. Records have come from 

various sites around the west of the island, and at the chapel. 

 

Dysstroma citrata citrata  DARK MARBLED CARPET           ABH no. 70.098      

No. of records: 48    Max count: 14  (4th Aug 2018)      Earliest   3rd Jul    Latest   6th Sep 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, mainly in moth traps but occasionally as adults disturbed from vegetation 

by day. All records have been of between one and seven individuals, with the exception of 14 caught in a trap at Cleggan on 4th 

August 2018. As well as many locations in the western part of the island, Dark Marbled Carpet has also been found at the chapel. 

 

Colostygia pectinataria   GREEN CARPET            ABH no. 70.100      

No. of records: 56    Max count: 13  (8th Jul 2018)      Earliest   14th Jun    Latest   23rd Jul 

There have been numerous records of this species in moth traps every year, from various locations in the west of the island and 

also in the area around the chapel. The highest single-trap counts have been seven individuals at Kebble on 18th June 2017 and 

7th July 2018, and again seven at Cleggan on 8th July 2018. 

 

Dark Marbled Carpet (left) and Green Carpet (right) are both among the more commonly recorded geometrids on Rathlin. 
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Colostygia multistrigaria   MOTTLED GREY            ABH no. 70.101      

No. of records: 12    Max count: 4  (20th Feb 2019)      Earliest   10th Jan    Latest   1st Apr 

This is one of very few species that have been recorded regularly in the first couple of months of the year. It was recorded on six 

dates in early 2018, and two dates in each of 2019 and 2020. As well as records in moth traps at Kebble, Kinramer and Cleggan, 

it has been seen attracted to house lights on a couple of occasions and found by searching roadside vegetation after dark. There 

is also at least one pre-2017 record. 

 

Lampropteryx suffumata  WATER CARPET            ABH no. 70.103      

No. of records: 21    Max count: 4  (19th May 2018)      Earliest   3rd May    Latest  25th Jun 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, all involving very small numbers of adults caught in 

moth traps. As well as the regular trapping sites at Kinramer and Cleggan, Water Carpet was recorded twice around the chapel 

in 2019. 

 

Operophtera brumata  WINTER MOTH                          ABH no. 70.106 

Not recorded during 2017-2020, but 4 records in 2021  Max count: 4 (30th Dec 2021) 

This species was not recorded during the four years of regular moth recording from 2017 to 2020. However, one was found 

attracted to building lights at Cleggan on 28th January 2021, and there were three records in December 2021, when an external 

building light left on after dark proved far more successful at attracting them than the usual moth trap.  There is also a previous 

record of the species from the 1990s. It is likely that Winter Moth has been under-recorded due to its unusual flight season, and 

it is probably more common than the records show. 

 

Epirrita autumnata   AUTUMNAL MOTH            ABH no. 70.109 

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (all records) 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin on 17th October 2020, when a male was caught at a moth trap at Kinramer. It was 

retained as a specimen and two other Epirrita species, virtually indistinguishable on wing markings, were ruled out by close 

examination of the abdomen tip. Another male caught in the same location on 5th November 2020 had identical wing markings 

to the first specimen and was recorded as this species without keeping it for examination. 

 

Epirrita filigrammaria   SMALL AUTUMNAL MOTH          ABH no. 70.110      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (all records)    

The only records of this species on Rathlin were in 2020, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Cooraghy Bay on 29th 

August and at Kinramer on 6th September. 

 

Three species which fly late in the year, as their names suggest: Winter Moth (left), Autumnal Moth (middle), and Small 

Autumnal Moth (right). The Winter Moth is one of the few species on the wing in the dead of winter, and is unusual in that the 

females have only vestigial wings and are flightless. We have not yet managed to find a female on the island. 
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Mesotype didymata didymata  TWIN-SPOT CARPET            ABH no. 70.131      

No. of records: 6    Max count: 2  (8th Aug 2020; 17th & 21st Aug 2018)      Earliest   8th Aug    Latest   26th Aug 

All six recent records of this species have been found by day in clifftop locations including Kinramer North, the West Light and 

Ballyconagan. It seems likely that setting moth traps in such habitat at the right time of year may reveal it to be more common 

than the few records suggest. Twin-spot Carpet has also been recorded on the island at least once in the past. 

Twin-spot Carpet on the cliff edge at Kinramer North. 

 

Perizoma alchemillata  SMALL RIVULET             ABH no. 70.133    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there are five old records on the island. 

Four of these were in the 1930s, and the other was in 1988. 

 

Perizoma bifaciata    BARRED RIVULET            ABH no. 70.134      

No. of records: 1    

The only recent record of this species was on 24th July 2019, when two adults were caught in a trap at Demesne. It has 

apparently been found on the island previously, including at Cleggan and Kinramer in 2001, so it is surprising that we have not 

encountered it at these well-surveyed sites in the last few years. 

 

Perizoma blandiata blandiata  PRETTY PINION      ABH no. 70.136    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping. It has been recorded on Rathlin in the past, 

but apparently not since 1937. 

 

Perizoma albulata albulata   GRASS RIVULET            ABH no. 70.137     

No. of records: 26    Max count: 9  (5th July 2017)      Earliest   16th Jun    Latest   11th Aug 

There have been several records of this species in each of the years from 2017 to 2020, mostly from overnight moth traps but 

with occasional daytime field observations too. The highest single-trap counts have been 9 in a trap at Knockans on 5th July 

2017 and 7 in a trap at Kinramer on 18th July 2018. Other records have come from Cleggan and Ballyconagan. Before 2017, it 

seems the only record of Grass Rivulet on Rathlin is from 1937. 
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Gymnoscelis rufifasciata   DOUBLE-STRIPED PUG           ABH no. 70.141     

No. of records: 32    Max count: 8  (20th Apr 2018)      Earliest   20th Feb    Latest   25th Aug 

This species was only recorded twice in 2017, but in the subsequent three years it was one of the most commonly recorded of 

the pug moths. Most records have been from moth traps, but adults have occasionally been found by day too. It has always 

occurred in just low numbers, with six at Kinramer on 20th April 2018 the only single-trap count greater than four. There are two 

generations of adults each year, one in the early spring and another in July and August. 

 

Chloroclystis v-ata    V-PUG             ABH no. 70.142     

No. of records: 8    Max count: 2  (8th May 2020; 24th Jul 2019)      Earliest   8th May    Latest   13th Aug 

In recent years, this species was recorded twice in 2017, followed by a blank year in 2018, then three records in 2019 and three 

more in 2020. All have been caught in moth traps, and all have been single individuals with the exception of two at the chapel on 

24th July 2019. Other sites have included Kebble, Kinramer, and Cleggan. The species was also known on the island pre-2017. 

 

Pasiphila rectangulata   GREEN PUG             ABH no. 70.144     

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   29th Jun    Latest   24th Jul 

The only recent records of this species are single adults trapped at Kinramer on 29th June 2017, at Cleggan on 24th July 2017, 

and at Cleggan again on 22nd July 2020. There is also at least one older record on the island. 

 

Eupithecia tenuiata  SLENDER PUG             ABH no. 70.147    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but it has been found here once in 2013. 

 

Eupithecia pulchellata   FOXGLOVE PUG            ABH no. 70.151      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species was a rather worn-looking adult trapped at Cleggan on 13th June 2020.  

 

Eupithecia pygmaeata  MARSH PUG             ABH no. 70.154      

No. of records: 1     

This is a scarce species in Northern Ireland, known only from a handful of locations, and was an unexpected addition to the 

Rathlin moth list. An adult was found flying by day along the clifftop at Bull Point on 5th July 2017. The foodplant, Field Mouse-

ear, is not known to be present on Rathlin. 

Two species of pug that have been recorded on Rathlin just once. A rather worn Foxglove Pug trapped at Cleggan, and a Marsh 

Pug caught during the day at Bull Point. The latter was flying rapidly along the coast and was eventually captured for 

identification after a desperate clifftop pursuit.  
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Eupithecia venosata venosata  NETTED PUG           ABH no. 70.155      

No. of records: 7    Max count: 4  (6th Jun 2018)      Earliest   18th May    Latest   9th Jun 

This is a rare species in Northern Island, known only from a very few sites other than Rathlin. It was first found on the island in 

the 1970s, but it appears not to have been recorded again, despite efforts to locate it, until 2017. 

One was caught at a moth trap at Kinramer on 25th May 2017, and then two were found attracted to building lights at the West 

Light on 29th May. In 2018, two were trapped at the West Light on 6th June, with two more trapped at Kebble the same night. 

Another two were caught at Cleggan on 7th June, and then another at the West Light on 9th June. The only record in 2019 was 

an adult found at rest on the steps at the West Light on 18th May. 2020 was a blank year, although no trapping was done at the 

West Light, which seems to be the best location known for this species. 

 

All the Netted Pugs we have seen on Rathlin have been very pale and appear to be of the subspecies venosata, rather than the 

plumbea form found on much of the Irish Coast. 

 

Eupithecia dodoneata OAK-TREE PUG             ABH no. 70.157      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   8th May    Latest   1st Jun 

Single adults of this pug have been recorded on Rathlin on three occasions. The first was caught in a trap at Kinramer on 15th 

May 2018. The others were both trapped at Cleggan, on 8th May and 1st June 2020.  

 

Eupithecia pusillata JUNIPER PUG             ABH no. 70.158      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   22nd Aug    Latest   15th Sep 

Single adults caught in a trap at Cooraghy Bay on 22nd August, 29th August and 15th September 2020 are the only recent 

records of this species on Rathlin. This is one of the few locations on the island where Juniper grows, and the lack of trapping 

effort at this site in previous years probably explains why Juniper Pug was not recorded. There is also at least one older (pre-

2010) record of the species on the island. 

 

Eupithecia tripunctaria  WHITE-SPOTTED PUG            ABH no. 70.160      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 4  (26th Jul 2020)      Earliest   17th May    Latest   26th Jul 

The first record of this species was a single adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 28th May 2018. Another was caught at 

Cleggan on 17th May 2019. In 2020, four were caught in a trap at Kinramer Wood on 26th July. 
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Eupithecia virgaureata  GOLDEN-ROD PUG             ABH no. 70.161      

No. of records: 11    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   22nd Apr    Latest   10th Aug 

The first three records of this species on Rathlin were in 2018, and there have since been a few records in each of 2019 and 

2020. Apart from one found by day in 2020, all records have been of single adults in moth traps at Cleggan or Kinramer. 

 

Eupithecia tantillaria  DWARF PUG                      ABH no. 70.162      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is a single adult caught at Cleggan on 1st June 2020. 

 

Eupithecia lariciata  LARCH PUG                      ABH no. 70.163      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 2  (28th Jun 2018) 

The only records of this species on Rathlin were in 2018 – the first record was of two adults caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 

28th June, followed by one trapped at Cleggan on 4th July. 

 

Eupithecia nanata   NARROW-WINGED PUG            ABH no. 70.168      

No. of records: 61    Max count: 7  (recorded on 4 dates)      Earliest   8th May    Latest   27th Aug 

This has been the most commonly recorded pug on Rathlin, with numerous records every year, almost all in moth traps. It has 

been found at just about all the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, and also around the chapel. 

 

Eupithecia distinctaria THYME PUG              ABH no. 70.172      

No. of records: 14    Max count: 3  (4th & 7th Jun 2018; 18th Jun 2020)      Earliest   4th Jun    Latest   4th Jul 

This is a scarce species in Northern Ireland, known recently from just a few coastal sites. It was first found on Rathlin in 2017 

when one was attracted to building lights at the West Light on 11th June. Since then there was one more record in 2017, 

followed by eight records in 2018, just a single record in 2019, and three records in 2020. Most have been in moth traps, at 

locations including Cleggan, Kinramer, Kebble, Druim, and the West Light. The highest single-trap count was three at Kinramer 

on 4th June 2018. 

 
Thyme Pug, a notable species for Rathlin, and records in every year suggest it is not uncommon.   
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Eupithecia centaureata   LIME-SPECK PUG            ABH no. 70.173      

No. of records: 23    Max count: 7  (8th Jul 2018)      Earliest   28th Jun    Latest   16th Aug 

There have been a few records of this species in moth traps in each of the last four years, all at sites in the western part of the 

island. A count of six in a trap at Cleggan on 8th July 2018 is the only single-trap total greater than three individuals. 

 

Eupithecia satyrata callunaria SATYR PUG              ABH no. 70.177      

No. of records: 5    Max count: 2  (4th Jul 2020)      Earliest   14th Jun    Latest   4th Jul 

This species was first found on the island in 2020, when there were records on five dates. An adult was caught in a moth trap at 

Kinramer on 26th June, but the other records were all diurnal sightings, including two at the cliffs of Kinramer North on 4th July. 

It is possible that this relatively nondescript moth had been overlooked in previous years. 

 

Lime-speck Pug (left) is one of the most distinctive of the pugs and is found quite commonly on Rathlin. Satyr Pug (right) is not 

particularly distinctive and easily overlooked, which may account for the small number of records. 

 

Eupithecia absinthiata  WORMWOOD PUG            ABH no. 70.179      

No. of records: 20    Max count: 5  (26th Jul 2019)      Earliest   29th Jun    Latest   9th Aug 

This species has been recorded in moth traps just a few times in each of the last four years. All records have been of single 

moths, except for 26th July 2019 when four were caught at Kebble, plus another at Cleggan the same night. As well as at various 

sites in the west of the island, there has been a record at the chapel. 

 

Eupithecia vulgata  COMMON PUG             ABH no. 70.183      

No. of records: 33    Max count: 17  (4th Jun 2018)      Earliest   24th Apr    Latest   8th Jul 

This is a fairly commonly recorded pug species on the island, with several records from moth traps every year. 2018 seemed to 

be a particularly good year for this moth, accounting for almost half of the records and all four of the highest single-trap counts, 

including nine at Kinramer and eight at Cleggan on the same night on 4th June. 

 

Eupithecia subfuscata  GREY PUG                           ABH no. 70.190      

No. of records: 19    Max count: 6  (25th Jun 2019)      Earliest   28th May    Latest   13th Jul 

There have been a few records of this species in each of the last four years, all of adults caught in moth traps. As well as at 

various sites in the west of the island, there have been three records in the area around the chapel, including the peak count of 

six (four and two) in two traps there on 25th June 2019. 
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Aplocera plagiata scotica  TREBLE-BAR                           ABH no. 70.192      

No. of records: 64    Max count: 11  (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest   14th Jun    Latest   27th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, mostly at light traps but also occasionally disturbed from vegetation by 

day. Although a frequent moth trap visitor, it has only been recorded in low numbers, with the highest total caught at a single 

trap being eight individuals. 

 

 
Treble-bar, a common but jazzy species with a striking pattern that blends in remarkably well in typical habitat.  

 

Acasis viretata  YELLOW-BARRED BRINDLE                        ABH no. 70.200      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is a single adult found resting on a wall next to a moth trap at Cleggan on 17th May 2019. 

 

Trichopteryx carpinata   EARLY TOOTH-STRIPED                         ABH no. 70.202      

No. of records: 1    

A single adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 22nd April 2020 is the only record of this species on Rathlin. 

 

Two Rathlin rarities with just a single record each: The Yellow-barred Brindle (left) was lurking outside the trap and very nearly 

managed to escape our attention. Early Tooth-striped (right) flies early in the season and may prove to be more common if 

regular trapping is carried out during the right season. 
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Abraxas grossulariata MAGPIE                           ABH no. 70.205      

No. of records: 48    Max count: 15  (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest   29th Jun    Latest   1st Sep 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, both in moth traps and as adults disturbed from vegetation by day. 

Numbers caught in moth traps have generally been low, and have reached low double figures on just three occasions. As well as 

the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, the species has been recorded at Demesne. 

 

Lomaspilis marginata CLOUDED BORDER                          ABH no. 70.207      

No. of records: 23    Max count: 5  (9th Jun 2018)      Earliest   31st May    Latest   1st Sep 

A single adult caught on 18th June 2017 seems to be the first record of this species for Rathlin. There were no further records in 

2017, but there have been several in each of the three subsequent years, including a peak count of five in a single trap at Kebble 

on 9th June 2018. Most have been caught in moth traps, but there have also been a few daytime sightings of adults. Records 

have come from widespread locations on the island including Knockans, the chapel and Ballyconagan. 

 

Magpie (left) is a common and distinctive species often found by day. Clouded Border (middle and right), another pied species, 

is very variable in its black and white patterning. 

 

Chiasma clathrata clathrata LATTICED HEATH                         ABH no. 70.218      

No. of records: 12    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   31st May    Latest   26th Jul 

There was just one record of this species in 2017, but there have been a few in each of the subsequent years. All records have 

been of single adults in the western part of the island, and all have been caught in moth traps except for one found during the 

day on 31st May 2020. There is also at least one record from before 2017. 

 

Petrophora chlorosata BROWN SILVER-LINE                         ABH no. 70.222      

No. of records: 57    Max count: 58  (17th May 2019)      Earliest   22nd Apr    Latest   21st Jun 

This has been a commonly recorded species in moth traps every year. As well as at the trapping sites in the western part of the 

island, it has been recorded at the chapel. Single-trap counts have been in double figures eight times, including the highest 

counts of 35 at Cleggan on 17th May 2019, and 23 at Kebble on the same date. 

 

Opisthograptis luteolata  BRIMSTONE MOTH           ABH no. 70.226      

No. of records: 57    Max count: 8  (18th Jun 2020)      Earliest   17th May    Latest   7th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, mostly in moth traps but with occasional field records of adults too. As 

well as the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, it has been found near the chapel and at Roonivoolin. Numbers 

caught in moth traps have been invariably low, with eight at Kinramer on 18th June 2020 the only single-trap count higher than 

five. Numerous larvae were found on Hawthorn at Kinramer in November 2020. 
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The adult Brimstone Moth (left) is a commonly encountered and fairly unmistakable yellow species. The caterpillars (right) are 

astonishingly good mimics of small twigs, blending in perfectly with the Hawthorn branches on which they overwinter. We’ve 

mainly found them at night when they dangle from a branch by a silk thread – this makes them very much easier to spot.  

 

Epione repandaria  BORDERED BEAUTY            ABH no. 70.227      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest   23rd Jul    Latest   21st Aug 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin in 2018, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Kebble on 5th, 7th, and 21st 

August. The only subsequent record was another single adult trapped at Kebble on 23rd July 2019. 

 

Ennomos alniaria  CANARY-SHOULDERED THORN           ABH no. 70.234      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species on Rathlin is an adult caught in a moth trap near Druim on 13th September 2020. 

 

Selenia dentaria  EARLY THORN             ABH no. 70.237      

No. of records: 65    Max count: 6  (7th & 10th Aug 2020)      Earliest   6th Apr    Latest   31st Aug 

This is easily the most common of the thorn moths on Rathlin, with numerous records from moth traps every year, although 

only ever in low numbers. Most records are from the west of the island, but it has also been found at the chapel. 

 

 

Bordered Beauty (left) appears to be rare on Rathlin, with all records so far coming from Kebble. The spectacular Canary-

shouldered Thorn (centre) is even rarer, with just a single record, despite being seemingly widespread on the Antrim coast. 

Early Thorn (right) is very common and, although it is well camouflaged and resembles a dead leaf, is easily identified by its 

resting posture in which the wings are held together above the moths back. It is unusual for a moth to rest like this, although it is 

a very familiar pose among the butterflies. 
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Selenia lunularia  LUNAR THORN              ABH no. 70.238    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of moth trapping, but there is a single record from Cleggan in 2001. 

 

Odontopera bidentata SCALLOPED HAZEL             ABH no. 70.240      

No. of records: 17    Max count: 5  (30th May 2018)      Earliest   9th May    Latest   7th Jun 

This species has been recorded a few times in each of the last four years. An adult was found dead on the road near Ballycarry in 

May 2017, but all other records have come from moth traps in the western part of the island. A catch of five at Cleggan on 30th 

May 2018 is the only single-trap count greater than three. 

 

Crocallis elinguaria  SCALLOPED OAK             ABH no. 70.241      

No. of records: 35    Max count: 13  (4th Aug 2018)      Earliest   17th Jul    Latest   21st Aug 

There have been several records of this species every year, all in moth traps in the western part of the island, although this 

probably just reflects trapping effort. It has generally occurred in low numbers, with 13 at Cleggan on 4th August 2018 the only 

single-trap count greater than seven. 

 

Ourapteryx sambucaria SWALLOW-TAILED MOTH           ABH no. 70.243      

No. of records: 1    

This is a widespread and generally common species, but we have only recorded it once in four years of mothing on Rathlin. A 

single adult was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 26th July 2019. It has also been recorded at least once on the island before 

2017, and it is possible that it has been under-recorded in the last few years due to most of the trapping effort taking place at 

the west end of the island. 

 

Three large and distinctive geometrids (from left): Scalloped Hazel, Scalloped Oak, and Swallow-tailed Moth. 

 

Colotois pennaria  FEATHERED THORN                         ABH no. 70.244      

No. of records: 3 Max count: 1  (all records) 

This species is probably under-recorded due to its very late flight season, but there have been three records on Rathlin. Single 

adults were caught at Kebble on 5th October 2018, and at Kinramer on 5th and 9th November 2020. 

 

Phigalia pilosaria  PALE BRINDLED BEAUTY            ABH no. 70.247      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)      

The only records of this species have been single adults caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 26th February 2019 and 5th March 

2020. It is likely to be under-recorded as there has been little trapping effort during its very early flight season. 
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Biston betularia  PEPPERED MOTH             ABH no. 70.252      

No. of records: 28    Max count: 5  (8th Jul 2020)      Earliest    8th May    Latest   24th Jul 

Although this species was only recorded once in 2007, there have been several records in each of the subsequent three years. 

All have been adults caught in moth traps, and all have been at the regular trapping sites at Kinramer and Cleggan, apart from 

single records at Cooraghy Bay and Demesne. A single adult on 8th May 2020 is the earliest record by almost a month. All 

Peppered Moths recorded have been of the pale form. 

 

Agriopis marginaria DOTTED BORDER               ABH no. 70.255      

No. of records: 1 

The only record of this species is a single adult, found clinging to roadside vegetation at Kinramer during a breezy and drizzly 

night on 20th November 2017. 

Peppered Moth (left), as seen in your school biology textbook! A chance encounter in poor weather led to our sole record of 

Dotted Border (right), proving that it is worth going out to see what you can find even in the most unlikely mothing conditions.  

 

Peribatodes rhomboidaria WILLOW BEAUTY             ABH no. 70.258    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single record from Kinramer on 

4th August 2003. 

 

Selidosema brunnearia scandinavaria  BORDERED GREY          ABH no. 70.262      

No. of records: 5    Max count: 6  (22nd Aug 2020)      Earliest    31st Jul   Latest   22nd Aug 

This scarce species was first discovered on the island at Kebble in 2001, and is something of a Rathlin speciality. Apart from 

Rathlin, the only known population in Northern Ireland is at Peatlands Park in County Armagh (Thompson & Nelson, 2006). 

Our experience in four years of recording has been that Bordered Grey must be quite localised on the island. A single adult in a 

moth trap at Kinramer on 2nd August 2017 was the only record that year, followed by two completely blank years despite 

regular trapping in suitable areas. 2020 was much more productive for this species, beginning with a single adult trapped at the 

clifftop above Cooraghy Bay on 31st July, then further singles were caught in traps at Cleggan on 13th and 17th August. Finally, 

an exceptional six were in a trap at Cooraghy Bay on 22nd August. 
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Bordered Grey: one of Rathlin’s most notable moth species. Adults almost invariably seem to be in very shabby condition, but 

the male’s extravagant antennae are a good clue to identification in even the most threadbare specimens. 

 

Alcis repandata repandata MOTTLED BEAUTY                    ABH no. 70.265      

No. of records: 31    Max count: 14  (25th Jun 2019)      Earliest    18th Jun   Latest   25th Aug 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, with all records coming from moth traps. Although 

most have been at the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, by far the highest single-trap count was 11 at the chapel 

on 25th June 2019. This may suggest Mottled Beauty has been under-recorded due to the westerly bias in our trapping effort. 

 

Alcis jubata   DOTTED CARPET                              ABH no. 70.266      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 5  (13th Aug 2020)      Earliest    18th Jun   Latest   25th Aug 

First recorded in 2020, this is probably one of the most surprising species to have been found on Rathlin. The first record was of 

two caught at Cleggan on 10th August, followed by one at Kinramer Wood the next day. On 13th August two were caught at 

Cleggan, while three more were caught at Kinramer Wood. If the species was present in previous years, it is surprising that we 

had not recorded it at these well-surveyed sites. Dotted Carpet feeds on Usnea beard lichens, and the only other known sites for 

the species anywhere in Ireland are Breen Wood and nearby woodland sites in North Antrim (per Moths Ireland). 

 

It was a bit of a shock to find one slightly mangled looking Dotted Carpet in the moth trap, but absolutely astonishing when 

several more of this scarce species appeared in subsequent days. There is plenty of Usnea lichen at Kinramer, and it will be 

interesting to see if an established population of these moths persists in the coming years. 
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Ectropis crepuscularia   ENGRAILED                         ABH no. 70.270      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 3  (9th Apr 2020)       

There are just two records of this species on Rathlin, both from moth traps set at Cleggan: One on 20th April 2018, and three on 

9th April 2020. 

 

Ematurga atomaria COMMON HEATH                             ABH no. 70.275      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 12  (25th May 2020)      Earliest    25th May   Latest   14th Jun 

This day-flying species seems to be quite localised on Rathlin, and managed to remain undetected from 2017 to 2019. In 2020 it 

was found to be common on a small section of the north cliffs of the island, with at least 12 seen flying around the clifftops there 

on 25th May. A single adult was seen at Ballyconagan on 28th May, and 3 more were at the same location on the north cliffs on 

14th June. Common Heath appears to have been noted on the island in the past (Thompson & Nelson, 2006), although the 

details are unknown and the 2020 sightings will be considered the first records for the island. 

 

Bupalus piniaria BORDERED WHITE                                      ABH no. 70.276      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1 

The only records of this species on Rathlin were in 2017. Single adults were caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 14th June and 

at the West Light on 18th June. 

 

Common Heath (left), another species with spectacular feathered antennae. Bordered White (right) feeds on pines, and 

although Rathlin does have scattered Lodgepole Pine, the two records might just have been stragglers from the mainland. 

 

Cabera pusaria COMMON WHITE WAVE                                   ABH no. 70.277      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest    27th May   Latest   14th Jul 

Single adults have been recorded in moth traps just four times in recent years: at Kinramer on 6th June and 14th July 2018, at 

the chapel on 25th June 2019, and at Kinramer on 27th May 2020.There is also at least one pre-2017 record. 

 

Cabera exanthemata COMMON WAVE                                   ABH no. 70.278      

No. of records: 9    Max count: 3  (18th Jun 2017; 5th Jul 2017)      Earliest    27th May   Latest   14th Jul 

This species has been recorded four times in 2017, four times in 2018, and once in 2019. All have been adults caught in moth 

traps, and all have been single individuals except for three at Kebble on 18th June 2017 and three at Knockans on 5th July 2017. 

There is also at least one old record. 
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Lomographa temerata CLOUDED SILVER                                   ABH no. 70.280      

No. of records: 4    Max count: 2  (4th Jun 2018)      Earliest    15th May   Latest   25th Jun 

Clouded Silver was first recorded on Rathlin in 2018, when one was caught in a trap at Cleggan on 28th May, followed by two at 

the same site on 4th June. Single adults trapped at Cleggan on 15th May 2019 and near the chapel on 25th June 2019 are the 

only subsequent records. 

 

Campaea margaritaria LIGHT EMERALD                                   ABH no. 70.283      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 2  (25th Jun 2019)      Earliest    25th Jun   Latest   8th Jul 

There have only been three recent records of this species, all of adults caught in moth traps: one at Kinramer on 29th June 2017, 

two at the chapel on 25th June 2019, and one at Cleggan on 8th July 2020. It has also been recorded on the island pre-2017. It is 

possible that Light Emerald is more common in the eastern parts of the island and has consequently been under-recorded. 

 

Charissa obscurata  ANNULET                                             ABH no. 70.287 

Not recorded 2017–2020 

This species has apparently been recorded at several sites on the island in the past, including at Kebble on 25th July 1989, but 

we have not had any records in the last four years of recording. 

 

Cleorodes lichenaria BRUSSELS LACE                                   ABH no. 70.288      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (all records) 

The first record of this species on Rathlin was an adult caught at Kinramer on 29th June 2017. Another was caught at the same 

location on 19th September 2019. 

 

Dyscia fagaria  GREY SCALLOPED BAR                                  ABH no. 70.292      

No. of records: 12    Max count: 5  (18th Jun 2020)      Earliest    29th Jun   Latest   19th Sep 

This species has been recorded in each of the last four years, but not commonly. All records have been adults attracted to moth 

traps at Kinramer or Cleggan. Five caught at Kinramer on 18th June 2020 is the only single-trap count greater than three. 

 

Pseudoterpna pruinata atropunctaria  GRASS EMERALD         ABH no. 70.297      

No. of records: 70    Max count: 79  (8th Jul 2018)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  27th Aug 

This has been a very commonly recorded species every year. The vast majority of records have been from moth traps, although 

there have been occasional daytime observations too, and almost all have been in the western part of the island. Abundance 

seems to have varied quite dramatically from year to year, with notably high numbers in 2018 when single-trap counts exceeded 

20 on four occasions including an exceptional 71 in a trap at Cleggan on 8th July. For comparison, the peak counts in other years 

were just five in 2017, 20 in 2019, and 12 in 2020. 

 

Three more gorgeous geometrids (from left): Brussels Lace, Grey Scalloped Bar, and Grass Emerald. 
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Notodontidae 
 

Cerura vinula  PUSS MOTH                      ABH no. 71.003      

No. of records: 22    Max count: 3  (3rd May 2017)      Earliest  27th Apr    Latest  14th Jun 

There have been several records of adult Puss Moths in moth traps each year, although always in very small numbers. All 

records have been at Kinramer, Cleggan and Kebble, but little trapping has been done at other sites during the spring. The 

remarkable caterpillars were found in good numbers at Kinramer North in July 2020, including at least 20 found in that area on 

the 17th. Caterpillars were also found at Ballyconagan at that time. 

Puss Moth life cycle, clockwise from top left: eggs (two hatched) on a willow leaf; a tiny 1st instar larva; newly moulted 2nd 

instar larva; recently moulted late instar larva with black eggs of a parasitoid wasp, Netelia vinulae, attached; the bizarre and 

spectacular final instar larva; the hard cocoon the larva constructs around itself from chewed-up wood; the large and luxuriantly 

furry adult moth. 

 

Furcula furcula  SALLOW KITTEN                     ABH no. 71.005      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  

This species was first recorded on Rathlin on 31st May 2018, when an adult was caught in a trap at Kinramer.  Another adult was 

caught at Kebble on 18th June 2019. In September 2020, the caterpillars proved easier to find than the adults, with single larvae 

found at Kinramer and at two different sites at Kebble, and at least two larvae found near the East Light. 

Sallow Kitten larva (left) and adult (right), showing the close family resemblance shared with the Puss Moth. 
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Notodonta dromedarius   IRON PROMINENT                 ABH no. 71.012      

Not recorded 2017–2020  

We have had no records of this species in the last four years of recording. There are two previous records at Kinramer on 22nd 

and 23rd June 2003. 

 

Notodonta ziczac  PEBBLE PROMINENT                    ABH no. 71.013      

No. of records: 33    Max count: 3  (1st Jul 2020)      Earliest  4th May    Latest  21st Aug 

Adults of this species have been recorded several times each year, always in moth traps and never more than two individuals in 

any single trap. All have been at sites in the west of the island, although this may just reflect trapping effort. As well as adults, 

numerous larvae were found on willows at Kebble, Kinramer North and near the East Light in late summer 2020. 
 

Again following the Notodontidae family trend, the Pebble Prominent, the adult (left) is fabulously furry, and the caterpillar 

(right) looks like some kind of bizarre alien. 

 

Ptilodon capucina  COXCOMB PROMINENT                    ABH no. 71.021      

No. of records: 2     Max count: 1   (both records)     

The only recent records of this species are single adults caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 23rd July 2019 and at Cleggan on 

22nd July 2020. There is also one previous record from 1937. 

 

Phalera bucephala  BUFF-TIP                              ABH no. 71.025      

No. of records: 28    Max count: 3  (18th Jun 2017)      Earliest  27th May    Latest  26th Jul 

Adults of this species have been recorded in moth traps several times each year, from widespread sites on the island but 

invariably in very small numbers. Numerous larvae were found on willows near the East Light in late summer and autumn 2020. 

From left, Buff-tip eggs on willow leaf, caterpillar, and…oh just some sticks, nothing to see here (with thanks to Ann Henderson).  
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Clostera pigra  SMALL CHOCOLATE-TIP                         ABH no. 71.028      

Recorded as larva only 

This is the only macro-moth species that has been found on Rathlin as a caterpillar but has never been recorded as an adult. The 

larvae were first discovered on willows in heathland at Kinramer North on 16th July 2017. They were found to be very numerous 

in that area until early September, with records on Creeping, Eared, and Grey Willows. More caterpillars were found near the 

East Light in late July. The species is seemingly abundant in suitable habitat on Rathlin, and the lack of adult records is 

presumably due them not being strongly attracted to light. 

Small Chocolate-tip caterpillars were usually found enclosed within spun willow leaves, but many were encountered venturing 

out in the open, like this early instar caterpillar (left) sharing a bush with a photo-bombing Puss Moth, and plump final instar 

caterpillar (right). 

 

Erebidae 
 

Scoliopteryx libatrix HERALD                              ABH no. 72.001      

No. of records: 7    Max count: 2  (29th May 2018)      Earliest  18th Apr    Latest  7th Aug 

The first records of this species were in 2017, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 18th May and 14th 

June. The only 2018 record was of two caught at Kinramer on 29th May. In 2019, single adults were caught at Kebble on 18th 

April, 1st May and 5th June, and at Kinramer on 7th August. There were no records in 2020. 

 

Rivula sericealis  STRAW DOT                              ABH no. 72.002      

No. of records: 43    Max count: 5  (8th Jul 2018; 16th Jul 2020)      Earliest  24th Jun    Latest  9th Aug 

This species has been recorded numerous times every year, often in moth traps but also frequently when disturbed from 

vegetation by day. All records have been of very low numbers, and all have been at sites around the western part of the island, 

although this may just reflect survey effort. 

 

Hypena proboscidalis  SNOUT                              ABH no. 72.003      

No. of records: 44    Max count: 7  (14th Jul 2018)      Earliest  22nd Jun    Latest  24th Aug 

Snout has been recorded numerous times in each of the last four years, at widespread sites on the island. Apart from a single 

field observation, all have been caught in moth traps, and always in small numbers. A count of seven at Kinramer on 14th July 

2018 is the only single-trap total greater than five. 
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Spilosoma lutea   BUFF ERMINE                             ABH no. 72.019      

No. of records: 89    Max count: 62  (18th Jun 2020)      Earliest  25th May    Latest  26th Jul 

This is one of the most frequently recorded moths in the early summer, appearing in moth traps virtually every time and often in 

quite large numbers. Its flight season overlaps with the equally abundant White Ermine, and together they have dominated 

moth catches on Rathlin for several weeks each year. Coincidentally, the record count from a single trap is exactly the same as 

for White Ermine, with 51 in a trap at Kinramer on 18th June 2020. Caterpillars have also been found occasionally. 

 

Spilosoma lubricipeda  WHITE ERMINE                             ABH no. 72.020      

No. of records: 126    Max count: 102  (4th Jun 2018)      Earliest  28th Apr    Latest  23rd Jul 

Like the closely related Buff Ermine, this has been one of the most commonly recorded macro-moths every year, appearing at 

traps virtually every night during the flight season, and frequently in quite large numbers. White Ermine has, however, been 

recorded more times than Buff Ermine due to it having a longer flight season. The highest number caught in a single trap is 51, 

which coincidentally occurred in two traps on the same night – 51 at Cleggan and 51 at Kinramer on 4th June 2018. As well as 

adults, caterpillars have occasionally been found. 

 

Both of our Spilosoma species occur commonly in large numbers, and we’ve seen great variation among them. In this mating 

pair of Buff Ermines (left) the male is strongly coloured while the female is very pale. White Ermines (middle and right) are 

usually white with black speckles of varying intensity, but we have also seen some individuals on Rathlin with a strong grey-

brown wash to the wings (right). 

 

Diaphora mendica  MUSLIN MOTH                             ABH no. 72.022      

Not recorded 2017–2020    

There is a record of this species on Rathlin from 2011, but we have not recorded any in the last four years of regular trapping. 

 

Diacrisia sannio   CLOUDED BUFF                             ABH no. 72.023      

No. of records: 1    Max count: 1 

Another one that almost got away! The only record of this species was an adult resting on a wall next to a moth trap at Kinramer 

on 5th July 2017, found and photographed just moments before it took flight and vanished into the distance. There are very few 

Northern Irish records of this species and, although the habitat on Rathlin may be suitable for it, the 2017 record is perhaps 

most likely to have been an immigrant. 

 

Phragmatobia fuliginosa fuliginosa  RUBY TIGER                          ABH no. 72.024      

No. of records: 13    Max count: 3  (18th Jun 2017; 24th Jun 2019)      Earliest  8th May    Latest  25th Jun 

This is one of the few macro-moth species that has been recorded more frequently as a larva than as an adult. There have been 

just a few records of adults each year, almost always from overnight moth traps, and always in very small numbers. Caterpillars 

have been recorded at widely scattered sites in the autumn and, after overwintering, in the late winter and early spring. 

Caterpillar sightings were particularly frequent in autumn 2020, when there was a high level of daytime recording effort. 
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We were lucky to get this single photo of Rathlin’s only Clouded Buff (left) moments before it took flight, never to be seen again. 

Ruby Tigers are usually more cooperative, appearing regularly as adults (2nd image) and as larvae (3rd image). Most of the 

caterpillars are the typical ginger form, but we have also seen at least one of the black form (right). 

 

Parasemia plantaginis plantaginis  WOOD TIGER                           ABH no. 72.025      

No. of records: 9    Max count: 5  (18th Jun 2020)      Earliest  14th Jun    Latest  4th Jul 

This day-flying species was not recorded in 2017, but has been seen every year since, including on six dates in 2020. Sightings 

have mostly been at Kinramer North and other sites along the clifftops on the north coast of the island, but the highest count 

was five adults seen at Kebble on 18th June 2020. As well as adults, caterpillars have been found once in 2018 and once in 2020. 

 

Arctia caja  GARDEN TIGER                              ABH no. 72.026      

No. of records: 90    Max count: 32  (18th Jul 2018)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  27th Aug 

Adults of this species have been very commonly recorded in moth traps every year, at widespread locations on the island. 

Numbers caught per trap have regularly been in low double figures, but have only exceeded 15 on two occasions: 19 at Cleggan 

on 24th July 2017, and 28 at Kinramer on 18th July 2018. The caterpillars have also been encountered many times during the 

day in spring, and a dozen early instar caterpillars were found on Eared Willow on 8th October 2021. 

Adult Wood Tigers (top left) are easily disturbed from vegetation by day, and usually whirr away in a blur of black and yellow. 

Their hairy caterpillars (bottom left) are also fast movers. The spectacular Garden Tiger (centre) is common in moth traps. The 

pattern of brown and white on the forewings is quite variable (bottom right). The caterpillars (top right) will be familiar to many 

as they are often seen rapidly roaming about in early spring shortly before they pupate. 



85 
 

Tyria jacobaeae CINNABAR                               ABH no. 72.031      

No. of records: 87    Max count: 113  (5th Jun 2019)      Earliest  7th May    Latest  15th Jul 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, both in moth traps and as daytime observations, in most parts of the 

island. Numbers in moth traps have regularly been in double figures during May and June, and have exceeded 50 on three 

occasions: 55 at Cleggan on 4th June 2018, 54 at Cleggan on 17th May 2019, and 79 at Kinramer on 5th June 2019. The black and 

yellow caterpillars are also a very common sight on ragwort in late summer. 

 

Thumatha senex ROUND-WINGED MUSLIN                            ABH no. 72.037      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)       

The only records of this species were in July 2019: single adults caught in moth traps at Cleggan on the 18th and at Kinramer on 

the 29th. 

 

The jazzy red and black adult Cinnabar (left) is commonly encountered around the island by day, but the yellow and black 

striped caterpillars (middle) will be even more familiar, with large numbers easily found feeding openly on Common Ragwort. 

The Round-winged Muslin (right) is very much rarer, but somewhat underwhelming in appearance in comparison. 

 

Cybosia mesomella FOUR-DOTTED FOOTMAN                                 ABH no. 72.038      

Not recorded 2017–2020    

There have been no records of this species in our four years of recording, but one caught at Kebble on 23rd July 2013 was only 

the second record of this species anywhere in Ireland. 

 

Atolmis rubricollis  RED-NECKED FOOTMAN                            ABH no. 72.042      

No. of records: 9    Max count: 2  (recorded on 4 dates)      Earliest  7th Jun    Latest  16th Jul 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin when one was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 30th June 2018, and another was 

caught at Kinramer Wood the following night. An adult found at Kinramer Wood by day on 15th June was the only record in 

2019. There were records on six dates in 2020, two of which were from overnight moth traps, and the rest were found by day 

around Kinramer Wood. 

 

Eilema depressa  BUFF FOOTMAN                             ABH no. 72.043      

No. of records: 20    Max count: 15  (11th Aug 2020)      Earliest  23rd Jul    Latest  15th Sep 

In recent years, this species has increased dramatically in Northern Ireland from a rarity to a common and widespread resident. 

The first record on Rathlin was on 21st August 2017, followed by another a week later. Since then there have been multiple 

records every year. From 2017 to 2019 the highest number of individuals caught in a single trap was just 2, but much higher 

counts were recorded in 2020, including a peak of 15 in a trap at Kinramer Wood on 11th August. As well as at various sites in 

the western part of the island, the species has been recorded at the chapel. 
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Red-necked Footman (left) may be becoming more frequent, but it will do well to match the rapid expansion of Buff Footman 

(right) on Rathlin and throughout Northern Ireland. 

 

Eilema lurideola  COMMON FOOTMAN                            ABH no. 72.045      

No. of records: 23    Max count: 3  (29th Jul 2019; 31st Jul 2020)      Earliest  26th Jun    Latest  30th Aug 

Adults of this species have been recorded in moth traps on three dates in 2017, three dates in 2018, six dates in 2019 and ten 

dates in 2020. This could suggest that it is increasing, although the number of individuals caught at any time has remained very 

low. As well as various sites around the west of the island, it has been recorded at the chapel. There are also some older records 

from the island. 

 

Eilema complana  SCARCE FOOTMAN                            ABH no. 72.046      

No. of records: 29    Max count: 13  (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  15th Sep 

Despite its English name, this currently seems to be the most common of the footman moths on Rathlin. After a blank year in 

2017, it was recorded on three dates in 2018, on nine dates in 2019 and on twelve dates in 2020. Before 2020 the highest single-

trap count had been just three individuals, but counts of 12 were recorded on 31st July and 10th August 2020. All this would 

seem to indicate that the species has been increasing yearly, although the highest counts in 2020 were all at Cooraghy Bay, a site 

which had had very little trapping effort in previous years. There are also some older records from the island. 

 

Herminia grisealis  SMALL FAN-FOOT                             ABH no. 72.055      

No. of records: 7    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest  1st Jun    Latest  7th Jul 

Single adults of this species have been recorded in moth traps seven times in recent years: twice in 2018, three times in 2019 

and twice in 2020. Most records have been at Cleggan, but there has also been one near the chapel. 

 

Hypenodes humidalis MARSH OBLIQUE-BARRED                         ABH no. 72.060      

No. of records: 17    Max count: 17  (26th Jul 2019)      Earliest  18th Jul    Latest  6th Sep 

There were no records of this tiny species in 2017, but it has been recorded several times in each of the subsequent three years. 

All have been adults attracted to moth traps, and mostly at Kebble which has been by far the most reliable site for this moth. 

Single-trap counts have reached double figures three times, all at Kebble and all in July 2019, including 17 on the 26th. 
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Schrankia costaestrigalis  PINION-STREAKED SNOUT                       ABH no. 72.061      

No. of records: 32    Max count: 5  (24th Jul 2017)      Earliest  24th Jun    Latest  20th Aug 

This species has been recorded several times every year, always in moth traps set in sites around the west end of the island. It 

has only ever appeared in traps in very low numbers, with four at Cleggan on 24th July 2017 the only single-trap count greater 

than two. 

 

Euclidia mi  MOTHER SHIPTON                                 ABH no. 72.084      

No. of records: 14    Max count: 6  (14th Jun 2020)      Earliest  1st May    Latest  18th Jun 

This day-flying moth was not recorded in 2017 or 2018, but there were three separate sightings of single adults at Kebble in 

2019. 2020 seemed to be a good year for the species, with eleven records including three at Kinramer South on 10th May and 

six seen on a walk along the north cliffs on 14th June. Other records were at various places around Kinramer and at Knockans. 

With its inconspicuous nature and a lack of daytime recording, the Mother Shipton was presumably just overlooked in the blank 

years. It has also been recorded on Rathlin in the past. 

 

Mother Shipton, uncharacteristically posing in clear view, nicely showing the profile of the famous Yorkshire soothsayer 

outlined on its forewings. 
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Noctuidae 
 

Abrostola tripartita SPECTACLE                                 ABH no. 73.001      

No. of records: 64    Max count: 5  (several dates)   Earliest  15th May    Latest  21st Aug 

This species has been recorded numerous times every year, with all records referring to small numbers of adults caught at moth 

traps. As well as the regular trapping sites at the west of the island, it has been caught near the chapel and at Demesne. 

 

Abrostola triplasia  DARK SPECTACLE                                ABH no. 73.002      

No. of records: 21    Max count: 3  (24th Jul 2019)      Earliest  1st Jun    Latest  13th Aug 

There was only one record of this species in 2017, but it has been recorded more frequently in the subsequent years. All records 

have been adults caught in moth traps, invariably in very small numbers. Most records have been at Kinramer or Cleggan, but 

the peak count of three was taken in a trap at Demesne on 24th July 2019. 

 

A pair of spectacles: front views of Spectacle (left) and Dark Spectacle (right) showing off their eponymous head gear. 

 

Diachrysia chrysitis BURNISHED BRASS                            ABH no. 73.012      

No. of records: 81    Max count: 14  (24th Jul 2017)      Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, at just about every location in which moth traps have been set. All records 

have been of adults in moth traps, generally in small numbers, with 13 at Demesne on 24th July 2019 the biggest single-trap 

total.  

 

Autographa gamma SILVER Y                                     ABH no. 73.015      

No. of records: 98    Max count: 51  (4th Jul 2018)      Earliest  19th May    Latest  9th Nov 

A common immigrant species, Silver Y has been recorded numerous times every year, both in moth traps and as diurnal 

observations. Records span the entire period from mid-May to mid-October, plus a single late sighting on 9th November 2020. 

Only low numbers have been recorded at moth traps, with peak counts of seven in a trap at Kinramer on 27th July 2018, and 

seven again at Kinramer on 31st May 2020. However, much larger numbers have sometimes been seen flying by day, including 

at least 50 counted around Kinramer Wood on 4th July 2018. As well as adult moths, caterpillars were found in August and 

September 2020. 
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Autographa pulchrina BEAUTIFUL GOLDEN Y                    ABH no. 73.016      

No. of records: 69    Max count: 8   (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, at various trapping sites in the west of the island and also at Ballynoe and 

at the chapel. Apart from a single adult found by day, all records have been from overnight moth traps. It has not been a 

particularly numerous moth trap visitor, with eight at Kinramer on 23rd July 2019 the highest single-trap count. 

 

Autographa jota  PLAIN GOLDEN Y                         ABH no. 73.017      

No. of records: 8    Max count: 2   (9th Aug 2020)      Earliest  15th Jul    Latest  9th Aug 

There was just one record of this species in 2017, followed by a blank year in 2018 and another single record in 2019. 2020 was a 

much better year with six records, including two in a trap at Kinramer on 9th August. All records have been from moth traps at 

Kinramer or Cleggan. There are also some older records from the island. 

 

Autographa bractea GOLD SPANGLE                        ABH no. 73.018      

No. of records: 37    Max count: 5   (24th Jul 2017)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  17th Aug 

This species has been recorded several times every year, invariably in small numbers. Apart from a single adult found by day, all 

records have been from overnight moth traps. Most have been at Kinramer or Cleggan, but there is a single record from each of 

Kebble and Demesne. 

 

Attractive species with metallic markings and dorsal tufts: Burnished Brass (top left), Silver Y (top right), Beautiful Golden Y 

(bottom left), Plain Golden Y (bottom middle), and Gold Spangle (bottom right). These are all regular moth trap visitors, apart 

from the Plain Golden Y, which has only been recorded occasionally. Silver Y is a migrant which appears in variable numbers and 

can often be seen flying by day. 

  



90 
 

Plusia festucae  GOLD SPOT                         ABH no. 73.022      

No. of records: 48    Max count: 8   (14th Jul 2018)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  13th Sep 

This species has been recorded in moth traps numerous times every year. As well as at the regular trapping sites at the west of 

the island, it has also been caught at Demesne. Numbers caught have invariably been low, with a peak of eight in a trap at 

Kinramer on 14th July 2018. One on 13th September 2020 is the latest record by a couple of weeks. 

 

Plusia putnami gracilis  LEMPKE’S GOLD SPOT                       ABH no. 73.023      

No. of records: 7    Max count: 5   (22nd Jul 2020)      Earliest  16th Jul    Latest  17th Aug 

Two adults were caught at Cleggan on 16th July 2019. At the time, the only previous records of the species anywhere on the 

island of Ireland were from many decades earlier, and are considered unverifiable. The Cleggan specimens were sent for 

verification to Dr Ken Bond, who confirmed them both as Lempke’s Gold Spots, one male and one female, and these are now 

accepted as the first records for Ireland. 

A run of records of Lempke’s Gold Spot in 2020 indicated that the species must be established on Rathlin. One was caught at 

Kinramer on 16th July, followed by a remarkable count of five in a single trap at Cleggan on 22nd July, and another single moth 

at Kinramer on 26th July. In August, further singles were caught at Kinramer on the 6th, and at Cleggan on the 8th and 17th. At 

the time of writing, these remain the only records anywhere in Ireland. 

This species is very similar to the Gold Spot, and it is possible that it was overlooked here before 2019. However, we were 

interested to learn that Lempke’s Gold Spot has been increasingly common on Islay, even outnumbering Gold Spot in recent 

years, and it could be that it has only recently colonised Rathlin from Scotland. Perhaps it will appear in mainland Northern 

Ireland soon. 

 

Lempke’s Gold Spot (lower moth in left image, and middle two images) and Gold Spot (upper moth in left image, and right two 

images). After the surprise of catching two Lempke’s Gold Spots in 2019, we have looked very closely at every Plusia moth we 

have caught. The key identification feature is the shape of the longest white streak near the tip of the forewing (blunt in 

Lempke’s Gold Spot, sharply pointed in Gold Spot), which we have found to be consistent. The forewing length of our Lempke’s 

Gold Spots has been consistently around 15-16mm, while for Gold Spots it seems more variable, and usually longer than this. 

We have not been convinced by any other potential differences in markings between the two species. 
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Deltote pygarga  MARBLED WHITE SPOT                       ABH no. 73.024      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is an adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 14th June 2017. The habitat on Rathlin seems 

suitable for this moth, with plenty of heathland with Purple Moor-grass, but there are very few other records around the north 

coast of NI. 

 

Acronicta psi  GREY DAGGER                      ABH no. 73.038      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  25th Jun    Latest  24th Jul 

A single adult caught at Cleggan on 4th July 2018 is the only record from the regular trapping sites in the western part of the 

island. Despite only occasional trapping in the eastern part of the island, it has been caught there twice: at the chapel on 25th 

June 2019, and at Demesne on 24th July 2019. Additionally, several of the striking caterpillars were found around the chapel in 

2020. 

From these sightings, it would appear that Grey Dagger is probably much more common on Rathlin than the very low number of 

records suggests, but distributed mainly in the under-surveyed eastern part of the island. There is also at least one older record 

from pre-2017. 

 

Grey Dagger is a species that is arguably more spectacular as a caterpillar (right) than as an adult moth (left). 

 

Acronicta leporina  MILLER                         ABH no. 73.040      

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is an adult caught in a moth trap at Kebble on 18th June 2017. Its main foodplant is birch, which is 

virtually absent on Rathlin, and this was perhaps most likely a stray wanderer from the mainland. 

 

Acronicta menyanthidis scotica  LIGHT KNOT GRASS           ABH no. 73.042      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1   (both records)       

There have been two records of this species on Rathlin: an adult caught at Kebble on 6th June 2018, and another caught at 

Cleggan on 1st June 2020. It appears to be a rare moth in NI, known only from a few scattered sites (per Moths Ireland). 

 

Acronicta rumicis  KNOT GRASS                 ABH no. 73.045      

No. of records: 82    Max count: 23   (4th Jun 2018)      Earliest  28th Apr    Latest  29th Jul 

Adults of this species have been recorded very commonly in moth traps every year, at most trapping sites. Numbers caught have 

generally been low, with single-trap counts exceeding twelve on just two occasions: 22 at Kinramer on 29th May 2018, and 20 at 

Cleggan the following day. As well as adults, the colourful and bristly caterpillars have also been commonly recorded, with up to 

five found on 13 dates between July and September 2020. 
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More grey noctuids: Miller (left) and Light Knot Grass (2nd from left) are both rarities on Rathlin, while Knot Grass (3rd from 

left) is very common, and we have frequently encountered its colourful hairy caterpillars. 

Cucullia umbratica  SHARK                          ABH no. 73.052      

No. of records: 18    Max count: 2   (recorded on 4 dates)      Earliest  27th May    Latest  26th Jul 

This species has been recorded in moth traps a few times in each of the last four years. As well as the regular trapping sites at 

Kinramer and Cleggan, it has been recorded near the chapel. 

 

Stilbia anomala  ANOMALOUS                         ABH no. 73.061      

No. of records: 32    Max count: 25   (15th Sep 2020)      Earliest  15th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

Although this species has been recorded multiple times in each of the last four years, 2020 was easily the best year, accounting 

for more than half of the total records. A remarkable 19 at Cooraghy Bay on 15th September 2020 is by far the highest single-

trap count. As well as those from overnight moth traps, adults have been found by day on a couple of occasions. All records have 

been from sites in the western part of the island, although this may just reflect trapping effort. 

 

Allophyes oxyacanthae GREEN-BRINDLED CRESCENT                       ABH no. 73.068      

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1 (all records)      Earliest  6th Oct    Latest  20th Oct 

This species was first recorded in 2018, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 6th October and at Cleggan 

on 20th October. The only subsequent record was at Kinramer on 17th October 2020. As with other late autumn species, it has 

probably been under-recorded. 

 

Xylocampa areola  EARLY GREY                          ABH no. 73.069      

No. of records: 17    Max count: 4   (9th Apr 2020)      Earliest  25th Mar    Latest  28th Apr 

There have been several records of this species in 2018, 2019 and 2020. There are no pre-2018 records, but this is probably due 

to a lack of trapping during this moth’s very early flight season. All records have been adults caught in moth traps, and they have 

come from various sites around the west end of the island. Four caught in a trap at Cleggan on 9th April 2020 is the only count 

greater than two. 

 

Bryophila domestica  MARBLED BEAUTY                 ABH no. 73.084      

No. of records: 12    Max count: 2   (recorded on three dates)      Earliest  7th Jul    Latest  10th Aug 

This species has been recorded every year, but not commonly. The best year has been 2020, with six records. Most have been 

adults caught in moth traps, at various sites in the western part of the island, but they have also been found by day on the 

concrete structures at the West Light.  
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Caradrina morpheus MOTTLED RUSTIC                         ABH no. 73.092      

No. of records: 1  

We have not recorded this species at any of the regular trapping sites at the west of the island, but one was caught in a moth 

trap at Demesne on 24th July 2019, suggesting that it could just be very localised. The species has also been recorded at least 

once in the past. 

 

Hoplodrina octogenaria  UNCERTAIN                      ABH no. 73.096      

No. of records: 9    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  7th Jul    Latest  10th Aug 

The ‘uncertainty’ of this moth is due to its similarity to the following species, and worn Hoplodrina examples may not be 

identifiable. The Uncertain seems to be much less common on Rathlin than the Rustic, and our only records have been single 

adults caught in moth traps on three dates in 2019, and six dates in 2020. Records have been at Kinramer, Cleggan and Cooraghy 

Bay. The species has also been recorded on the island pre-2017. 

 

Hoplodrina blanda  RUSTIC                          ABH no. 73.097      

No. of records: 76    Max count: 23   (26th Jul 2020)      Earliest  26th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, from just about all trapping sites. All records have been adults caught in 

moth traps. The most caught in a single trap was 21 at Kinramer on 26th July 2020, and there have been seven other double-

figure counts.  

 

Rusina ferruginea  BROWN RUSTIC                         ABH no. 73.102      

No. of records: 1     

The only recent record of this species is a single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 26th May 2020. There is also one 

previous record from 2013. 

 

Mormo maura  OLD LADY                                 ABH no. 73.107      

No. of records: 1     

An adult found inside a building at Druim on 2nd August 2018 was a surprising record, and remains the only sighting of this 

species on Rathlin. 

 

Thalpophila matura STRAW UNDERWING                   ABH no. 73.109    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there are three previous records on the 

island. These were in 1988, 1989, and a more recent record on 28th July 2001. 

 

Phlogophora meticulosa  ANGLE SHADES                ABH no. 73.113      

No. of records: 72    Max count: 25   (2nd Oct 2019)      Earliest  19th Apr    Latest  25th Nov 

This common species has been recorded numerous times every year, with records of adults caught in moth traps throughout the 

period April to November. Numbers in traps have invariably been very low, peaking at just five at Cleggan on 28th September 

2019. However, the species is clearly more abundant than the trap data suggests, and searching fuchsia flowers after dark has 

regularly revealed the species in larger numbers, including at least 25 on just a few bushes at Kinramer on 2nd October 2019. 

Larvae were found at Kinramer in November 2020, and several more in December 2021. 
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Old Lady (left) was a fantastic indoor record and we are indebted to Hilary Bourne for finding it and sharing this photo… we only 

wish we could get to see one ourselves! Angle Shades (right) is an unmistakable species that can be found throughout the year. 

Euplexia lucipara  SMALL ANGLE SHADES                       ABH no. 73.114      

No. of records: 18    Max count: 3   (29th Jun 2018)      Earliest  30th May    Latest  9th Aug 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years. 2017 was the best year, with seven records. All 

have been adults caught in moth traps, always in very low numbers. As well as sites at the west of the island, the species has 

been recorded at Ballynoe. 

 

Celaena haworthii  HAWORTH’S MINOR                       ABH no. 73.118      

No. of records: 33    Max count: 15   (21st Aug 2018)      Earliest  18th Jul    Latest  15th Sep 

This species has been recorded numerous times in each of the last four years, at various sites in the western part of the island. It 

has generally occurred in moth traps in low numbers, with 13 at Kebble on 21st August 2018 easily the highest single-trap count. 

Apart from one seen by day at Kebble on 3rd September 2020, all records have been from overnight moth traps. 

 

Helotropha leucostigma leucostigma  CRESCENT                            ABH no. 73.119      

No. of records: 2    Max count: 2   (17th Aug 2020)       

Our only records of this species have been a single adult caught at Kinramer on 9th August 2020, and two caught at Cleggan on 

17th August 2020. Additionally, we are aware of at least one older record on the island. 

 

Crescent (left) and two Haworth’s Minors caught together in August 2020. 
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Gortyna flavago  FROSTED ORANGE                  ABH no. 73.121      

No. of records: 13    Max count: 7   (15th Sep 2020)      Earliest  20th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

The first Rathlin record of this autumnal species was on 20th August 2018. This was followed by two more records that year, and 

then several in each of 2019 and 2020. The highest count from a single trap was four at Cleggan on 15th September 2020, and 

there have been counts of three on four other occasions. All records have been adults in moth traps, and have been at various 

sites around the western part of the island. 

 

Frosted Orange is an attractive species that sounds like a delicious confection and always heralds the coming of autumn. 

 

Hydraecia micacea  ROSY RUSTIC                        ABH no. 73.123      

No. of records: 106    Max count: 63   (7th Aug 2018)      Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  11th Oct 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, with records from moth traps at numerous locations on the island. It 

has often been a fairly numerous moth trap visitor, with single-trap counts of over 30 recorded on six occasions, including the 

record catch of 62 at Cleggan on 7th August 2018. As well as those in traps, adults have been seen feeding on Common Ragwort 

after dark, and have occasionally been found by day. 

 

Amphipoea agg.  EAR MOTH agg.                                  ABH no. 73.126-129              

No. of records: 31    Max count: 11   (17th Aug 2020; 25th Aug 2019)      Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  11th Oct 

Four closely related species – Saltern Ear A.fucosa, Large Ear A.lucens, Ear Moth A.oculea, and Crinan Ear A.crinanensis – cannot 

be identified without dissection, and have been recorded as Ear Moth agg. Only Large Ear has been confirmed to be present on 

Rathlin (see below), but it is possible (and perhaps likely) that some of the other species could occur here too. Only by retaining 

specimens for dissection will the true picture be revealed. 

Unidentified Ear sp. moths have been recorded on multiple occasions in each of the last four years, particularly in 2020 which 

had more than twice as many records as any previous year. All have been adults caught overnight in moth traps, and all have 

been in the western part of the island, although this probably reflects a lack of trapping at other sites in the late summer. 

 

Amphipoea lucens  LARGE EAR                         ABH no. 73.127      

At least one Amphipoea caught on the island in 1988 was confirmed as this species by dissection. It is likely that many of the 

unidentified Ear Moth agg. records from the last four years would have been this species, especially as it appears to be the most 

widespread member of this genus in NI. 
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Luperina testacea  FLOUNCED RUSTIC                     ABH no. 73.131      

No. of records: 62    Max count: 34   (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest  11th Jul    Latest  15th Sep 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, and was especially common in 2020 which had as many records as the 

previous three years combined. Single-trap counts never reached double figures in 2017 to 2019, but there were seven double-

figure counts in 2020 including 26 at Cooraghy Bay on 10th August and 24 at the same site on 22nd August. All records have 

been of adults attracted to moth traps, and all have been in the western part of the island, although this probably reflects a lack 

of trapping effort in other areas during the late summer. 

 

Rhizedra lutosa  LARGE WAINSCOT                     ABH no. 73.134      

No. of records: 8    Max count: 8   (24th Sep 2019)      Earliest  7th Sep    Latest  5th Oct 

The first record of this species on Rathlin was at Cleggan on 27th September 2018. There were two more records in 2018, then 

four in 2019 and one in 2020. All have been adults caught in moth traps, and most have been at Kebble including eight in a single 

trap there on 24th September 2019. 

 

Denticucullus pygmina SMALL WAINSCOT                     ABH no. 73.144      

No. of records: 103    Max count: 42   (9th Aug 2020)      Earliest  13th Jul    Latest  20th Oct 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year. Single-trap counts have exceeded 20 on three occasions, including 30 

at Kebble on 9th August 2020. As well as those caught in moth traps, there have been a few observations of adults active by day, 

including one seen ovipositing at Kinramer on 5th August 2020. 

 

Photedes minima  SMALL DOTTED BUFF                    ABH no. 73.147      

No. of records: 28    Max count: 4   (4th Jul 2018)      Earliest  17th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

Small number of this species have been recorded at overnight moth traps several times in each of the last four years. All records 

have been from sites in the western part of the island, although it has been found in other parts of the island in the past. 

 

Apamea remissa  DUSKY BROCADE                     ABH no. 73.154      

No. of records: 58    Max count: 22   (24th Jun 2020)      Earliest  30th May    Latest  16th Jul 

There have been numerous records of this species every year, all of adults caught in moth traps. It has generally only been 

caught in quite low numbers, with double figures recorded in a single trap on just two occasions: 11 at Kinramer on 18th June 

2020, and 21 at Cleggan on 24th June 2020. As well as at all the trapping sites at the west end of the island, it has also been 

recorded at Ballynoe and near the chapel. 

 

Apamea epomidion CLOUDED BRINDLE             ABH no. 73.155    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of moth trapping, but there is a single previous record from 1988. 

 

Apamea crenata  CLOUDED-BORDERED BRINDLE                  ABH no. 73.156      

No. of records: 84    Max count: 46   (27th May 2017)      Earliest  19th May    Latest  2nd Aug 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, at just about every site at which moth trapping has been conducted. 

All records have been of adults caught in moth traps, and usually in low numbers. The highest count recorded in a single trap 

was 32 at Cleggan on 27th May 2017, and single-trap counts have reached more than 20 on three other dates.  
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Apamea sordens  RUSTIC SHOULDER-KNOT             ABH no. 73.158    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is an old record from 1937. 

 

Apamea monoglypha  DARK ARCHES             ABH no. 73.162     

No. of records: 161    Max count: 244   (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  24th Sep 

This has been one of the most frequently recorded and most abundant species in moth traps on Rathlin every year. During its 

flight season, adults have been recorded almost every trap night, at every trapping location, sometimes in large numbers. The 

highest single-trap totals have been at Kinramer, and have included 169 on 23rd July 2019, and 150 on 9th August 2020. 

Among older records of this species is a phenomenal catch of over 1,100 Dark Arches in a single trap at the end of July 2001 (see 

section 2: Previous Lepidoptera recording on Rathlin). That night makes even our biggest catches seem rather insignificant! 

 

Apamea lithoxylaea  LIGHT ARCHES             ABH no. 73.163     

No. of records: 7    Max count: 3   (24th Jul 2019)      Earliest  1st Jul    Latest  8th Aug 

This species has been recorded once in 2018, twice in 2019 and four times in 2020. All have been adults caught in overnight 

moth traps, with records at Kinramer, Cleggan and Demesne. It has also been recorded on Rathlin in the past. 

 

Apamea furva brittanica  CONFUSED             ABH no. 73.165     

No. of records: 5    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  30th Jun    Latest  22nd Aug 

This is a rare species in Ireland, known only from a few coastal locations including Rathlin. One was caught in a moth trap at the 

West Light on 7th July 2018, and another adult was found inside a building there on 23rd July 2019. In 2020, single adults were 

recorded in moth traps at Kinramer on 30th June, at Cooraghy Bay on 8th July, and at Cooraghy Bay again on 22nd August. The 

last of these records is unusually late in the year for this species. 

Previously, Confused was found on Rathlin in 1988, and was recorded at seven different locations on the island in 2001 

(Thompson & Nelson, 2006).  

 

Light Arches (left) and Confused (right), both recorded in small numbers in 2018-2020. The latter is one of Rathlin’s most 

notable resident species.  

 

Lateroligia ophiogramma DOUBLE LOBED             ABH no. 73.168    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single previous record from 

Cleggan on 27th July 2001. 
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Mesapamea agg. COMMON RUSTIC agg.                   

No. of records: 106    Max count: 65   (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest  27th Jun    Latest  6th Sep 

Two Mesapamea species – Common Rustic M.secalis and Lesser Common Rustic M.didyma – can only be reliably separated by 

dissection. Although both species were shown to occur on Rathlin in 1988 (see below), most are not specifically identified and 

are recorded as Common Rustic agg. 

Unidentified Common Rustic agg. Have been recorded very commonly every year, at just about every trapping site. Single-trap 

counts greater than 40 have occurred on two occasions: 47 at Demesne on 24th July 2019, and 53 at Cleggan on 10th August 

2020. A single adult found by day on 27th June 2020 is the earliest record by a couple of weeks. 

 

Mesapamea secalis COMMON RUSTIC                ABH no. 73.169     

From a sample of seven Common Rustic agg. retained for dissection in 1988, five were confirmed to be Lesser Common Rustic. 

We are assuming that the remaining two were Common Rustic, although we have not seen this explicitly stated. It is very likely 

that some or many of the unidentified Mesapamea moths from the last four years would have been this species, but we have 

not had any dissected for confirmation. 

 

Mesapamea didyma LESSER COMMON RUSTIC            ABH no. 73.170     

From a sample of seven Common Rustic agg. retained for dissection in 1988, five were confirmed to be Lesser Common Rustic. 

These were apparently the first confirmed records of this species for Northern Ireland. It is very likely that some or many of the 

unidentified Mesapamea moths from the last four years would have been this species, but we have not had any dissected for 

confirmation. 

 

Litoligia literosa  ROSY MINOR              ABH no. 73.171     

No. of records: 18    Max count: 3   (29th Jul 2019; 9th Aug 2020)      Earliest  24th Jul    Latest  27th Aug 

This species has been recorded multiple times in each of the last four years, although 2020 accounts for half of all the records. 

All records have been adults caught in moth traps, including one at Demesne as well as the regular trapping sites at the west end 

of the island. 

 

Mesoligia furuncula CLOAKED MINOR              ABH no. 73.172     

No. of records: 6    Max count: 3   (10th Aug 2020)      Earliest  22nd Jul    Latest  13th Aug 

Although it evaded detection in 2017 and 2018, this species was recorded in moth traps twice in 2019 and four times in 2020. 

The 2020 records included three adults in the same trap at Cooraghy Bay on 10th August. There is also at least one previous 

record of this moth on Rathlin. 

 

Oligia agg.   MARBLED MINOR agg.                        ABH no. 73.173-175     

No. of records: 10    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  17th Jun    Latest  31st Jul 

Three closely related species – Marbled Minor O.strigilis, Rufous Minor O.versicolor, and Tawny Marbled Minor O.latruncula – 

cannot be identified without dissection and have been recorded as unspecified Marbled Minor agg. Single adults have been 

caught in moth traps on ten occasions in the last four years, with records at Kebble, Kinramer and Cleggan. 

 

Oligia fasciuncula  MIDDLE-BARRED MINOR                    ABH no. 73.176     

No. of records: 63    Max count: 21   (8th Jul 2018)      Earliest  30th May    Latest  25th Jul 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, and at every site in which moth traps have been run. Almost all records 

have been from overnight moth traps, but adults have also been found by day on a few occasions. The number recorded per 

single trap is generally low, but there have been double-figure counts on six occasions, the highest of which was 14 in a trap at 

Cleggan on 30th June 2018. 
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Xanthia togata  PINK-BARRED SALLOW                    ABH no. 73.181     

No. of records: 23    Max count: 15   (7th Sep 2019)      Earliest  21st Aug    Latest  4th Oct 

There have been multiple records of this species in each of the last four years, all of adults caught in moth traps, and all in the 

western part of the island. The highest single trap counts have been at Kebble: nine on 24th August 2019, and 13 on 7th 

September 2019. 

 

Cirrhia icteritia  SALLOW                              ABH no. 73.182     

No. of records: 8    Max count: 3   (26th Aug 2020)      Earliest  15th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

This species was recorded once in 2017, then twice in both 2018 and 2019, and three times in 2020 including three caught 

together at Kinramer on 26th August. All records have been adults in moth traps at sites in the western part of the island. It has 

also been recorded at least once on the island in the past. 

 

Agrochola lota  RED-LINE QUAKER                           ABH no. 73.189     

No. of records: 14    Max count: 7   (3 dates)      Earliest  13th Sep    Latest  5th Nov 

The first records of this species on Rathlin were in October 2018, when it was recorded on three dates. Since then there have 

been records on three dates in 2019 and on six dates in 2020. Flying mainly in October, it has been one of the more numerous 

species in moth traps at this time, with up to seven caught per trap. As well as in the moth traps, adults have also been found 

feeding on fuchsia flowers after dark. 

 

Agrochola macilenta  YELLOW-LINE QUAKER               ABH no. 73.190     

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  2nd Oct    Latest  20th Oct 

The first record of this species on Rathlin was at Cleggan on 20th October 2018. Since then it has been recorded three times at 

Kinramer: 2nd October 2019, 14th October 2020, and 15th October 2020. All have been single adults caught overnight in moth 

traps. 

 

Four species typical of the autumn, from left to right: Pink-barred Sallow, Sallow, Red-line Quaker, Yellow-line Quaker. 

 

Omphaloscelis lunosa    LUNAR UNDERWING                           ABH no. 73.193     

No. of records: 17    Max count: 12   (24th Sep 2019)      Earliest  13th Sep    Latest  28th Sep 

This autumnal species was not recorded at all in 2017 or 2018, probably because there was little trapping effort during the flight 

season. Since then, it has proved to be quite common here, with records on four dates in September 2019, and on seven dates 

in September 2020. The highest numbers caught in a single trap have been eight at Cleggan on 24th September 2019, and five at 

the same site on 15th September 2020. All records have come from overnight moth traps, at various sites in the western part of 

the island and also at the chapel. The species had also been recorded on Rathlin in the past. 
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Conistra vaccinii    CHESTNUT                                             ABH no. 73.194 

No. of records: 3    Max count: 2 (5th Nov 2020) 

The only recent records of this late autumn species were in November 2020. Single adults were caught at two trapping sites at 

Kinramer on the 5th, and another was caught at Kinramer on the 9th. There is also at least one pre-2017 record. 

 

Conistra ligula  DARK CHESTNUT                                    ABH no. 73.195     

No. of records: 1     

A single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 15th October 2018 is the only record of this species on Rathlin. It could be 

under-recorded due to its late flight season. 

 

Lithophane ornitopus lactipennis GREY SHOULDER-KNOT                  ABH no. 73.202     

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is an adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 22nd April 2020. It is a species of broadleaved 

woodland, feeding as a larva on oaks, so it is perhaps unlikely to be resident on Rathlin. 

 

Xylena vetusta  RED SWORD-GRASS                           ABH no. 73.209     

No. of records: 7    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  25th Mar    Latest  3rd May 

This species has been recorded in moth traps at Kinramer or Cleggan once in 2017, once in 2018, four times in 2019, and once in 

2020. It flies in autumn, then overwinters as an adult before flying again in the spring, but we have not had any autumn records. 

There is also at least one older record of the species on Rathlin. 

 

Our only example of a Grey Shoulder-knot (left), and the more regular Red Sword-grass (right), an excellent stick mimic. 

 

Cosmia trapezina  DUN-BAR                             ABH no. 73.216     

No. of records: 1    

A single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 15th August 2020 is the only record of this species from the last four years of 

recording. There is also an old record from 1988.  

 

Atethmia centrago  CENTRE-BARRED SALLOW           ABH no. 73.219     

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species on Rathlin is a single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 26th August 2020. The larval 

foodplant is Ash, and perhaps setting traps near the harbour, where these trees are more numerous, might reveal it to be more 

common than this single record suggests. 
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Antitype chi   GREY CHI                             ABH no. 73.228     

No. of records: 8    Max count: 3   (31st Aug 2018)      Earliest  17th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

This species has been recorded twice in 2018 (including three individuals on 31st August), three times in 2019, and three times 

in 2020. All have been adults attracted to moth traps at either Cleggan or Kinramer. There is also at least one previous record 

from before 2017. 

 

Aporophyla lueneburgensis NORTHERN DEEP-BROWN DART         ABH no. 73.232     

No. of records: 1     

An adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 21st August 2018 is the only recent record of this species on Rathlin, although it 

has also been recorded here more than once in the past. This appears to be a rare species in Northern Ireland, with very few 

recent records. 

 

Aporophyla nigra  BLACK RUSTIC                            ABH no. 73.233     

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  13th Sep    Latest  6th Oct 

The only records of this species in the last four years have been single adults caught at moth traps at Kinramer on 6th October 

2018, 19th September 2019, 2nd October 2019, and at Cleggan on 13th September 2020. It is perhaps under-recorded due to its 

late flight season, but seems to be uncommon on Rathlin.  As well as our recent records, it has also been recorded here at least 

once in the past. 

 

 

From left to right: Centre-barred Sallow, Grey Chi, Northern Deep-brown Dart and Black Rustic. Centre-barred Sallow and 

Northern Deep-brown Dart appear to be very scarce species on the island, with just a single record each in recent years. Grey 

Chi and Black Rustic are regular, but like other moths that fly late in the season, are likely to be under-recorded. 

 

 

Dasypolia templi  BRINDLED OCHRE                            ABH no. 73.234     

No. of records: 6    Max count: 4   (20th Apr 2018)      Earliest  11th Oct    Latest  20th Apr 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin on 20th April 2018, when four adults were caught in a moth trap at Kinramer, followed 

by three caught at the same site on 15th October 2018. In 2019, there were three records, all in the early spring. In 2020, there 

were four records, all in late autumn. 

Brindled Ochre is generally an autumn-flying species, but in Britain females are known to sometimes overwinter as adults and fly 

again in the early spring. This behaviour is apparently unknown on the island of Ireland and, as far as we know, our records in 

2018 and 2019 are the only Irish records of this species in spring. 
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Polymixis lichenea lichenea FEATHERED RANUNCULUS                         ABH no. 73.235     

No. of records: 4    Max count: 2   (4th Oct 2018)      Earliest  15th Sep    Latest  5th Oct 

All four records of this species have been adults caught in moth traps at Kebble: two on 4th October 2018, one on 5th October 

2018, one on 24th September 2019, and one on 15th September 2020. It is probably under-recorded because of its late flight 

season. It is quite a scarce coastal species in Ireland, with most records coming from the east coast. 

 

Brindled Ochre (left) and Feathered Ranunculus (right) are both quite scarce in Ireland, with distributions limited to sites on the 

north and east coasts. 

 

Mniotype adusta  DARK BROCADE              ABH no. 73.238    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there are four previous records: one in 

1988, two in June 1989, and one at the Rue on 3rd June 2011. 

 

Orthosia incerta  CLOUDED DRAB                                ABH no. 73.242     

No. of records: 9    Max count: 3   (28th Mar 2019)      Earliest  28th Mar    Latest  1st May 

Like other early spring species, this moth has probably been overlooked in the past due to little moth trapping being carried out 

at this time of year. The first record for the island was of three caught in a moth trap at Kebble on 28th March 2019, followed by 

records on four further dates in 2019, and on three dates in 2020. All have been adults attracted to moth traps in the western 

part of the island. 

 

Orthosia cerasi  COMMON QUAKER                                 ABH no. 73.244     

No. of records: 44    Max count: 15   (16th Apr 2020)      Earliest  26th Feb    Latest  19th May 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin in 2018, although it had presumably been overlooked in previous years due to little 

trapping effort during its early flight season. There have been numerous records in each year from 2018 to 2020, making it one 

of the few commonly encountered macro-moths during the early spring, although it has only been recorded in low numbers. 

The 15 trapped at Kinramer on 16th April 2020 is the only double-figure count. All records have been from overnight moth traps. 

 

Orthosia gothica  HEBREW CHARACTER                                 ABH no. 73.249     

No. of records: 88    Max count: 87   (20th Apr 2019)      Earliest  25th Mar    Latest  1st June 

This is probably the most frequently recorded macro-moth species in the relatively quiet early spring period. It has been 

recorded commonly every year, occasionally in abundance, including particularly high single-trap totals of 75 at Kinramer on 

20th April 2019 and 78 at the same site on 16th April 2020. Almost all records have been of adults caught in moth traps, but a 

larva was also found in May 2020. 
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Cerapteryx graminis ANTLER MOTH                                 ABH no. 73.254     

No. of records: 133    Max count: 80   (13th Aug 2020)      Earliest  4th Jul    Latest  19th Sep 

This species has been recorded very commonly every year, although its abundance seems to have varied quite considerably 

between years. In 2017, the highest number caught in a single moth trap was just nine, but the peak count in 2018 was 43, and 

in 2019 it was 28. By far the biggest year for Antler Moths, though, was 2020, when single-trap totals reached double figures on 

22 occasions, and exceeded 50 on four occasions. In addition to those caught in moth traps, there were many sightings of adults 

flying around during the day. As well as adults, a caterpillar was found in June 2020 and raised through to an adult.  

 

Hebrew Character (left) is perhaps the only species we ever saw in great abundance in the early spring. Antler Moth (right) is a 

common nocturnal visitor to moth traps, but is also frequently seen feeding at flowers during daylight in late summer. 

 

Polia nebulosa  GREY ARCHES                            ABH no. 73.261     

No. of records: 1     

A single adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 30th June 2018 is the only recent record of this species on Rathlin. There is 

one previous record from 2007. It is widespread on the mainland, where it is mainly associated with woodland habitats. 

 

Lacanobia thalassina PALE-SHOULDERED BROCADE                      ABH no. 73.264     

No. of records: 16    Max count: 3   (8th Jun 2019)      Earliest  7th May    Latest  22nd Jun 

This species has been recorded a few times in each of the last four years, although it seems to be quite uncommon on Rathlin. 

All records have been adults caught at moth traps in the western part of the island. 

 

Lacanobia oleracea BRIGHT-LINE BROWN-EYE                     ABH no. 73.267     

No. of records: 93    Max count: 12   (4th Jul 2018)      Earliest  25th May    Latest  10th Aug 

A common and widespread moth throughout Britain and Ireland, this species has been commonly recorded on Rathlin every 

year, although only in low numbers. All records have been of adults caught at overnight moth traps, and the most caught in a 

single trap has been ten individuals. The species has been recorded at just about every location on the island where trapping has 

been carried out. 

 

Ceramica pisi  BROOM MOTH                       ABH no. 73.271     

No. of records: 36    Max count: 6   (18th Jun 2020)      Earliest  22nd May    Latest  24th Jul 

There have been numerous records of this species in each of the last four years, although it has only ever been found in small 

numbers. All records of adults have been from overnight moth traps in the western part of the island. The stripy larvae have also 

been found on several occasions, including up to three seen near the East Light in September 2020. 
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Broom Moth: adult (left) with a Small Wainscot (p. 96), and the distinctive striped caterpillar (right). 

 

Papestra biren  GLAUCOUS SHEARS                      ABH no. 73.272     

No. of records: 5    Max count: 2   (17th May 2019)      Earliest  9th May    Latest  31st May 

This species has been recorded at moth traps once in May 2018 and four times in May 2019, including two caught together at 

Cleggan. All these records have been at the regular trapping sites at Kinramer or Cleggan. There is also at least one older record. 

 

Hada plebeja  SHEARS                        ABH no. 73.273     

No. of records: 41    Max count: 6   (31st May 2020; 18th Jun 2020)      Earliest  9th May    Latest  15th Jul 

This species has been commonly recorded in small numbers every year, with all records coming from overnight moth traps. As 

well as all the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, it has also been recorded near the chapel.  

 

Three Shears! Glaucous Shears (bottom left), Shears (right), and Pod Lover (top left, a form of Tawny Shears, p. 105) were 

caught together in 2018. 
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Sideridis rivularis  CAMPION                        ABH no. 73.276     

No. of records: 18    Max count: 4   (6th Jun 2018)      Earliest  25th May    Latest  8th Jul 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years. All have been adults attracted to moth traps, and 

all have been at sites in the western part of the island. The largest number caught in a single trap has been just two individuals. 

 

Hadena bicruris  LYCHNIS                        ABH no. 73.281     

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  3rd May    Latest  8th Jul 

The only records of this species during the last four years of recording have been single adults caught in moth traps at Kinramer 

on 3rd May 2017, at Cleggan on 8th July 2018, and at Cleggan again on 17th May 2019. Additionally, there is at least one 

previous record from the island. 

 

Hadena confusa  MARBLED CORONET                      ABH no. 73.283     

No. of records: 74    Max count: 16   (24th Jun 2019)      Earliest  3rd May    Latest  29th Jul 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, in all areas where moth trapping has been carried out, although only ever 

in small numbers. A total of ten caught at Kebble on 24th June 2019 has been the only single-trap count to reach double figures. 

 

Lychnis (left) has proven to be rather scarce, with just three records in four years. Marbled Coronet (right) is much more 

commonly recorded. The caterpillars of both feed mainly on campions, of which Sea Campion is by far the most plentiful on 

Rathlin. 

 

Hadena perplexa capsophila POD LOVER                    ABH no. 73.286    

No. of records: 11    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  21st Apr    Latest  8th Jul 

Pod Lover is the only subspecies of Tawny Shears that occurs in Ireland. All recent records on Rathlin have been single adults 

caught overnight in moth traps in the western part of the island, particularly at the West Light and Cleggan. There are additional 

older records from the island too. It is a coastal species that feeds on campions, and trapping in areas with plenty of Sea 

Campion is probably the best way to find it on Rathlin. 

 

Mythimna conigera BROWN-LINE BRIGHT-EYE                 ABH no. 73.290    

No. of records: 29    Max count: 7   (17th Jul 2020)      Earliest  4th Jul    Latest  13th Aug 

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, all of small numbers of adults caught at overnight 

moth traps. It has occurred at all of the regular trapping sites at the west of the island, and has also been recorded at Demesne. 
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Mythimna pallens  COMMON WAINSCOT                    ABH no. 73.291    

Although there are three previous records of this species on Rathlin, we have not found any at all in the last four years of 

recording. The old records were in 1988, 1989 and at the East Light on 28th July 2001. It is a fairly common and widespread 

species and its apparent absence is surprising. 

 

Mythimna impura  SMOKY WAINSCOT                    ABH no. 73.293    

No. of records: 126    Max count: 85   (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest  25th Jun    Latest  31st Aug 

This species has been recorded very commonly in moth traps every year, with records coming from widespread locations on the 

island. Single-trap counts have been in double figures on many occasions, but 61 in a trap at Kebble on 23rd July 2019 is the only 

count higher than 50. 

 

Mythimna straminea SOUTHERN WAINSCOT             ABH no. 73.294    

No. of records: 10    Max count: 3   (29th Jul 2019)      Earliest  15th Jul    Latest  24th Aug 

Although there were no records in 2017 or 2018, this reedbed species was caught at moth traps on seven dates in 2019, and on 

two dates in 2020. All have been in the western part of the island, and most have been at Kebble. Previously, it has been 

recorded at the East Light and at Ushet Lough in 2001. 

 

Mythimna vitellina  DELICATE               ABH no. 73.295    

No. of records: 1 

The only record of this immigrant species was caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 27th April 2020. There are only a few 

Northern Irish records, and most of them have been in autumn. 

Unexpectedly, Rathlin’s first (and so far, only) record of Delicate occurred in April, rather than the more expected time of 

September / October. 
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Mythimna ferrago  CLAY                ABH no. 73.298    

No. of records: 59    Max count: 16   (8th & 31st Jul 2020; 29th Jul 2019)      Earliest  26th Jun    Latest  25th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly every year, with virtually all records coming from overnight moth traps. As well as all 

the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, it has also been recorded at the chapel. Single-trap counts have reached 

double figures on four occasions, with a peak of 15 in a trap at Cooraghy Bay on 31st July 2020. 

 

Peridroma saucia  PEARLY UNDERWING             ABH no. 73.307    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  28th Sep    Latest  14th Nov 

This migrant species has been recorded three times in recent years: single adults at Kinramer on 14th November 2017, at 

Cleggan on 28th September 2019, and at Kinramer on 2nd October 2019. The Cleggan record was from a moth trap, but both 

the Kinramer records were found feeding on Fuchsia flowers after dark. There is also at least one older record from the island.  

 

Euxoa obelisca grisea SQUARE-SPOT DART             ABH no. 73.312    

No. of records: 1 

Our only record of this notable coastal species was caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 13th August 2020. Previously, it was first 

found on Rathlin in August 1988 (when it was a new species for NI), including five individuals trapped on one night. It was 

subsequently recorded twice in 1989, and at several sites on the island in 2001. With all these previous records, it is a little 

surprising that we have only found it the once. It is possible that setting traps more regularly in clifftop habitats would reveal it 

to be more common than our single record would suggest. The only other known site for this moth in Northern Ireland is on the 

Copeland Islands. 

 

Pearly Underwing (left) is a scarce migrant that typically appears in autumn. Square-spot Dart (right) is a very scarce species in 

Ireland, known only from scattered coastal sites, and is one of Rathlin’s most notable resident moths. 

 

Euxoa tritici   WHITE-LINE DART              ABH no. 73.313    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  15th Aug    Latest  27th Aug 

Although this species was recorded three times in August 2017, it has not been found at all in subsequent years. We are also 

aware of at least one older record on Rathlin. It is a very coastal species in Ireland, and might be expected to be more common 

here than our records indicate. Like the previous species, setting traps in clifftop habitats in late summer would be the best way 

to confirm its status. 

 

Euxoa nigricans  GARDEN DART              ABH no. 73.314    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single record from 1988. 
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Agrotis exclamationis HEART AND DART              ABH no. 73.317    

No. of records: 16    Max count: 4   (2nd Jul 2019)      Earliest  20th May    Latest  20th Jul 

This species has been recorded on several occasions in 2017, 2019 and 2020, but somehow avoided all detection in 2018. All 

records have been of adults attracted overnight to moth traps, invariably in very small numbers. 

 

Agrotis ipsilon DARK SWORD-GRASS              ABH no. 73.327    

No. of records: 15    Max count: 1   (all records)      Earliest  20th Apr    Latest  28th Sep 

This is one of the most regular migrant macro-moths on Rathlin and has been recorded several times in each of the last four 

years. All records have been from moth traps, and all have been just single individuals. The species has been caught in every 

month from April to September, with May accounting for a third of the records. 

 

The migrant Dark Sword-grass (right) shares its name with the Red Sword-grass (left), although they are not especially closely 

related. (To add further confusion, there is yet another species called Sword-grass, a congener of Red Sword-grass that is 

unlikely to occur here.) 

 

Axylia putris   FLAME               ABH no. 73.328    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 5   (25th Jun 2019)      Earliest  14th Jun    Latest  23rd Jul 

The five records of this species have all been from overnight moth traps: one at Cleggan on 24th June 2019, five near the chapel 

on 25th June 2019, one at Cleggan on 22nd July 2019, one at Kinramer on 14th June 2020, and another at Kinramer on 23rd July 

2020. Although it is clearly quite scarce at the regular trapping sites in the west of the island, the record of five near the chapel 

suggests that this moth may be more common in some of the less thoroughly surveyed areas. 

 

Ochropleura plecta FLAME SHOULDER              ABH no. 73.329    

No. of records: 144    Max count: 55   (4th Jun 2018)      Earliest  7th May    Latest  2nd Sep 

This is a very common species that has been recorded on almost every trapping night during the flight season for the last four 

years, at all trapping sites. It has appeared in moth traps in double-figure numbers on many occasions, but the only catches of 

more than 30 have been 46 in a trap at Cleggan on 24th June 2019 and 52 at the same location on 7th June 2018. The long flight 

season comprises two generations, but there are records throughout the period from early May to the start of September. 

 

Diarsia brunnea  PURPLE CLAY              ABH no. 73.332    

No. of records: 22    Max count: 3   (2nd Jul 2019; 4th Jul 2018)      Earliest  14th Jun    Latest  30th Jul 

There have been several records from overnight moth traps in each of the last four years, although only ever on very low 

numbers. As well as all the regular trapping sites in the western part of the island, this species has been recorded at the chapel. 

It is mainly a woodland moth, and probably wouldn’t be expected to be very common on Rathlin. 
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Diarsia mendica mendica  INGRAILED CLAY                     ABH no. 73.333    

No. of records: 135    Max count: 43   (29th Jul 2019)      Earliest  9th Jun    Latest  28th Aug 

This species has been recorded on many occasions every year, with almost all records coming from moth traps. Numbers caught 

in a single trap have reached double figures on 17 occasions, including peak catches of 42 at Kinramer on 29th July 2019 and 30 

at Kinramer on 18th July 2018. The species has been recorded at just about every site in which trapping has been conducted and 

is probably common all over the island. 

 

Diarsia rubi   SMALL SQUARE-SPOT                     ABH no. 73.334    

No. of records: 37    Max count: 5   (17th May 2019)      Earliest  8th May    Latest  18th Sep 

Although there have been numerous records in moth traps each year, the highest number caught in a single trap is just three. 

Although there are too few records to draw a clear picture of the flight season, there are two generations each summer, the first 

peaking around late May and the other in August/September.  

 

Cerastis rubricosa  RED CHESTNUT                     ABH no. 73.336    

No. of records: 60    Max count: 23   (20th Apr 2019)      Earliest  20th Feb    Latest  30th May 

This species has been recorded in moth traps numerous times every year. Although it has only occurred in fairly small numbers, 

with no more than 12 caught in any single trap, it is one of the most commonly recorded early spring species on Rathlin. 

 

Lycophotia porphyrea TRUE LOVER’S KNOT                    ABH no. 73.338    

No. of records: 161    Max count: 332   (23rd Jul 2019)      Earliest  27th May    Latest  23rd Aug 

This heathland species is one of Rathlin’s commonest moths, and has been caught in our moth traps in greater abundance than 

any other species. The biggest moth catches recorded in the last four years have been dominated by this species, with more 

than 100 True Lover’s Knots recorded at a single trap on six occasions. This included a phenomenal 332 of these moths in the 

enormous catch at Kinramer on 23rd July 2019. The species has been recorded in just about every part of the island where 

trapping has been conducted, and is probably abundant in all areas with heather. 

 

True Lover’s Knot on the day we recorded our highest ever count of this species – 309 in one trap and a further 23 in another. 
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Standfussiana lucernea NORTHERN RUSTIC                    ABH no. 73.341    

No. of records: 58    Max count: 6   (18th Jun 2017)      Earliest  14th Jun    Latest  7th Sep 

This coastal species is only known from a few sites in Northern Ireland, but it is fairly common on Rathlin and has been recorded 

numerous times in each of the last four years. Apart from one attracted to building lights at the West Light, all records have 

been from moth traps, and they have been at widespread sites from Kebble to the chapel. Although a regular moth trap visitor, 

this species has only ever been caught in very low numbers, with no more than four caught in any single trap.  

 

Noctua pronuba  LARGE YELLOW UNDERWING                   ABH no. 73.342    

No. of records: 149    Max count: 22   (31st Jul 2020)      Earliest  30th May    Latest  20th Sep 

This is a ubiquitous and often abundant species throughout the country, often coming to moth traps in very large numbers. On 

Rathlin, although it is very common, it is notable that it doesn’t seem to be present in such great abundance and is usually 

outnumbered in moth traps by other species, including some of the other yellow underwings. The highest number caught at a 

single moth trap is just 16, which has happened on two occasions: at a trap near the chapel on 25th June 2019, and at Cooraghy 

Bay on 31st July 2020. The vast majority of records have been of adults attracted to moth traps overnight, but we have also 

found the larvae on several occasions. 

 

Noctua fimbriata  BROAD-BORDERED YELLOW UNDERWING           ABH no. 73.343    

No. of records: 1   

Our only record of this species was a single adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 9th August 2020. Additionally, we are 

aware of at least one pre-2000. 

 

Noctua comes  LESSER YELLOW UNDERWING                           ABH no. 73.345    

No. of records: 85    Max count: 43   (9th Aug 2020)      Earliest  7th Jul    Latest  27th Sep 

This is perhaps the most abundant yellow underwing on Rathlin, at least in the areas regularly surveyed, and has been caught 

very commonly in moth traps during the flight season each year. Single-trap totals have commonly been in double figures during 

August, with peak counts of 39 in a trap at Kinramer on 9th August 2020 and 37 at the same site on 15th August 2020. 

Underwing overload: on 9th August 2020 we caught all five of Rathlin’s Noctua species in the same trap at Kinramer. The rather 

tatty looking Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing is the only one of its kind that we recorded in four years of trapping, while the 

others are all common on the island. While at rest they all keep their attractive yellow hindwings hidden. 
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Noctua interjecta caliginosa LEAST YELLOW UNDERWING               ABH no. 73.346    

No. of records: 27    Max count: 5   (16th Aug 2020)      Earliest  14th Jul    Latest  30th Aug 

The smallest of the yellow underwings, this species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years. Apart from a 

single moth found by day in August 2020, all records have been of adults caught overnight in moth traps. It has only been caught 

in very low numbers, with three at Kebble on 7th August 2018 and five at Kinramer on 16th August 2020 the only counts greater 

than two. 

 

Noctua janthe LESSER BROAD-BORDERED YELLOW UNDERWING         ABH no. 73.348    

No. of records: 76    Max count: 30   (13th Aug 2020)      Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  24th Sep 

This is another very common yellow underwing species which has been recorded on most trapping nights during the flight 

season every year. Single-trap counts have commonly been in low double figures, but the only counts of more than 20 have 

been 21 at Kinramer on 11th August 2020 and 24 at Cleggan on 17th August 2020. All records to date have been of adults caught 

overnight in moth traps, and all have been in the western part of the island, although this is probably just a reflection of trapping 

effort and it is likely to be widely distributed on the island. 

 

Graphiphora augur  DOUBLE DART              ABH no. 73.351    

No. of records: 7    Max count: 2   (4th Jul 2018; 15th Jul 2019)      Earliest  24th Jun    Latest  29th Jul 

This species was recorded twice in 2018, and five times in 2019, but not before or since. All records have been one or two 

individuals caught in moth traps at Kebble, apart from one caught near the chapel in 2019. It seems likely that, rather than being 

rare, this species is just rather localised on Rathlin, and the lack of records in 2020 may just reflect a lack of trapping at Kebble in 

that year. 

 

Anaplectoides prasina  GREEN ARCHES               ABH no. 73.352    

No. of records: 1    

The only record of this species, which is usually associated with deciduous woodland, was an adult caught in a moth trap at 

Cleggan on 8th July 2018. Although the habitat on Rathlin is not typical for this moth, several suitable foodplants are present 

including Honeysuckle and Knotgrass. 

 

Double Dart (left) and Green Arches (right). The latter species is an attractive member of the single-record club. 

 

 

Xestia baja    DOTTED CLAY                   ABH no. 73.353    

No. of records: 84    Max count: 27   (26th Jul 2019)      Earliest  4th Jul    Latest  23rd Aug 

This is one of several Xestia species that have been recorded very commonly at moth traps in each of the last four years. It has 

appeared on almost every trapping night during the flight season, usually in low numbers but reaching double figures on nine 

occasions. Records have come from widely scattered sites from Kebble to Demesne. 
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Xestia agathina agathina  HEATH RUSTIC                    ABH no. 73.356    

No. of records: 29    Max count: 32   (25th Aug 2019)      Earliest  15th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

There have been numerous records of this autumnal species in every year of recording, always involving adults caught overnight 

in moth traps. Although it has usually occurred in small numbers, there have been six double-figure counts, all of which have 

been at Kinramer where the trapping location has proved effective for attracting this and other heathland species. 

 

Xestia xanthographa  SQUARE-SPOT RUSTIC           ABH no. 73.357    

No. of records: 98    Max count: 81   (27th Aug 2017)      Earliest  8th Jul    Latest  28th Sep 

This is one of the most commonly recorded late summer / early autumn species in every year of recording, appearing in moth 

traps almost every night during the flight season, often in fairly large numbers. The highest counts taken from a single overnight 

moth trap have been 65 at Kinramer on 21st August 2018 and 64 at the same site on 25th August 2019. Almost all records have 

been from moth traps, but this moth has also been easily found feeding on Common Ragwort flowers after dark. 

 

Heath Rustic (left) is common in Rathlin’s heath habitats. Square-spot Rustic (right) is common just about everywhere – this one 

was in the ladies’ toilets of McCuaig’s Bar.  

 

Xestia sexstrigata  SIX-STRIPED RUSTIC                   ABH no. 73.358    

No. of records: 47    Max count: 9   (2nd Aug 2019)      Earliest  11th Jul    Latest  15th Aug 

This species has been recorded commonly each year, with almost all records involving small numbers of adults attracted to moth 

traps. All records have been in the western part of the island, although this is probably just a reflection of trapping effort. 

 

Xestia c-nigrum  SETACEOUS HEBREW CHARACTER           ABH no. 73.359    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

We have not recorded this species in the last four years of regular moth trapping, but there is a single record from 1988. 

 

Xestia triangulum  DOUBLE SQUARE-SPOT                ABH no. 73.361    

No. of records: 45    Max count: 8   (22nd Jul 2019)      Earliest  25th Jun    Latest  13th Aug 

Although only ever recorded in small numbers, this species has been caught commonly in moth traps every summer, with 

records from widely spread sites including Kebble, the chapel and Demesne. 

 

Eugnorisma glareosa AUTUMNAL RUSTIC                ABH no. 73.365    

No. of records: 43    Max count: 25   (25th Aug 2019)      Earliest  17th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

This species has been commonly recorded at moth traps in August and September in each of the last four years. The highest 

number taken in a single trap was 23 at Kinramer on 25th August 2019, but there have been three other double-figure catches. 
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Nolidae 
 

Nola confusalis  LEAST BLACK ARCHES                 ABH no. 74.004    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 2   (8th May 2020)      Earliest  8th May    Latest  7th Jun 

All three records of this species have been caught in moth traps at Cleggan: single adults on 4th June and 7th June 2018, and two 

on 8th May 2020. It is usually associated with woodland, and the main known foodplants are oaks and limes, but if it is 

established on Rathlin it is presumably using some other plant species. 

 

Pseudoips prasinana britannica  GREEN SILVER-LINES          ABH no. 74.008    

No. of records: 1     

This is a woodland species which feeds as a larva mainly on oaks and birches, although sometimes on other trees. With very few 

of those tree species present on the island, this is not a moth we would have expected to get on Rathlin, and the single adult 

caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 27th May 2017 was quite a surprise. 

This Green Silver-lines caught in 2017 remains the only one of its kind recorded on Rathlin. 
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Micro-moths         
 

Micropterigidae 
 

Micropterix aruncella                      ABH no. 1.004    

No. of records: 12    Max count: 5   (5th Aug 2020)      Earliest  4th Jun    Latest  14th Aug 

This tiny species was first recorded on Rathlin on 4th June 2020, and subsequent searching for diurnal micro-moths found it 

quite commonly at widespread locations on the island until mid-August. Most definite records have been of males. The females 

are not easily distinguished from M.calthella and have possibly been overlooked, although M.aruncella has a longer flight season 

and any found after early July are probably this species. 

 

Micropterix calthella                     ABH no. 1.005    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 30  (20th May 2020)      Earliest  9th May    Latest  17th Jun 

This species has been easily found wherever we have looked for it, often in abundance (so much so that for several records we 

didn’t attempt to count them, and the low number of records is not representative of how common they are). Checking inside 

buttercups and other yellow flowers during sunny days in May and June usually reveals some of these tiny moths. 

 

Micropterix aruncella male (left) and Micropterix calthella (right). These two tiny, shiny and primitive moths are easily found in 

flowers during the day, where they feed on pollen (they are unusual in having chewing mouthparts rather than a proboscis). 

 

Nepticulidae 
 

Stigmella salicis                       ABH no. 4.035    

Recorded as larva only 

Larval mines were found on the leaves of Grey Willow at Kinramer and near the East Light in August 2020. 

 

Stigmella aurella                       ABH no. 4.045    

Recorded as larva only 

The leafmines made by the larvae reveal this species to be common on Bramble all over the island. The adult moths are 

extremely tiny and difficult to distinguish from several other related species, but adult Stigmella moths seen on a couple of 

occasions in 2020 were probably this species. 
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Adult Stigmella moths are absolutely miniscule and tricky to identify. This adult (left), barely more than 2mm long, is probably 

Stigmella aurella, whose squiggly mines on bramble leaves (right) are commonly found around the island. 

 

Stigmella hemargyrella                      ABH no. 4.055    

Recorded as larva only 

Leafmines made by the larvae of this species were found on Beech trees near the harbour in August 2020. The mines were 

numerous is this location but, because Beech is not common on Rathlin, this species is probably very localised on the island. 

 

Opostegidae 
 

Opostega salaciella                  ABH no. 5.001    

No. of records: 18    Max count: 3  (29th Jul 2019)      Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  29th Jul 

First recorded on 14th July 2018, this species has since been found regularly in small numbers every summer. Most records have 

been in moth traps, although there were also a couple of diurnal sightings in 2020. All records are from the west end of the 

island, although it probably occurs more widely. 

 

Pseudopostega crepusculella                 ABH no. 5.004    

No. of records: 1 

A single adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 8th July 2018 is the only record. This is a poorly known species, but it is 

thought to feed on Water Mint which occurs commonly on Rathlin. 

 

Adelidae 
 

Cauchas rufimitrella                  ABH no. 7.010    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 3  (24th Jun 2020)       

This is the only species of ‘longhorn’ moth yet recorded on Rathlin. The only records are a single adult at Kinramer on 1st June 

2020, and at least 3 found at Kebble on 24th June 2020. All were observed on Cuckooflower, the foodplant of its larvae. 
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The extravagantly antennaed Cauchas rufimitrella on a Cuckooflower. 

Tineidae 
 

Tinea semifulvella                           ABH no. 12.032    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)       

Single adults have been recorded at moth traps at Cleggan on 30th June and 4th July 2018, and at Kinramer on 18th June 2020. 

 

Monopis laevigella  SKIN MOTH                ABH no. 12.036    

No. of records: 6    Max count: 3  (20th May 2019)      Earliest  13th May    Latest  28th Jul 

Most records of adults have been inside buildings, although one was caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 12th June 2020. The 

larvae feed on dead animals and bird pellets, among other things, and a collection of such specimens at the West Light was 

found to be supporting a thriving colony of Skin Moth larvae in 2020. 

 

Psychoides filicivora                  ABH no. 12.048    

No. of records: 1     

An adult was found on Sea Spleenwort close to the shore on the north side of Kebble on 12th July 2020. The larvae feed on 

various species of fern, and these were found in abundance at Church Brae and Kinramer in late 2021. 

Psychoides filicivora adult (left) among Sea Spleenwort. In late 2021, we found many larvae feeding amongst the sporangia of 

Common Polypody (right), as well as Hart’s-tongue.  
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Gracillaridae 
 

Caloptilia elongella                  ABH no. 15.004    

Recorded as larva only 

Rolled leaf structures made by the larvae of this species were found on Alder trees at Kebble and near the chapel in August 

2020. No adults have been recorded. 

 

Caloptilia stigmatella                  ABH no. 15.010    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)  

There are just 3 records of adults, all of which have been at Kinramer during 2020: one was caught in a moth trap on 23rd April, 

one was found during the day on 21st August, and another was trapped on 5th November. However, the larval workings on 

willow leaves have been found more widely on the island and indicate that the species is commoner than the adult records 

suggest. 

 

Gracillaria syringella                  ABH no. 15.014    

No. of records: 1     

The only record is an adult found dead inside a building at Kinramer on 31st May 2020. The known foodplants of this species are 

Privet, Lilac and Ash, and if it is resident on Rathlin it is probably best looked for in the scattered locations with Ash trees. 

 

Aspilapteryx tringipennella                 ABH no. 15.015    

No. of records: 9    Max count: 2  (18th Jun 2017)      Earliest  26th May    Latest  30th Aug 

This species has been recorded in each of the last four years, but never commonly, and there is also a single record from 2013. 

All records are from the west end of the island, and apart from one adult found by day in August 2020, all have been caught 

overnight in moth traps. 

 

Parornix anglicella                   ABH no. 15.028    

Recorded as larva only 

Several leafmines were found on Hawthorn at Glebe in August 2020. No adults have been recorded, but the larval workings are 

the best indication of this species’ presence. 

 

Phyllonorycter spinicolella                 ABH no. 15.049   

Recorded as larva only 

Numerous leafmines made by the larvae of this species were found on Blackthorn at Mount Grand in August 2020. As with other 

Phyllonorycter species, the leafmines are the easiest way to determine the presence of this species and no adults have been 

recorded. 

 

Phyllonorycter maestingella                   ABH no. 15.063    

Recorded as larva only    

The only records of this species are of larval leafmines found on Beech at the chapel in October 2020. No adult moths have been 

recorded. 

 

Phyllonorycter rajella                  ABH no. 15.067    

Recorded as larva only    

Several leafmines made by the larvae of this species were found on Alder near the harbour and at Kebble in August 2020. No 

adult moths have been recorded. 
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Yponomeutidae 
 

Yponomeuta padella ORCHARD ERMINE               ABH no. 16.002    

No. of records: 52    Max count: 48  (17th Jul 2020)      Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  24th Aug 

Yponomeuta moths have been recorded commonly in moth traps every summer, and sometimes occur in quite large numbers. 

There are several similar species and identification of adults is tricky, but those recorded so far appear to be Y.padella. The 

different species do have different foodplants, and the identification of the adults is supported by the large numbers of larvae 

found feeding on Blackthorn at Kinramer South in June 2020. 

 

Swammerdamia caesiella                           ABH no. 16.015    

This species was not recorded at all in the last four years. There is a previous record from a trap at Kebble on 23rd July 2013. 

 

Paraswammerdamia albicapitella                  ABH no. 16.019    

No. of records: 1     

An adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 7th June 2018 is the only record of this species. 

 

 

Ypsolophidae 
 

Ypsolopha dentella  HONEYSUCKLE MOTH                ABH no. 17.003    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest  31st Jul    Latest  24th Aug 

This species has been recorded in 2018, 2019 and 2020. All records have been of adults caught at moth traps at either Cleggan 

or Kinramer. 

 

Ochsenheimeria urella                     ABH no. 17.015    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)       

Single adults were found at Kinramer on 3rd and 10th August 2020. Both were disturbed from vegetation during daytime. 

 

 

Two curious and very different looking micro moths: Ypsolopha dentella (left) with its unusual hooked wings, and 

Ochsenheimeria urella (right) with its shaggy haircut and bristly antennae. 



119 
 

Plutellidae 
 

Plutella xylostella   DIAMOND-BACK MOTH                ABH no. 18.001    

No. of records: 65    Max count: 108  (28th Jun 2019)      Earliest  15th Apr    Latest  25th Aug 

This migratory species has been recorded commonly in each of the last four years, in very variable numbers, with moths often 

seen flying by day and generally small numbers caught in moth traps. The 108 at Kinramer on 28th June 2019 is easily the largest 

number caught in a moth trap, but at least 100 were recorded around Kinramer during the day on 21st June 2020. 

 

Plutella porrectella                        ABH no. 18.003    

No. of records: 1     

An adult caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 24th May 2020 is the only record of this species on Rathlin. Its foodplant is Dame’s 

Violet, which occurs on the island as a garden plant. 

 

Rhigognostis annulatella                     ABH no. 18.005    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest  14th Jun    Latest  25th Aug 

This species of rocky coastlines has been recorded in each of the last four years, but only infrequently. It has been caught in 

moth traps at Kinramer, Cleggan and Cooraghy Bay, and has been found by day at the West Light. 

 

Rhigognostis incarnatella                    ABH no. 18.006    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 3  (5th Nov 2020)   

This species has been recorded six times in the last four years. All records have been in the western part of the island. These 

have been widely spread throughout the year, with moth trap records in May, June, July and November, and one disturbed from 

Ivy on 10th January 2018.  Previously, there are four records from July 2013. 

 

Rathlin’s Plutellidae clockwise from top left: Plutella xylostella, Plutella porrectella, Rhigognostis incarnatella, and 

Rhigognostis annulatella. 
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Glyphipterigidae 
 

Glyphipterix thrasonella                     ABH no. 19.002    

No. of records: 15    Max count: abundant      Earliest  21st May    Latest  4th Jul 

This day-flying species occurs in wet grassland with rushes. In suitable habitat on Rathlin it is usually abundant, and it has not 

been practical to attempt to count individuals. Additionally, adult moths have very occasionally been caught in moth traps. 

 

Glyphipterix simpliciella  COCKSFOOT MOTH           ABH no. 19.007    

No. of records: 10    Max count: abundant      Earliest  16th May    Latest  12th Jun 

During its fairly short flight season, this species is very common throughout the island. The adults are easily found in flowers, 

particularly buttercups, in sunny weather, commonly alongside Micropterix calthella. 

 

Glyphipterix schoenicolella                 ABH no. 19.008    

No. of records: 8    Max count: abundant      Earliest  26th Jul    Latest  3rd Sep 

Although not recorded until 2020, this is a common species on Rathlin that was presumably overlooked in previous years. It is 

closely associated with Black Bog-rush, and searching areas with this plant revealed the moths in abundance. 

 

The three Glyphipterix species recorded on Rathlin are all present in abundance, but they are tiny and easily overlooked. 

Glyphipterix thrasonella (left) is common in damp, rushy areas. Glyphipterix simpliciella (top centre) is easily found in 

buttercups, and is very similar to Glyphipterix schoenicolella (bottom centre and right), although it generally differs in flight 

season and habitat, with the latter usually found close to Black Bog-rush. 

 

Argyresthiidae 
 

Argyresthia pygmaeella                          ABH no. 20.013    

No. of records: 1     

A single adult taken from a moth trap at Kinramer on 14th Jun 2017 is the only record of this species on Rathlin. The larvae feed 

on willows and it is perhaps likely to be commoner here than the lone record suggests. 

 

Argyresthia bonnetella                          ABH no. 20.022    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1 (both records) 

Searching Hawthorn hedges at Glebe revealed this species to be present in August 2020, although no more than a single adult 

was found on any visit. It has not been recorded anywhere else on the island. 
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Lyonetiidae 
 

Lyonetia clerkella                           ABH no. 21.001    

Recorded as larva only 

Numerous leafmines were found on cherry trees at the chapel in August 2020. No adults have been recorded, but the larval 

workings are the best clue to this species’ presence. 

 

Oecophoridae 
 

Endrosis sarcitrella  WHITE-SHOULDERED HOUSE-MOTH          ABH no. 28.009    

No. of records: 17    Max count: 2 (2nd Oct 2019) 

Adults are commonly seen inside buildings throughout the year, and their domestic omnipresence is poorly represented by the 

number of records. Although not seen in any large numbers, this species is probably present in most houses on the island. It is 

also occasionally encountered in outdoor moth traps.    

    

Hoffmannophila pseudospretella BROWN HOUSE-MOTH          ABH no. 28.010    

No. of records: 10    Max count: 2 (13th Jun 2017)   

Like the previous species, this moth is probably present in many of the island’s buildings. Most of our records are in the spring 

and summer, but adults can be seen in any month. It is also occasionally recorded in outdoor moth traps. 

 

Pleurota bicostella                 ABH no. 28.025    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 3 (8th Jun 2018)   

There are just two records of this species on Rathlin: three adults were found by day in Kinramer North on 8th June 2018, and a 

single adult was caught in a trap at Kinramer on 28th May 2020. The larval foodplants are Bell Heather and Cross-leaved Heath, 

both of which are common on Rathlin. 

 

 

Depressariidae 
 

Agonopterix ocellana                ABH no. 32.007    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 3 (7th Sep 2019)   

There are just two records of this species on Rathlin, both of which have been caught overnight in moth traps at Kebble: three 

were taken from a trap on 7th September 2019, and one was caught on 8th May 2020. 

 

Agonopterix conterminella               ABH no. 32.010    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 2 (22nd Jul 2019)   

Like the previous species, bot records have been from moth traps set at Kebble: 2 were caught there on 22nd July 2019, 

followed by another the next day. 
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Agonopterix subpropinquella               ABH no. 32.015    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 2  (20th Apr 2018; 8th May 2020)   

This was a new species for Northern Ireland when two were caught at Kinramer on 20th April 2018. One of them was retained as 

a specimen and the identification confirmed by dissection by Dr Ken Bond. Another was caught at Cleggan on 8th July 2018. 

There were three further records in 2020: two at Cleggan on 8th May, and singles at Cooraghy Bay on 31st July and 29th August. 

All these records are of the relatively distinctive form rhodochrella. Other forms of this species are difficult to indentify, but we 

have caught several additional Agonopterix moths that we think are likely to have been subpropinquella, and it is probably more 

common here than these five records suggest. 

As far as we know, these remain the only Northern Irish records. However, there are scattered records from the west coast of 

Ireland, including Donegal, and from the Scottish islands to the north of Rathlin, so it is not too surprising that it should occur 

here. The larvae feed on Knapweed and thistles, both of which are plentiful on Rathlin. 

Agonopterix subpropinquella: It’s always exciting to get a regional first, even when the moth itself is less than spectacular. Of all 

the Agonopterix species, the smart black collar on this one is distinctive, but unfortunately not all forms of this species have it. 

 

Agonopterix heracliana                ABH no. 32.018    

No. of records: 19    Max count: 5  (27th Aug 2017)     

This moth is very similar to the following species, and most records should probably be treated as either /or, especially since 

A.ciliella was confirmed to be present in 2020. Out of five caught at Kinramer on 27th August 2017, one was closely examined 

and identified as A.heracliana based on the pattern of the hindwing cilia. 

There have since been several records in each of the subsequent three years, in every month except January, February, June and 

July, although none of these have been examined closely enough to confirm the species. 

 

Agonopterix ciliella                ABH no. 32.019    

No. of records: 1 

The adults of this species are very similar those of the previous species, and have perhaps been overlooked. A single adult 

caught at Cooraghy Bay on 29th August 2020 was confirmed as this species by close examination of the hindwings. 

Several larvae were found feeding on Wild Angelica at Kebble and Kinramer in August 2020, indicating that the species is 

probably more common than previously thought. 

 

Agonopterix assimilella              ABH no. 32.024    
Not recorded 2017-2020 

STOP PRESS! In late December 2021 we found numerous larvae of Agonopterix assimilella on Broom bushes near Cleggan. This is 

the first record of this species on Rathlin. 

 

Agonopterix kaekeritziana               ABH no. 32.026    

No. of records: 10    Max count: 3      Earliest  23rd Jul    Latest  6th Sep 

This species was recorded just once in each year from 2017 to 2019. It was encountered much more frequently in 2020, with 

records on seven dates from late July to early September, including three caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 16th August. 
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Agonopterix umbellana                        ABH no. 32.029    

No. of records: 11    Max count: 3  (14th Feb 2019; 17th Feb 2018)      Earliest  22nd Aug    Latest  20th Feb 

Like several other Agonopterix moths, this species emerges as an adult in autumn, hibernates in the winter and appears again in 

the spring. Most of our records have been in winter and mainly at Kinramer, but there have also been a couple of sightings near 

Craigmacagan Lough. 

 

Agonopterix nervosa                        ABH no. 32.030    

No. of records: 23    Max count: 5  (9th Aug 2020)      Earliest  23rd Jul    Latest  27th Aug 

This is one of the commonest Agonopterix moths on Rathlin, and is a frequent visitor to moth traps in July and August. A single 

record at the chapel is the only one away from the west end of the island, but this presumably just reflects recording effort. 

 

Agonopterix angelicella                        ABH no. 32.032    

No. of records: 7    Max count: 1  (all records)      Earliest  26th Jul    Latest  13th Aug 

All records of this species have been of adults caught in moth traps in the western part of the island, and all have been during a 

fairly narrow period from late July to mid-August. 

 

Agonopterix yeatiana                        ABH no. 32.035    

No. of records: 12    Max count: 2  (15th Sep 2020)       

This is a species that overwinters as an adult. On Rathlin, most records have been in August and September, but adults have also 

been seen in April and May, presumably having re-emerged after the winter. A couple of records in early July 2020 were perhaps 

of a new generation, appearing a bit earlier than might be expected. All records are from the west end of the island, and most 

have been caught in moth traps. 

 

Depressaria radiella PARSNIP MOTH                     ABH no. 32.036    

No. of records: 23    Max count: 3  (15th Sep 2020)    Earliest  13th Aug    Latest  15th May   

This species has been commonly recorded in small numbers, mainly in moth traps. Adults have been recorded from mid-August 

(a little earlier than the flight season for this species given in the literature) to September, and then after overwintering there 

have been numerous spring records from early April to mid-May. Additionally, there have been sightings in mid-winter, mostly 

inside buildings. Caterpillars were found around the harbour in July 2020, feeding on Hogweed. 

 

Depressaria daucella                        ABH no. 32.039    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of an adult moth was a dead specimen found indoors at Kinramer on 11th January 2018. However, the species is 

clearly much commoner on the island than this suggests, as larvae were easily found feeding on Hemlock Water-dropwort in 

various locations in July 2020. 

 

Depressaria caterpillars are a bit more striking looking than the adult moths. Depressaria radiella (left) can be found on 

Hogweed, while Depressaria daucella makes spinnings in the umbels of Hemlock Water-dropwort. 
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Gelechiidae 

 

Neofaculta ericetella                        ABH no. 35.017    

No. of records: 15    Max count: 10  (6th Jun 2018)    Earliest  8th May    Latest  15th Jul   

This species which feeds on heather is commonly recorded every year, mostly in moth traps but occasionally by day. Apart from 

a single record in mid-July, all have been in May and June. 

 

Chrysoesthia sexgutella                        ABH no. 35.036    

Recorded as larva only 

No adults of this species have been recorded, but in 2020 the leafmines made by the larvae were found to be common on Spear-

leaved Orache growing around Church Bay, and also at the West Light.  

 

Bryotropha terrella                        ABH no. 35.040    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 2  (18th Jul 2017)     

The only records of this species in the last few years have been a single adult on 13th July 2017, two on 18th July 2017, and 

another single on 21st July 2020, but it is generally a common species and is probably overlooked on Rathlin. There were also 

several previous records at Kebble and Cleggan in July 2013. 

 

Bryotropha senectella                        ABH no. 35.046    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

Single adults of this species were recorded in moth traps at Cleggan on 22nd July 2019 and at Cooraghy Bay on 8th July 2020. 

 

Metzneria metzneriella                        ABH no. 35.058    

No. of records: 1         

A single adult found at Kinramer during the day on 22nd June 2017 was only the seventh record of this species in Northern 

Ireland. It remains the only record on Rathlin although its foodplant, Common Knapweed, is common on the island. 

 

Mirificarma mulinella                        ABH no. 35.093    

No. of records: 4    Max count: 3  (15th Aug 2020)    Earliest  10th Aug    Latest  21st Aug  

An adult trapped at Cleggan on 21st August 2017 was the first record of this species on Rathlin. After a couple of blank years, 

there were three records in August 2020, including three in a moth trap at Kinramer on the 15th. 

 

Scrobipalpa artemisiella  THYME MOTH                    ABH no. 35.120    

The adults of this species may not be reliably identified from several related moths without dissection. Although we have 

recorded several Scrobipalpa that may well have been this species, none of them were dissected for confirmation. However, the 

species is on the Rathlin list thanks to a specimen taken on 27th June 2012, which was subsequently confirmed under the 

microscope. 
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Caryocolum vicinella                        ABH no. 35.130    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)  

One found in a gutter at the West Light on 21st July 2020 was the first record of this species on Rathlin. This was quickly 

followed by another at the West Light on 6th August, and one at Roonivoolin on 8th August. There are only three previous 

records in Northern Ireland, two of which were over 100 years ago. This species is usually found on sea cliffs where the larvae 

feed on Sea Campion, so it is perhaps not too surprising that it is present on Rathlin, despite its apparent rarity in the region. 

Often, the best finds happen by chance when you’re busy doing something else entirely! This Caryocolum vicinella was 

discovered while clearing moss and leaves out of a gutter at the West Light. It turned out to be just the second of its species 

recorded in Northern Ireland in modern times. 

 

Coleophoridae 
 

Coleophora deauratella                                ABH no. 37.046    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (all records)  

The only two records of this species were in 2020: one caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 24th June, and one found by day 

near the harbour on 11th July. The larvae feed on Red Clover. 

 

Coleophora albicosta                                ABH no. 37.063    

Recorded as larva only 

No adults have been recorded but, as with many other Coleophora moths, this species is most easily found by searching for the 

protective cases made by the larvae, which in this case are found on European Gorse. The only record on Rathlin is one such 

larval case found near the chapel in August 2020. Further searching failed to reveal any additional signs, so it appears to be an 

uncommon species on the island. 

 

Coleophora alticolella                                ABH no. 37.073    

Recorded as larva only 

The adults of this species are probably not identifiable without microscopic examination, and none have been recorded on 

Rathlin. However, the larval cases attached to the flowers of rushes all over the island each autumn reveal this moth to be 

present in abundance. The larvae of other Coleophora species make similar cases on rushes, but all those examined so far have 

been alticolella. 
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Elachistidae 
 

Elachista argentella                                ABH no. 38.004    

No. of records: 25    Max count: 37  (28th Jun 2018)    Earliest  13th May    Latest  15th Jul  

This species has been recorded regularly each year, with numerous daytime sightings as well as those caught in moth traps. All 

records are of six or fewer individuals, except for two occasions when a much higher number have been taken from moth traps: 

37 on 28th June 2018, and 29 on the exact same date in 2019. 

 

Elachista atricomella                                ABH no. 38.025    

No. of records: 46    Max count: 8  (22nd Aug 2020)    Earliest  28th May    Latest  22nd Aug  

This is the most frequently recorded Elachista, with a small number appearing in moth traps most nights during the flight 

season, in all locations that have been surveyed. As well as the last four years, it was recorded commonly in July 2013. 

 

Elachista luticomella                                ABH no. 38.029    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)     

Single adults of this species were recorded three times in 2020: 26th June, 30th June and 2nd July. All of these were found by 

day at Kinramer. 

 

Elachista albifrontella                                ABH no. 38.030    

No. of records: 1         

The only recent record of this species was on 28th June 2017, when two adults were found by day at Kinramer. There is one 

previous record, from 23rd July 2013. 

 

Elachista canapennella                                ABH no. 38.037    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

The only definite records from the last few years were single adults caught at Cleggan on 13th August 2017, and at Kinramer two 

days later. However, it is possible it has been overlooked in subsequent years. There is a single previous record from Kebble on 

20th July 2013.    

 

Momphidae 
 

Mompha locupletella                                ABH no. 40.013    

No. of records: 1        

The only record is a single adult found at Kinramer on 6th September 2020. The larval foodplants are various willowherbs, 

including Marsh Willowherb which was growing at the site in which the moth was found. 

 

Mompha raschkiella                                ABH no. 40.015    

Recorded as larva only 

No adults of this species have been recorded, but its presence on the island was betrayed by numerous leafmines made by the 

larvae on Rosebay Willowherb. These were easily found in a patch of the foodplant at Knockans in August 2020. 
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Blastobasidae 
 

Blastobasis adustella                                ABH no. 41.002    

No. of records: 81    Max count: 169  (20th Aug 2018)    Earliest  18th Jul    Latest  15th Sep  

This is a very common species which appears in moth traps almost every night during the late summer, often in considerable 

numbers. The biggest counts have been 169 caught at Cleggan on 20th August 2018 and 100 caught at Kebble on 9th August 

2020. We haven’t recorded any other micro-moth species coming to moth traps on Rathlin in such high numbers, although the 

migratory Plutella xylostella has reached triple figures during occasional influxes. B. adustella has also been encountered very 

frequently in the field by day. 

 

Blastobasis lacticolella                                ABH no. 41.003    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)  

This species has been recorded just once per year for the last three years, and on a similar date each time: 23rd June 2018, 22nd 

June 2019, and 18th June 2020. All of these were recorded in moth traps, the first two at Cleggan and the final one at Kinramer. 

 

Pterophoridae 
 

Platyptilia gonodactyla TRIANGLE PLUME                             ABH no. 45.004    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this plume moth is an adult taken from a moth trap at Kinramer on 28th June 2019. The larvae feed on 

Coltsfoot, and trapping in areas where this plant is more prevalent might prove it to be commoner than the single record 

suggests. 

 

Platyptilia isodactylus HOARY PLUME                             ABH no. 45.006   

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records)  

The first record of this species on Rathlin was an adult found by day at Kinramer on 12th June 2017, followed by others caught in 

moth traps in the same area on 29th June and 27th August 2017. The only subsequent record was another single adult found at 

the West Light on 26th August 2019. This species has two generations of adults each summer, the first peaking in June and the 

second in August, and both are represented in these Rathlin records. The larvae feed on Marsh Ragwort, which is common in 

many wet areas of the island. 

 

Stenoptilia pterodactyla  BROWN PLUME            ABH no. 45.012    

No. of records: 35    Max count: 9  (29th July 2019)    Earliest  29th June    Latest  15th Aug  

This appears to be easily the commonest of the plume moths on Rathlin, and has been recorded frequently in each of the last 

four years. Most records are from moth traps, but is has been found by day on several occasions. The foodplant is Germander 

Speedwell, which is common is most parts of the island. 

 

Stenoptilia bipunctidactyla TWIN-SPOT PLUME           ABH no. 45.013    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

The only records of this species are an adult found by day at Kinramer on 23rd June 2018, and another taken from a moth trap 

at Cleggan on 13th June 2020. The foodplant here is presumably Devil’s-bit Scabious, which grows in abundance in many parts of 

the island. 
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Pterophorus pentadactyla WHITE PLUME MOTH           ABH no. 45.030    

No. of records: 1         

The only record of this distinctive species is an adult found by day near the shore of Church Bay on 25th July 2020. The larvae 

feed on bindweed, which on Rathlin is mainly concentrated around the harbour, and the species may have been under-recorded 

due to the limited recording effort in that area. 

 

Emmelina monodactyla  COMMON PLUME            ABH no. 45.044    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

Not living up to its English name on Rathlin, this species has only been recorded a couple of times: one was found visiting fuchsia 

flowers at Kinramer after dark on 14th November 2017, and one came to a moth trap at Cleggan on 20th April 2018. Like the 

previous species, this moth feeds on bindweed as a larva, and it may prove to be more common on Rathlin if regular surveying is 

done around the harbour. 

 

A selection of plumes, clockwise from top left: Platyptilia gonodactyla, Stenoptilia pterodactyla, the rather angelic looking 

Pterophorus pentadactyla, Stenoptilia bipunctidactyla, and Platyptilia isodactylus. S. pterodactyla, also known as Brown 

Plume, is common on Rathlin, but the others have only been recorded very occasionally. 

 

Schreckensteiniidae 
 

Schreckensteinia festaliella               ABH no. 46.001    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

There are only two records of this species on Rathlin: single adults found by day on 9th June 2017 and caught overnight in a 

moth trap at Cleggan on 27th May 2020. The larvae feed on Bramble and it is perhaps surprising that this moth hasn’t been 

encountered more commonly. 

 

 

Epermeniidae 
 

Phaulernis fulviguttella                ABH no. 47.001    

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records)     

A single adult found by day at the West Light on 29th July 2019 was the first record of this species on Rathlin. There were three 

further records in 2020, when single adults were found during the day on 12th July, and on 1st and 8th August. All the 2020 

sightings were on the flowers of Wild Angelica, which is one of the larval foodplants. 
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Choreutidae 
 

Anthophila fabriciana                ABH no. 48.001    

No. of records: 15    Max count: 35  (18th Oct 2020)    Earliest  8th May    Latest  18th Oct  

Although this species was recorded in 2017 and 2018, there were far more records in 2020, probably reflecting the increased 

recording effort targeting day-flying moths. Small numbers were seen in May and June, with some double-figure counts towards 

the end of this period. None were recorded in July or August, before a new wave of sightings in September and October, 

including a record of 35 at Kinramer on 18th October. 

 

Anthophila fabriciana, also known as the Nettle-tap, is very common on the island and has certainly been under-recorded. 

 

Tortricidae 
 

Archips rosana  ROSE TORTRIX             ABH no. 49.016    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species was an adult caught at Cleggan on 17th July 2018. There are very few other records in Northern 

Ireland. 

 

Pandemis cerasana BARRED FRUIT-TREE TORTRIX           ABH no. 49.025    

No. of records: 1     

Two adults were caught in a moth trap at Demesne on 24th July 2019. This is the only record of this moth on Rathlin, but it was 

also the only time we ran a moth trap in that location and the species may be common in that part of the island. 

 

Pandemis heparana DARK FRUIT-TREE TORTRIX           ABH no. 49.026    

No. of records: 18    Max count: 2  (recorded on 3 dates)    Earliest  29th June    Latest  15th Aug  

Adults of this species has been recorded in moth traps several times in each of the last four years. Only very small numbers have 

been caught on any night, but records have come from widely separated sites on the island including Kebble, Cleggan, the 

chapel and Demesne.  
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Syndemis musculana                ABH no. 49.028    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is of two adults trapped overnight at Cleggan on 28th May 2018. This is a common species across 

most of the country, feeding on various plants including Bramble, and it is quite surprising that it seems to be so rare on Rathlin. 

 

Lozotaenia forsterana                ABH no. 49.029    

No. of records: 1     

An adult caught at Cleggan on 15th July 2019 is the only record of this large tortrix moth on Rathlin. The larvae feed on various 

plants, many of which are common on Rathlin, including Ivy. 

 

Aphelia paleana  TIMOTHY TORTRIX                     ABH no. 49.031    

No. of records: 13    Max count: 2  (15th Aug 2020)    Earliest  17th Jun    Latest  22nd Aug  

This species has been recorded in each of the last four years, as adults caught in moth traps as well as several daytime sightings. 

All records have been in the western part of the island, although this probably just reflects recording effort. In addition, a larva 

was found at Cleggan in June 2020. 

 

 

Clepsis spectrana  CYCLAMEN TORTRIX                    ABH no. 49.037    

No. of records: 6    Max count: 2  (15th Jun 2017)    Earliest  7th Jun    Latest  13th Jul  

Although there were four records from the moth traps in 2017 and two more in 2018, the next two years were surprisingly both 

blank for this species. Apart from one at Cleggan, all the 2017 and 2018 records were at Kinramer. 

 

Lozotaenia forsterana (left) has only been recorded on the island once. Aphelia paleana, commonly known as Timothy Tortrix, 

is fairly common and has been seen as adults (centre top) and as a larva (centre bottom). Clepsis spectrana (right) was only 

recorded in 2017 and 2018, despite the increased recording effort in the subsequent two years. 

 

Eana osseana                         ABH no. 49.045    

No. of records: 19    Max count: 11  (5th Aug 2020)    Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  17th Aug  

This species was recorded just once in each year from 2017 to 2019, but on 13 dates in 2020. The increase in records in 2020 

was probably a result of increased effort surveying for day-flying moths, as this method accounts for most of the sightings, 

including counts of up to 11 at Kinramer South in the first half of August. Previously, there are also several records from July 

2013. 
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Eana penziana                         ABH no. 49.048    

No. of records: 18    Max count: 3  (25th Jun 2019)    Earliest  9th Jun    Latest  25th Aug  

There have been several records of this species in each of the last four years, and an earlier record from 2001. All have been 

adults caught overnight in moth traps, apart from a couple that have been attracted to building lights at the West Light. The 

species has been recorded at numerous sites in the western part of the island, and once near the chapel. All records are 

assumed to be of the coastal subspecies colquhounana which feeds on Sea Plantain and Thrift. 

 

Cnephasia agg. 
Cnephasia moths were frequently encountered both in moth traps and in the field, but none have been definitely identified to 

species as this genus is notoriously difficult to identify and most require dissection. Further study will be required for an 

adequate understanding of the occurrence of Cnephasia moths on Rathlin.  

 

Cnephasia incertana  LIGHT GREY TORTRIX                   ABH no. 49.049   

Not recorded 2017-2020 

There are three records of this species from July 2013, presumably confirmed by dissection. This is generally a common species 

and it is very likely that we have encountered C. incertana again in the last four years, but no Cnephasia specimens have been 

retained or examined.  

 

Acleris bergmanniana                        ABH no. 49.063    

No. of records: 13    Max count: 4  (4th Jul 2020)    Earliest  27th Jun    Latest  24th Jul 

This colourful species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years, and previously in July 2013. Some have 

been attracted to moth traps overnight, but the majority of records are daytime observations as the moths are often disturbed 

from vegetation. Records have come from widely separated sites on the island including the chapel and the West Light, but have 

only involved very low numbers of individuals. 

 

Acleris laterana                         ABH no. 49.066    

No. of records: 12    Max count: 4  (24th Sep 2019)    Earliest  30th Aug    Latest  6th Nov 

First recorded on Rathlin in September 2018, this species has proved to be a fairly common visitor to moth traps in the autumn, 

occurring regularly although invariably in small numbers. All records to date have been in the western part of the island, but this 

may just reflect trapping effort. This species can be impossible to distinguish from the closely related A.comariana without 

dissection, but the dates of all our records, combined with the size and appearance of the moths, gives us no reason to suspect 

the latter species to be present. 

 

Acleris sparsana                          ABH no. 49.069    

No. of records: 1    

The only record of this species is of two adults caught overnight at Cleggan on 15th September 2020. The larvae feed on Beech 

and Sycamore which are both present on Rathlin, the latter in widely scattered locations. 

 

Acleris rhombana  RHOMBOID TORTRIX                            ABH no. 49.070    

No. of records: 16    Max count: 2  (recorded on 4 dates)    Earliest  13th Aug    Latest  5th Nov 

This species has been recorded in very small numbers several times in each of the last four years. Most records have been adults 

caught overnight in moth traps, but they have occasionally been disturbed from vegetation during the day too. 

 

Acleris emargana                                 ABH no. 49.071    

No. of records: 4    Max count: 2  (7th Sep 2019)    Earliest  21st Aug    Latest  15th Sep 

This is a distinctively shaped species that has been recorded four times on Rathlin, with all of these records coming from moth 

traps at Kebble. The first record for the island was a single adult on 21st August 2018. Another on 24th August 2019 was 

followed by two on 7th September 2019. The last record was one on 15th September 2020. 
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Acleris variegana  GARDEN ROSE TORTRIX                       ABH no. 49.077    

No. of records: 6    Max count: 4  (15th Sep 2020)    Earliest  16th Aug    Latest  24th Sep 

Three records in 2017 were the first of this species on Rathlin. Since then there was a single record in 2019 and two in 2020, 

including four caught in a moth trap at Cleggan on 15th September. 

 

Acleris rhombana (left), Acleris emargana (middle) and Acleris variegana. We’ve heard A. emargana referred to as ‘Cello 

Tortrix’ in reference to its unusual shape. 

 

Acleris aspersana                            ABH no. 49.078    

No. of records: 27    Max count: 6  (10th Aug 2020; 23rd Aug 2019)    Earliest  2nd Aug    Latest  30th Aug 

This has been the most commonly recorded Acleris species, with numerous records in each of the last four years. Adults have 

regularly been taken from overnight moth traps, and sometimes disturbed from vegetation during the day, although only ever in 

small numbers. All records have been in western parts of the island, but this probably just reflects survey effort. 

 

Acleris hastiana                            ABH no. 49.080    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records) 

The only records of this incredibly variable species were in April 2020: single adults at Kinramer on the 14th and at Cleggan on 

the 22nd. 

 

Acleris hyemana                            ABH no. 49.082    

No. of records: 11    Max count: 2  (recorded on 4 dates)    Earliest  5th Nov    Latest  15th May 

This species flies in the autumn and hibernates as an adult before emerging and flying again in the spring. It was first recorded 

on Rathlin on 20th April 2018, and there have since been a small number of moth trap records at Kinramer and Cleggan between 

10th April and 15th May each spring. The only autumn records were in November 2020, with two at Kinramer on the 5th and 

another one on the 7th. Another was seen on on 4th February 2021. 

 

Pseudargyrotoza conwagana                          ABH no. 49.091    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)     

There have been just two records of this species on Rathlin: an adult caught overnight at Cleggan on 20th July 2019, and another 

at the same site two days later. It is perhaps unlikely to be common here as the larvae feed mainly on Ash, which is only found at 

a few scattered locations on the island. 

 

Cochylimorpha straminea                       ABH no. 49.097    

No. of records: 17    Max count: 2  (1st Jul 2018; 15th Sep 2020)    Earliest  29th May    Latest  15th Sep 

This species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years, but only ever in very small numbers. All records have 

been adults caught overnight in moth traps, and all have been in the western part of the island, but it probably occurs more 

widely as its foodplant, Common Knapweed, is well distributed on Rathlin. 
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Eupoecilia angustana                        ABH no. 49.111    

No. of records: 20    Max count: 5  (4th Jul 2020)    Earliest  1st Jun    Latest  5th Aug 

In each of the last four years, there has been just one record of this species caught in our moth traps. There have, however, 

been a lot more daytime observations, as the adults are quite easily disturbed from low vegetation. All records have been in the 

western parts of the island, but it is probably more widespread.  

 

Aethes piercei                         ABH no. 49.115    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)    

Both records of this species were in 2018: an adult found by day in Kinramer North on 8th June, and another caught overnight at 

Cleggan on 4th July. 

 

Aethes cnicana                             ABH no. 49.127    

No. of records: 26    Max count: 4  (13th Jun 2020)    Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  26th Jul 

This species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years, and at widely separated parts of the island, but only 

ever in small numbers. Most records have come from moth traps, but there have been a few daytime records too.  

 

Aethes rubigana                             ABH no. 49.128    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 2  (17th Jul 2020)    Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  26th Jul 

Slightly larger and more boldly marked than the otherwise similar previous species, A.rubigana was first recorded on 23rd July 

2019. There have been two subsequent records in 2019, and five in 2020, all of which have been at either Kinramer or Cleggan. 

 

A few more colourful tortrixes, clockwise from top left: Cochylimorpha straminea, Eupoecilia angustana, Aethes rubigana, and 

Aethes piercei. 

 

Cochylis atricapitana                            ABH no. 49.139    

No. of records: 14    Max count: 3  (26th Jun 2018; 20th Aug 2018)    Earliest  8th May    Latest  20th Aug 

The first record of this species was on 7th June 2018, since when there have been regular records each year, almost all from 

moth traps. These have all been in the western parts of the island, but the species feeds on Ragwort and is probably widespread 

on the island. 
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Falseuncaria ruficiliana                            ABH no. 49.142    

No. of records: 6    Max count: 2  (19th May 2020)    Earliest  18th May    Latest  14th Jul 

Although this species was recorded four times in 2018, there have only been two subsequent records, both in 2020. One of the 

2018 records and both the 2020 records were of adults disturbed from vegetation by day, while the others were caught 

overnight in moth traps. 

 

Apotomis semifasciana                            ABH no. 49.146    

No. of records: 1    

The only record of this species is an adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 29th July 2019. 

 

Orthotaenia undulana                            ABH no. 49.154    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records) 

There are just two records of this species: single adults caught in moth traps at Cleggan on 4th July 2018 and at Cooraghy Bay on 

18th June 2020. 

 

Hedya nubiferana  MARBLED ORCHARD TORTRIX                       ABH no. 49.156    

No. of records: 1 

The only record of this species is an adult taken from a moth trap at Kinramer on 28th June 2018.  

 

Hedya pruniana  PLUM TORTRIX                                ABH no. 49.157    

No. of records: 16    Max count: 3  (28th Jun 2019)    Earliest  3rd Jun    Latest  17th Jul 

This and the previous species are very similar, but H.pruniana appears to be easily the more common of the two on Rathlin. 

There have been several records in each of the last four years, all of adults caught in moth traps at Kinramer or Cleggan. 

 

Celypha cespitana                                   ABH no. 49.164    

No. of records: 6    Max count: abundant  (8th & 10th Aug 2020)    Earliest  2nd Jul    Latest  10th Aug 

There are several records of this species from July 2013, but none were recorded from 2017 to 2019. However, field 

observations in 2020 showed it to be a very common species on the island, particularly on the clifftops. It was found in 

abundance on the cliffs at Kinramer South and Roonivoolin in August. The only records from moth traps have been at Cooraghy 

Bay in July 2020, and it is possible that the species has been very under-recorded previously due to a lack of trapping in clifftop 

habitat. The larvae feed on Wild Thyme, which is abundant in most parts of the island. 

 

Celypha lacunana                                   ABH no. 49.166    

No. of records: 85    Max count: 8  (18th Jun 2020; 29th Jul 2019)    Earliest  20th May    Latest  27th Sep 

This species has been recorded very commonly in each of the last four years, both in the moth traps and when disturbed from 

vegetation by day. It is quite easily found in most parts of the island, although never in great numbers. Most records have been 

from June to mid-August, and the one on 27th September 2018 is the latest by over a month. 

 

Lobesia littoralis                                   ABH no. 49.185    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 3  (9th Jun 2018)    Earliest  9th Jun    Latest  24th Sep 

There have been two records in each of the years from 2017 to 2019, but none in 2020. Three of the records are from moth 

traps set at the West Light, including the three caught there on 9th June 2018, while the others have been at Kinramer or 

Cleggan. The larval foodplant is Thrift, and the species may prove more common than the records suggest if more trapping was 

done in areas of this plant. 
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Endothenia marginana                                ABH no. 49.188    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 3  (5th Aug 2020)    Earliest  19th May    Latest  8th Aug 

All records of this species were in 2020, and all were adults found around Kinramer during the daytime. The larval foodplants 

include Common Lousewort, Yellow Rattle and Ribwort Plantain, which are common on Rathlin. 

 

Endothenia quadrimaculana                               ABH no. 49.193    

No. of records: 3    Max count: 1  (all records)     

There are just three records of this species: adults caught at Cleggan on 8th July 2018, Kinramer on 21st August 2018, and 

Cleggan on 20th July 2019. The larvae feed on Marsh Woundwort, which grows in scattered patches on Rathlin, including small 

amounts close to where this moth has been found. 

 

Bactra lancealana                                         ABH no. 49.194    

No. of records: 49    Max count: abundant  (on 6 dates)    Earliest  9th May    Latest  30th Aug 

This is a very common species on Rathlin. It is often caught in moth traps in small numbers, but is most readily found when 

disturbed from vegetation by day. Walking through marshy areas with rushes from May to August will almost invariably reveal a 

few of these moths, and often large numbers. 

 

Bactra furfurana                                         ABH no. 49.195    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both dates)     

An adult caught at Cleggan on 17th June 2018 appears to have been just the third record of this species for Northern Ireland. 

Another was caught at the same site on 22nd July 2020. 

 

Bactra lancealana (left) is very variable in appearance but is abundant in a lot of marshy areas. Bactra furfurana (right) has only 

been recorded a handful of times in Northern Ireland, including our two sightings on Rathlin. 

 

Ancylis unguicella                                         ABH no. 49.201    

No. of records: 1         

This heathland species has been recorded just once on Rathlin: an adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 29th May 2018. 

 

Ancylis geminana                                         ABH no. 49.207    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 1  (all records)    Earliest  26th May    Latest  18th Jun 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin on 6th June 2018. All four subsequent records were in 2020, and all of these have 

been at Kinramer. 
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Ancylis myrtillana                                         ABH no. 49.211    

No. of records: 1         

The only record of this moorland species is an adult found by day at Kinramer on 21st June 2020. The larvae feed on Bilberry, 

which does not appear to be present on Rathlin.  

 

Ancylis badiana                                         ABH no. 49.214    

No. of records: 73    Max count: 26  (9th Aug 2017)    Earliest  1st May    Latest  26th Aug 

By far the most frequently recorded Ancylis on Rathlin, this species seems to be common all over the island. It is frequently 

caught in moth traps, as well as being frequently disturbed from vegetation by day. Numbers in moth traps are generally low, 

but have included occasional double-figure counts of up to 26. There are two generations of adults each summer, with peaks in 

May and August. 

 

Epinotia caprana                                         ABH no. 49.229    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species is from a moth trap at Kinramer on 9th August 2020. This individual was of the more distinctive 

colour form with strongly contrasting dark and light areas on the forewings. 

 

Epinotia cruciana  WILLOW TORTRIX                                     ABH no. 49.238    

No. of records: 13    Max count: 15  (26th Jul 2020)    Earliest  4th Jul    Latest  16th Aug 

This species was first recorded on Rathlin on 4th July 2020, when two adults were found near the cliffs in North Kinramer. 

Subsequent daytime surveys of North Kinramer during the summer found this moth to be common and quite easily found 

around willows growing on the heath. It was also found to be common in similar habitat near the East Light. It is quite surprising 

that this species had evaded detection in previous years. 

 

Epinotia tedella                                         ABH no. 49.252    

No. of records: 1     

The only record of this species on Rathlin is an adult caught at a moth trap at Kinramer on 28th June 2018. The foodplant is 

usually stated to be Norway Spruce, which is not found on Rathlin, although there is plenty of Sitka Spruce in Kinramer Wood. 

 

The three Epinotia species recorded on Rathlin are all very different in appearance, from left: Epinotia caprana, Epinotia 

cruciana, and Epinotia tedella. 

 

Zeiraphera griseana LARCH TORTRIX                                     ABH no. 49.257    

No. of records: 13    Max count: 2  (13th Jul 2018; 7th Aug 2020)    Earliest  21st Jun    Latest  26th Aug 

The first record of this species was of two caught at Cleggan on 13th July 2018, followed by two records in June 2019. It was 

recorded much more frequently in 2020, with up to two caught on ten different dates. All records have been from moth traps 

set close to Kinramer Wood, where the Larch trees in the plantation will provide habitat for this moth. 
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Zeiraphera ratzeburgiana SPRUCE BUD MOTH                                 ABH no. 49.259    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)  

Both records of this species have been at moth traps close to Kinramer Wood: single adults on 2nd August 2019 and 30th July 

2020. Like the previous species, it is found in areas with conifers and is presumably established at Kinramer. 

 

Eucosma cana                                                 ABH no. 49.265    

No. of records: 87    Max count: 10  (17th Jul 2020; 22nd July 2020)    Earliest  31st May    Latest  13th Sep 

This is a very commonly recorded species on Rathlin, with a small number caught almost every trap night from mid-June to early 

August. It has been recorded in many parts of the island, mainly through overnight moth trapping, but also through daytime 

sightings. A single adult on 13th September 2020 is the latest record by a month. 

 

Eucosma campoliliana                                                ABH no. 49.269    

No. of records: 68    Max count: 38  (8th Jul 2018)    Earliest  17th Jun    Latest  13th Aug 

This is another very common species on Rathlin that is recorded in moths traps almost every night from late June to early 

August. Numbers per night have generally been low, but have occasionally reached double figures, particularly in 2018 which 

seemed to be a particularly good year for this species. The larvae feed on Ragwort, which is common all over the island. 

 

Epiblema scutulana                                                ABH no. 49.285    

No. of records: 12    Max count: 2  (31st May 2020; 14th Jun 2020)    Earliest  20th May    Latest  8th Jul 

This species has been recorded in each of the last four years, but most sightings have been in 2020. Several of the 2020 records 

were adults disturbed from vegetation during daytime, and greater effort searching for moths by day is probably the cause of 

the increased frequency of records. All records have been in the western parts of the island, but this probably just reflects 

recording effort as the foodplant, Spear Thistle, is widespread. 

 

Notocelia cynosbatella                                                ABH no. 49.292    

No. of records: 26    Max count: 4  (13th Jun 2020)    Earliest  28th May    Latest  13th Jul 

This species has been recorded several times in each of the last four years, but only ever in small numbers. Records have been 

from numerous locations in the western part of the island. 

 

Notocelia uddmanniana  BRAMBLE SHOOT MOTH                   ABH no. 49.294    

No. of records: 7    Max count: 2  (28th Jun 2018)    Earliest  25th Jun    Latest  29th Jul 

Two caught on 28th June 2018 was the first record of this species on Rathlin, and single adults have been recorded on six more 

dates since then. Most of these have been in moth traps, with just a single daytime sighting in 2020. 

 

Notocelia roborana                        ABH no. 49.295    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 1  (all records)    Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  2nd Aug 

The first record of this species was on 17th July 2018, followed by three in 2019 and one in 2020. All have been caught in moth 

traps at Kinramer or Cleggan. 

 

Notocelia incarnatana                        ABH no. 49.296    

No. of records: 33    Max count: 11  (15th Aug 2020)    Earliest  18th Jul    Latest  31st Aug 

This species has been recorded in highly variable numbers in each of the last four years, with 2020 accounting for more than half 

of the records. Counts of up to 11 taken from moth traps at Kinramer in August 2020 are also much higher than in previous 

years. All records have been from the western parts of the island, but this is probably a reflection of survey effort. The main 

foodplant for the larvae is Burnet Rose, which occurs widely on the island. 
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Cydia  ulicetana                                 ABH no. 49.325    

No. of records: 87    Max count: abundant  (multiple dates)    Earliest  25th May    Latest  24th Sep 

This is a very common species on Rathlin, and it is has been recorded throughout the summer in every year of recording. Counts 

in moth traps have regularly reached double figures, the highest of which was 58 in a trap at Kinramer on 21st August 2018. The 

species is also easily found by day, especially around gorse bushes, and frequently in great enough abundance that counting 

individuals is impractical. The vast majority of records have been from late June to late August, but an atypically late one was 

recorded on 24th September 2019, more than three weeks later than any other records. 

 

Grapholita jungiella                                ABH no. 49.354    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both dates)     

There are just two records of this species on Rathlin: an adult found by day at Kinramer on 30th April 2018, and another caught 

in a moth trap at Cleggan on 22nd April 2020. With so few records it is presumably not common here, but assuming it is 

established on Rathlin, its likely foodplant is Bush Vetch, which is widespread on the island. 

 

Pammene populana                                ABH no. 49.372    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 5  (14th Aug) 

This was a new species for Rathlin on 14th August 2020, when at least five adults were found on willows at Kinramer during the 

day. Another two were caught in a moth trap at Kebble the following day, but there have been no records since.  

 

Pammene aurana                                         ABH no. 49.379    

No. of records: 1    

A single adult found at Kinramer on 29th July is the only record of this species on Rathlin. 

 

Pammene gallicana                                        ABH no. 49.380    

No. of records: 1    

An adult found on Wild Angelica at the north cliffs of Kebble on 12th July 2020 is the only record. This seems to be a scarce 

species in Ireland. 

 

Several Pammene populana (left) were recorded over just a couple of days in August 2020, but surprisingly these are the only 

sightings. The only record of Pammene aurana was this very battered looking specimen (middle) found indoors at Kinramer, and 

Pammene gallicana (right) has also been recorded just once. 
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Pyralidae 
 

Aphomia sociella  BEE MOTH                              ABH no. 62.001    

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records) 

There have been four records of this species on Rathlin: single females were caught at Kinramer on 18th July 2018, at the chapel 

on 24th July 2019, at Cleggan on 8th July 2020 and at Kinramer on 11th July 2020. The first three were caught in overnight moth 

traps, while the last was found by daylight. Unusually, the larvae feed inside bee and wasp nests. 

 

Matilella fusca                                 ABH no. 62.012    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records) 

This species was recorded twice in 2020, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 17th July and 9th August. 

It is a moorland species that feeds as a larva on heather. 

 

Delplanqueia dilutella                                ABH no. 62.015    

No. of records: 52    Max count: 18  (18th Jun 2020)    Earliest  1st Jun    Latest  31st Aug 

This species cannot be identified with certainty on external features, but three specimens caught in July 2013 were confirmed by 

dissection. The habitat on the island is also ideal for D.dilutella, with abundant Wild Thyme (the larval foodplant), and it seems 

very likely that the subsequent records do belong to this species. 

Presumed D.dilutella has been recorded commonly in each of the last four years, with all records coming from overnight moth 

traps. Small numbers have been caught on most trapping nights during the flight season, generally in small numbers but 

reaching double figures on two occasions: 17 taken from a single trap at Kinramer on 28th June 2018 and 18 taken from two 

traps on 18th June 2020. 

 

Dioryctria abietella                                ABH no. 62.028    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records) 

There have been two records of this species. Single adults were trapped at Cleggan on 2nd August 2019 and at Kinramer on 16th 

August 2020. The larvae feed on pines, and the area around the conifer plantation at Kinramer is easily the most likely place on 

the island for the species to occur. 

 

Acrobasis advenella                                ABH no. 62.035    

No. of records: 1 

The only record is an adult caught in a moth trap at Kinramer on 6th August 2020. The larval foodplants are Hawthorn and 

Rowan, and it is possible that this species is more frequent in other parts of the island where these plants occur more 

commonly. 

 

Homoeosoma / Phycitodes agg.                 ABH no. 62.055-059 

A group of species including H.nebulella, P.maritima, P.binaevella, and P.saxicola are very similar and in some cases are difficult 

to distinguish without dissection. Single moths belonging to this group have been recorded on 7th July 2019 and on 24th June 

2020, but both were too worn for identification to be attempted. The 2019 specimen, which was relatively large and most likely 

to be P.binaevella, has been retained for identification at some stage. The 2020 individual was smaller, and probably either 

P.maritima or P.saxicola, but it has not been retained. 
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The larvae of Aphomia sociella (top left) feed inside the nests of bumblebees and wasps, and it’s from this habit that the English 

name of Bee Moth comes. The sooty looking Matilella fusca (bottom left) is associated with burnt areas of moorland, where it 

blends perfectly into its environment. Delplanqueia dilutella (centre) is a common species on Rathlin, but has been confirmed 

from very few other sites in Northern Ireland. Dioryctria abietella (top right) has only been recorded twice, and Acrobasis 

advenella (bottom right) just once. 

 

Crambidae 
 

Pyrausta despicata                                         ABH no. 63.005    

No. of records: 46    Max count: 10  (26th Jul 2020)    Earliest  10th May    Latest  13th Aug 

This species has been recorded numerous times in each of the last four years, particularly in 2020 when an increase in diurnal 

recording produced many daytime records. Small numbers have been commonly recorded in overnight moth traps as well as by 

day, including the ten seen around Kinramer on 26th July 2020. 

 

Anania fuscalis                                           ABH no. 63.016    

No. of records: 57    Max count: 20  (1st Jun 2020)    Earliest  20th May    Latest  29th Jul 

Small numbers of this species have been recorded very commonly in each of the last four years, mainly in moth traps but also 

through daytime recording. The highest moth trap count was nine in one trap on 13th June, with higher totals occasionally 

recorded on daylight surveys. 

 

Anania hortulata    SMALL MAGPIE                                     ABH no. 63.025    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records) 

It is a little surprising that there have been only two records of this common moth on Rathlin: single adults caught in moth traps 

near Demesne on 24th July 2019 and at Cleggan on 1st July 2020. It could be that the species, which feeds as a larva on Nettles 

among other plants, is more common in the under-surveyed lower end of the island. 

 

Udea ferrugalis   RUSTY-DOT PEARL                                              ABH no. 63.031    

No. of records: 4    Max count: 1  (all records) 

This migrant species was first recorded on Rathlin in 2017, when single adults were caught in moth traps at Kinramer on 29th 

June and at Cleggan on 27th August. Since then, the only records have been further adults at Cleggan on 24th September 2019, 

and at Kinramer on 20th September 2020. 
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Anania hortulata (left), commonly known as the Small Magpie, has only been recorded on Rathlin twice, although it is probably 

resident here. Udea ferrugalis (right) is an uncommon migrant to Ireland, appearing mainly on the east coast and usually in 

autumn. 

 

Udea lutealis                                           ABH no. 63.033    

No. of records: 76    Max count: 19  (13th Aug 2020)    Earliest  7th Jul    Latest  2nd Sep 

This has been a very commonly recorded species in each of the last four years, appearing in moth traps almost every trap night 

from mid-July to late August. Numbers in traps have generally been low, with 15 on 21st August 2018 the highest total in a 

single trap. As well as coming to traps overnight, this species is easily disturbed from vegetation during the day and has 

commonly been found in this manner. 

 

Udea prunalis                                           ABH no. 63.034    

No. of records: 19    Max count: 4  (4th Aug 2018)    Earliest  15th Jul    Latest  15th Aug 

There was only one record of this species in 2017, but it has been recorded more frequently in the subsequent three years. All 

records have been from moth traps in the western part of the island, but it is associated with Blackthorn and probably occurs 

more widely on the island. 

 

Pleuroptya ruralis   MOTHER OF PEARL                                             ABH no. 63.038    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)   

This is a common, widespread and easily identifiable species, but surprisingly it has only been recorded on Rathlin twice in 

recent years. One was caught at Kinramer on 24th July 2017, and another at Cleggan on 22nd July 2020. Mother of Pearl was 

previously recorded in 2001, when single adults were caught at the West Light and at Cleggan. 

 

Nomophila noctuella   RUSH VENEER                                            ABH no. 63.052    

No. of records: 2    Max count: 1  (both records)   

This migrant species has been recorded just twice in the last four years. One was taken from a moth trap at Cleggan on 24th July 

2017, and other was caught at the same site on 24th September 2019. Compared with the recent scarcity of this species, an 

older record of 30 caught at Cleggan on 24th August 2000 is remarkable, and seems to be the only previous record. 

 

Evergestis pallidata                                          ABH no. 63.060    

No. of records: 5    Max count: 1  (all records)    Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  20th Aug 

First recorded on 20th August 2017, this species has since been recorded once in 2018, once in 2019 and twice in 2020. This 

total of five records comprises three caught overnight in moth traps and two found by day. All have been at Kinramer or Kebble, 

although it could easily be more widespread on the island. 
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Pleuroptya ruralis or Mother of Pearl (left) is a generally common micro-moth that is far larger than many macro-moths. It is 

unexpectedly rare on Rathlin, with just a couple of recent records. Nomophila noctuella (middle) is a migrant species that has 

also been recorded on just two recent occasions. Evergestis pallidata (right) has been just about annual for the last four years. 

 

Scoparia subfusca                                                 ABH no. 63.062    

No. of records: 1       

The only record of this species so far was a single adult caught at a moth trap near the chapel on 25th June 2019. If it is 

established on Rathlin, its foodplant is probably Colt’s-foot and moth trapping in areas with this plant could reveal it to be more 

common than the single record suggests. 

 

Scoparia ambigualis                                          ABH no. 63.064    

No. of records: 10    Max count: 4  (4th Jul 2018)    Earliest  1st Jun    Latest  26th Jul 

This is a common and widespread species throughout the country, but it is difficult to identify from several very similar Scoparia 

moths (especially in worn examples) and has probably been under-recorded on Rathlin. Of the ten records, five were in 2018 

and five in 2020, but there have been numerous other unidentified Scopariids, many of which may well have been this species. 

 

Scoparia pyralella                                                   ABH no. 63.066    

No. of records: 7    Max count: 3  (12th Jun 2020; 14th Jun 2020)    Earliest  31st May    Latest  8th Jul 

The first record of this species on Rathlin was at the West Light on 9th June 2018. This remained the only record until 2020, 

when it was recorded on six different dates. This included three found by day at the cliffs of South Kinramer on 12th June, and 

three caught in a moth trap at Cooraghy Bay on 14th June. The records suggest the species mainly occurs in clifftop habitats on 

Rathlin, although it is not particularly known as a coastal species in other areas. 

 

Eudonia lacustrata                                                 ABH no. 63.067    

No. of records: 13    Max count: 8  (23rd Jul 2020)    Earliest  23rd Jul    Latest  17th Aug 

Recorded just once in 2019, this species was found to be much more common than previously thought when it was recorded on 

12 dates in 2020, including up to eight in a single trap in late July. Almost all these records came from moth traps set in Kinramer 

Wood, which seems to be the local hotspot for this species, or at nearby Cleggan. 

 

Eudonia angustea                                                 ABH no. 63.069    

No. of records: 44    Max count: 11  (30th Aug 2020)    Earliest  18th Jul    Latest  28th Sep 

This is a common late summer and autumn moth, which has been recorded frequently in each of the last four years. The vast 

majority of records are from overnight moth traps, with a few daytime records too. Small numbers have been recorded on most 

trap nights during the flight season, but the 11 caught at Cleggan on 30th August 2020 is the only double-figure count. 
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Eudonia mercurella                                                ABH no. 63.074    

No. of records: 21    Max count: 17  (13th Aug 2020)    Earliest  8th Jul    Latest  21st Aug 

This species has been recorded quite commonly on Rathlin, particularly in 2020 which accounts for more than half of the total 

records. Generally, only small numbers have been recorded, but double-figure totals were taken from traps at Kinramer Wood 

on a couple of dates in August 2020. All records so far have been from overnight moth traps, and all have been in the western 

part of the island, although this may just reflect survey effort. Like several other Eudonia/Scoparia species, it may be under-

recorded as worn specimens can be difficult or impossible to identify. 

 

Eudonia pallida                                                              ABH no. 63.075    

No. of records: 32    Max count: 16  (29th Jul 2019)    Earliest  7th Jul    Latest  21st Aug 

There have been numerous records of this species in each of the last four years, almost always from overnight moth traps and at 

numerous trapping sites. Numbers have usually been small, but traps set at Kebble have recorded double-figure counts on a 

couple of occasions.  

 

Chrysoteuchia culmella                                                             ABH no. 63.080    

No. of records: 41    Max count: abundant  (14th & 18th Jun 2020)    Earliest  17th May    Latest  22nd Jul 

This is a common species that has been recorded frequently in each of the last four years. Numbers caught in moth traps have 

generally been small, with 16 in a trap at Kinramer on 28th June 2019 the biggest such count, but larger numbers have been 

recorded during daytime surveys when they are easily disturbed from vegetation. On some days in June 2020, there were too 

many of these moths to attempt to count them. 

 

Crambus pascuella                                                              ABH no. 63.081    

No. of records: 8    Max count: 3  (8th Jul 2018; 14th Jul 2018)    Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  18th Jul 

After just a single daytime record in 2017, this species was recorded in moth traps on four dates in 2018, including three at 

Cleggan on 8th July and three at Kinramer on 14th July. Since then, there has been just one record in 2019 and two in 2020. In 

addition to these sightings, there is a previous record from July 2013. 

 

Crambus lathoniellus                                                             ABH no. 63.086    

No. of records: 37    Max count: abundant    Earliest  16th May    Latest  21st Jul 

This species has been recorded frequently in each of the last four years, found in small numbers in overnight moth traps and 

sometimes in much larger numbers by day. An increase in daytime recording in 2020 resulted in a higher number of records than 

usual, including some days in June when there were too many to be practically counted.  

 

Crambus pascuella (left) and Crambus lathoniellus (right), two similarly stripy grass moths. C. lathoniellus is particularly 

common and can be easily found in almost any grassy habitats during the daytime in the summer. 
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Crambus perlella                                                              ABH no. 63.088    

Not recorded 2017–2020 

This species has not been recorded in the last four years. There is, however, a previous record from a moth trap at Kebble on 

24th July 2013. 

 

Agriphila tristella                                                              ABH no. 63.089    

No. of records: 95    Max count: 80+  (13th Aug 2020)    Earliest  17th Jul    Latest  15th Sep 

Another common grass moth, this species has been recorded frequently in each of the last four summers. It has been commonly 

caught overnight in moth traps, including 69 in a single trap at Cleggan on 13th August 2020, among numerous other double-

figure totals. This moth is also easily disturbed from grass by day, and there were days in August 2020 when there were too 

many to count. 

 

Agriphila straminella                                                             ABH no. 63.093    

No. of records: 87    Max count: abundant    Earliest  28th Jun    Latest  27th Aug 

This seems to be an even commoner moth than A. tristella, and has been recorded in abundance all over the island during 
daytime surveys on many dates in July and August 2020. Smaller numbers have also been frequently caught in moth traps in 
each summer from 2017 to 2020, with a peak count of 20 in a single trap at Kinramer on 18th July 2018. 
 

Agriphila geniculea                                                             ABH no. 63.095    

No. of records: 15    Max count: 5  (10th Aug 2020)    Earliest  4th Jul    Latest  30th Aug 

This species was recorded on two occasions in each of 2017, 2018 and 2019. 2020 was a much better year, with records of up to 

three moths on 11 dates. Most have been caught overnight in moth traps, but three were recorded by day on 10th August. 

 

Catoptria margaritella                                                             ABH no. 63.100    

No. of records: 16    Max count: 4  (23rd Jul 2019)    Earliest  12th Jun    Latest  15th Aug 

All records of this heathland species have been from overnight moth traps, and although it has been recorded in each of the last 

four years, most have been in 2019 and 2020. All records so far have been in the western part of the island, although this may 

just reflect trapping effort.  

 

Elophila nymphaeata BROWN CHINA-MARK                                         ABH no. 63.114    

No. of records: 32    Max count: 8  (16th Aug 2020)    Earliest  18th Jun    Latest  2nd Sep 

This wetland species has been recorded every year from 2017 to 2020, with a combination of field records and moth trap 

records from widely separated sites on the island. The highest counts have been eight in a moth trap at Kinramer Wood on 16th 

August 2020 and five found in the same area during the day on 11th July 2019. The larvae are aquatic, living in ponds and other 

water bodies. 

 

Donacaula mucronella                                             ABH no. 63.122    

No. of records: 12    Max count: 4  (26th Jul 2019)    Earliest  28th Jun    Latest  4th Aug 

Although there were multiple records of this species in 2017, 2018 and 2019, there were none in 2020. All records have been of 

small numbers in overnight moth traps in the western part of the island. The larvae feed on reeds and sedges. 
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Field identification guides 

Henwood, B., Sterling, P., and Lewington, R. (2020). Field Guide to the Caterpillars of Great Britain and Ireland. Bloomsbury 

Wildlife, London.  

Sterling, P., Parsons, M., and Lewington, R. (2018). Field Guide to the Micro-moths of Great Britain and Ireland. British Wildlife 

Publishing, London.  

Waring, P., Townsend, M., and Lewington, R. (2003). Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland. British Wildlife 

Publishing, Hampshire. (A third edition now available) 

 

Online resources

• Moths Ireland http://www.mothsireland.com/ 

• UK Moths https://www.ukmoths.org.uk/ 

• UK Butterflies https://ukbutterflies.co.uk/ 

• British Lepidoptera 

https://britishlepidoptera.weebly.com/ 

• Blademinererders https://bladmineerders.nl/  

• British Leafminers  http://leafmines.co.uk/ 

• Pyrgus.de  http://www.pyrgus.de/ 

• Habitas http://www.habitas.org.uk/  

 

• Butterfly Conservation https://butterfly-conservation.org/  

• Naturespot https://www.naturespot.org.uk/  

• Norfolk Moths https://norfolkmoths.co.uk/ 

• Dorset Nature http://www.dorsetnature.co.uk/moths/dn-

caterpillars.html 

• iRecord https://irecord.org.uk/  

• NBN Atlas https://nbnatlas.org/ 

• Plus many contributors and groups on Twitter and Facebook 
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Appendix 1: 

A complete list of Lepidoptera 

species recorded on Rathlin  
This list includes all Lepidoptera species recorded on Rathlin to date (as of February 2022). Species are presented in family 

groups for butterflies, macro-moths and micro-moths, with each species’ ABH number, scientific name and accepted common 

name. Species shown in grey have been recorded in the past, but not in the period 2017 to present.  

 

Butterflies 

PIERIDAE 

58.003 Anthocaris cardamines Orange-tip 

58.006 Pieris brassicae Large White 

58.007 Pieris rapae Small White 

58.008 Pieris napi Green-veined White 

58.010 Colias croceus Clouded Yellow 

 

NYMPHALIDAE 

59.003 Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood  59.019 Argynnis aglaja Dark Green Fritillary 

59.005 Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath  59.023 Vanessa atalanta Red Admiral 

59.009 Aphantopus hyperantus Ringlet  59.024 Vanessa cardui Painted Lady 

59.010 Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown  59.026 Aglais io Peacock 

59.013 Hipparchia semele Grayling  59.027 Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell 

 

LYCAENIDAE

61.001 Lycaena phlaes Small Copper 

61.018 Polyommatus icarus Common Blue 

 

 

Macro-moths 

HEPIALIDAE 

3.003 Korscheltellus fusconebulosa Map-winged Swift 

3.004 Phymatopus hecta Gold Swift 

3.005 Hepialus humuli humuli Ghost Moth 

 

  



148 
 

ZYGAENIDAE 

54.008 Zygaena filipendulae Six-spot Burnet 

 

DREPANIDAE 

65.008 Thyatira batis Peach Blossom 

 

LASIOCAMPIDAE 

66.001 Poecilocampa populi December Moth 

66.007 Lasiocampa quercus Oak Eggar 

66.008 Macrothylacia rubi Fox Moth 

 

SATURNIIDAE 

68.001 Saturnia pavonia Emperor Moth 

 

SPHINGIDAE 

69.003 Laothoe populi Poplar Hawk-moth 

69.004 Agrius convolvuli Convolvulus Hawk-moth 

69.008 Hemaris tityus Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 

69.010 Macroglossum stellatarum Humming-bird Hawk-moth 

69.016 Deilephila elpenor Elephant Hawk-moth 

69.017 Deilephila porcellus Small Elephant Hawk-moth 

   

   

GEOMETRIDAE 

70.011 Idaea dimidiata Single-dotted Wave  70.066 Earophila badiata Shoulder Stripe 

70.013 Idaea biselata Small Fan-footed Wave  70.068 Mesoleuca albicillata Beautiful Carpet 

70.016 Idaea aversata Riband Wave  70.069 Pelurga comitata Dark Spinach 

70.038 Rhodometra sacraria Vestal  70.072 Entephria caesiata Grey Mountain 

Carpet 

70.040 Scotopteryx mucronata Lead Belle  70.074 Hydriomena furcata July Highflyer 

70.045 Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar  70.075 Hydriomena 

impluviata 

May Highflyer 

70.046 Orthonama vittata Oblique Carpet  70.076 Hydriomena ruberata Ruddy Highflyer 

70.048 Xanthorhoe decoloraria 

decoloraria 

Red Carpet  70.077 Pennithera firmata Pine Carpet 

70.049 Xanthorhoe fluctuata 

fluctuata 

Garden Carpet  70.078 Thera cognata Chestnut-

coloured Carpet 

70.051 Xanthorhoe spadicearia Red Twin-spot Carpet  70.079 Thera britannica Spruce Carpet 

70.052 Xanthorhoe ferrugata Dark-barred Twin-spot 

Carpet 

 70.081 Thera obeliscata Grey Pine Carpet 

70.053 Xanthorhoe designata Flame Carpet  70.084 Plemyria rubiginata 

rubiginata 

Blue-bordered 

Carpet 

70.054 Xanthorhoe montanata 

montanata 

Silver-ground Carpet  70.085 Cidaria fulvata Barred Yellow 

70.059 Camptogramma bilineata 

bilineata 

Yellow Shell  70.086 Electrophaes corylata Broken-barred 

Carpet 

70.061 Epirrhoe alternata alternata Common Carpet  70.087 Cosmorhoe ocellata Purple Bar 

70.063 Epirrhoe galiata Galium Carpet  70.090 Eulithis testata Chevron 
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GEOMETRIDAE (CONTINUED) 

70.091 Eulithis populata Northern Spinach  70.183 Eupithecia vulgata Common Pug 

70.093 Gandaritis pyraliata Barred Straw  70.190 Eupithecia subfuscata Grey Pug 

70.094 Ecliptopera silaceata Small Phoenix  70.192 Aplocera plagiata 

scotica 

Treble-bar 

70.095 Chloroclysta siterata Red-green Carpet  70.200 Acasis viretata Yellow-barred 

Brindle 

70.096 Chloroclysta miata Autumn Green 

Carpet 

 70.202 Trichopteryx carpinata Early Tooth-striped 

70.097 Dysstroma truncata truncata Common Marbled 

Carpet 

 70.205 Abraxas grossulariata Magpie 

70.098 Dysstroma citrata citrata Dark Marbled Carpet  70.207 Lomaspilis marginata Clouded Border 

70.100 Colostygia pectinataria Green Carpet  70.218 Chiasma clathrata 

clathrata 

Latticed Heath 

70.101 Colostygia multistrigaria Mottled Grey  70.222 Petrophora chlorosata Brown Silver-line 

70.103 Lampropteryx suffumata Water Carpet  70.226 Opisthograptis 

luteolata 

Brimstone Moth 

70.106 Operophtera brumata Winter Moth  70.227 Epione repandaria Bordered Beauty 

70.109 Epirrita autumnata Autumnal Moth  70.234 Ennomos alniaria Canary-shouldered 

Thorn 

70.110 Epirrita filigrammaria Small Autumnal 

Moth 

 70.237 Selenia dentaria Early Thorn 

70.131 Mesotype didymata 

didymata 

Twin-spot Carpet  70.238 Selenia lunularia Lunar Thorn 

70.133 Perizoma alchemillata Small Rivulet  70.240 Odontopera bidentata Scalloped Hazel 

70.134 Perizoma bifaciata Barred Rivulet  70.241 Crocallis elinguaria Scalloped Oak 

70.136 Perizoma blandiata blandiata Pretty Pinion  70.243 Ourapteryx 

sambucaria 

Swallow-tailed 

Moth 

70.137 Perizoma albulata albulata Grass Rivulet  70.244 Colotois pennaria Feathered Thorn 

70.141 Gymnoscelis rufifasciata Double-striped Pug  70.247 Phigalia pilosaria Pale Brindled 

Beauty 

70.142 Chloroclystis v-ata V-Pug  70.252 Biston betularia Peppered Moth 

70.144 Pasiphila rectangulata Green Pug  70.255 Agriopis marginaria Dotted Border 

70.147 Eupithecia tenuiata Slender Pug  70.258 Peribatodes 

rhomboidaria 

Willow Beauty 

70.151 Eupithecia pulchellata Foxglove Pug  70.262 Selidosema brunnearia 

scandinavaria 

Bordered Grey 

70.154 Eupithecia pygmaeata Marsh Pug  70.265 Alcis repandata 

repandata 

Mottled Beauty 

70.155 Eupithecia venosata venosata Netted Pug  70.266 Alcis jubata Dotted Carpet 

70.157 Eupithecia dodoneata Oak-tree Pug  70.270 Ectropis crepuscularia Engrailed 

70.158 Eupithecia pusillata Juniper Pug  70.275 Ematurga atomaria Common Heath 

70.160 Eupithecia tripunctaria White-spotted Pug  70.276 Bupalus piniaria Bordered White 

70.161 Eupithecia virgaureata Golden-rod Pug  70.277 Cabera pusaria Common White 

Wave 

70.162 Eupithecia tantillaria Dwarf Pug  70.278 Cabera exanthemata Common Wave 

70.163 Eupithecia lariciata Larch Pug  70.280 Lomographa temerata Clouded Silver 

70.168 Eupithecia nanata Narrow-winged Pug  70.283 Campaea margaritaria Light Emerald 

70.172 Eupithecia distinctaria Thyme Pug  70.287 Charissa obscurata Annulet 

70.173 Eupithecia centaureata Lime-speck Pug  70.288 Cleorodes lichenaria Brussels Lace 

70.177 Eupithecia satyrata callunaria Satyr Pug  70.292 Dyscia fagaria Grey Scalloped Bar 

70.179 Eupithecia absinthiata Wormwood Pug  70.297 Pseudoterpna pruinata 

atropunctaria 

Grass Emerald 
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NOTODONTIDAE 

71.003 Cerura vinula Puss Moth  71.021 Ptilodon capucina Coxcomb Prominent 

71.005 Furcula furcula Sallow Kitten  71.025 Phalera bucephala Buff-tip 

71.012 Notodonta dromedarius Iron Prominent  71.028 Clostera pigra Small Chocolate-tip 

71.013 Notodonta ziczac Pebble Prominent     

 

EREBIDAE 

72.001 Scoliopteryx libatrix Herald  72.037 Thumatha senex Round-winged Muslin 

72.002 Rivula sericealis Straw Dot  72.038 Cybosia mesomella Four-dotted Footman 

72.003 Hypena proboscidalis Snout  72.042 Atolmis rubricollis Red-necked Footman 

72.019 Spilosoma lutea Buff Ermine  72.043 Eilema depressa Buff Footman 

72.020 Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine  72.045 Eilema lurideola Common Footman 

72.022 Diaphora mendica Muslin Moth  72.046 Eilema complana Scarce Footman 

72.023 Diacrisia sannio Clouded Buff  72.055 Herminia grisealis Small Fan-foot 

72.024 Phragmatobia 

fuliginosa fuliginosa 

Ruby Tiger  72.060 Hypenodes humidalis Marsh Oblique-barred 

72.025 Parasemia plantaginis 

plantaginis 

Wood Tiger  72.061 Schrankia 

costaestrigalis 

Pinion-streaked Snout 

72.026 Arctia caja Garden Tiger  72.084 Euclidia mi Mother Shipton 

72.031 Tyria jacobaeae Cinnabar     

 

NOCTUIDAE 

73.001 Abrostola tripartita Spectacle  73.114 Euplexia lucipara Small Angle Shades 

73.002 Abrostola triplasia Dark Spectacle  73.118 Celaena haworthii Haworth's Minor 

73.012 Diachrysia chrysitis Burnished Brass  73.119 Helotropha leucostigma 

leucostigma 

Crescent 

73.015 Autographa gamma Silver Y  73.121 Gortyna flavago Frosted Orange 

73.016 Autographa pulchrina Beautiful Golden Y  73.123 Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic 

73.017 Autographa jota Plain Golden Y  73.12x Amphipoea agg. Ear agg. 

73.018 Autographa bractea Gold Spangle  73.127 Amphipoea lucens Large Ear 

73.022 Plusia festucae Gold Spot  73.131 Luperina testacea Flounced Rustic 

73.023 Plusia putnami gracilis Lempke's Gold Spot  73.134 Rhizedra lutosa Large Wainscot 

73.024 Deltote pygarga Marbled White 

Spot 

 73.144 Denticucullus pygmina Small Wainscot 

73.038 Acronicta psi Grey Dagger  73.147 Photedes minima Small Dotted Buff 

73.040 Acronicta leporina Miller  73.154 Apamea remissa Dusky Brocade 

73.042 Acronicta menyanthidis 

scotica 

Light Knot Grass  73.155 Apamea epomidion Clouded Brindle 

73.045 Acronicta rumicis Knot Grass  73.156 Apamea crenata Clouded-bordered Brindle 

73.052 Cucullia umbratica Shark  73.158 Apamea sordens Rustic Shoulder-knot 

73.061 Stilbia anomala Anomalous  73.162 Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 

73.068 Allophyes oxyacanthae Green-brindled 

Crescent 

 73.163 Apamea lithoxylaea Light Arches 

73.069 Xylocampa areola Early Grey  73.165 Apamea furva britannica Confused 

73.084 Bryophila domestica Marbled Beauty  73.168 Lateroligia 

ophiogramma 

Double Lobed 

73.092 Caradrina morpheus Mottled Rustic  73.16x Mesapamea agg. Common Rustic agg. 

73.096 Hoplodrina octogenaria Uncertain  73.169 Mesapamea secalis Common Rustic 

73.097 Hoplodrina blanda Rustic  73.170 Mesapamea didyma Lesser Common Rustic 

73.102 Rusina ferruginea Brown Rustic  73.171 Litoligia literosa Rosy Minor 

73.107 Mormo maura Old Lady  73.172 Mesoligia furuncula Cloaked Minor 

73.109 Thalpophila matura Straw Underwing  73.17x Oligia agg. Marbled Minor agg. 

73.113 Phlogophora meticulosa Angle Shades     
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NOCTUIDAE (CONTINUED) 

73.176 Oligia fasciuncula Middle-barred Minor  73.291 Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot 

73.181 Xanthia togata Pink-barred Sallow  73.293 Mythimna impura Smoky Wainscot 

73.182 Cirrhia icteritia Sallow  73.294 Mythimna straminea Southern Wainscot 

73.189 Agrochola lota Red-line Quaker  73.295 Mythimna vitellina Delicate 

73.190 Agrochola macilenta Yellow-line Quaker  73.298 Mythimna ferrago Clay 

73.193 Omphaloscelis lunosa Lunar Underwing  73.307 Peridroma saucia Pearly Underwing 

73.194 Conistra vaccinii Chestnut  73.312 Euxoa obelisca grisea Square-spot Dart 

73.195 Conistra ligula Dark Chestnut  73.313 Euxoa tritici White-line Dart 

73.202 Lithophane ornitopus 

lactipennis 

Grey Shoulder-knot  73.314 Euxoa nigricans Garden Dart 

73.209 Xylena vetusta Red Sword-grass  73.317 Agrotis exclamationis Heart and Dart 

73.216 Cosmia trapezina Dun-bar  73.327 Agrotis ipsilon Dark Sword-grass 

73.219 Atethmia centrago Centre-barred Sallow  73.328 Axylia putris Flame 

73.228 Antitype chi Grey Chi  73.329 Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 

73.232 Aporophyla 

lueneburgensis 

Northern Deep-brown 

Dart 

 73.332 Diarsia brunnea Purple Clay 

73.233 Aporophyla nigra Black Rustic  73.333 Diarsia mendica 

mendica 

Ingrailed Clay 

73.234 Dasypolia templi Brindled Ochre  73.334 Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot 

73.235 Polymixis lichenea 

lichenea 

Feathered Ranunculus  73.336 Cerastis rubricosa Red Chestnut 

73.238 Mniotype adusta Dark Brocade  73.338 Lycophotia porphyrea True Lover's Knot 

73.242 Orthosia incerta Clouded Drab  73.341 Standfussiana 

lucernea 

Northern Rustic 

73.244 Orthosia cerasi Common Quaker  73.342 Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 

73.249 Orthosia gothica Hebrew Character  73.343 Noctua fimbriata Broad-bordered Yellow 

Underwing 

73.254 Cerapteryx graminis Antler Moth  73.345 Noctua comes Lesser Yellow Underwing 

73.261 Polia nebulosa Grey Arches  73.346 Noctua interjecta 

caliginosa 

Least Yellow Underwing 

73.264 Lacanobia thalassina Pale-shouldered 

Brocade 

 73.348 Noctua janthe Lesser Broad-bordered 

Yellow Underwing 

73.267 Lacanobia oleracea Bright-line Brown-eye  73.351 Graphiphora augur Double Dart 

73.271 Ceramica pisi Broom Moth  73.352 Anaplectoides 

prasina 

Green Arches 

73.272 Papestra biren Glaucous Shears  73.353 Xestia baja Dotted Clay 

73.273 Hada plebeja Shears  73.356 Xestia agathina 

agathina 

Heath Rustic 

73.276 Sideridis rivularis Campion  73.357 Xestia xanthographa Square-spot Rustic 

73.281 Hadena bicruris Lychnis  73.358 Xestia sexstrigata Six-striped Rustic 

73.283 Hadena confusa Marbled Coronet  73.359 Xestia c-nigrum Setaceous Hebrew 

Character 

73.286 Hadena perplexa 

capsophila 

Pod Lover  73.361 Xestia triangulum Double Square-spot 

73.290 Mythimna conigera Brown-line Bright-eye  73.365 Eugnorisma glareosa Autumnal Rustic 

 

 

NOLIDAE 

74.004 Nola confusalis Least Black Arches 

74.008 Pseudoips prasinana britannica Green Silver-lines 
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Micro-moths 

MICROPTERIGIDAE 

1.004 Micropterix aruncella  

1.005 Micropterix calthella  

 

NEPTICULIDAE 

4.035 Stigmella salicis  

4.045 Stigmella aurella  

4.055 Stigmella hemargyrella  

 

OPOSTEGIDAE 

5.001 Opostega salaciella  

5.004 Pseudopostega crepusculella  

 

ADELIDAE 

7.010 Cauchas rufimitrella  

 

TINEIDAE 

12.032 Tinea semifulvella  

12.036 Monopis laevigella Skin Moth 

12.048 Psychoides filicivora  

 

GRACILLARIDAE 

15.004 Caloptilia elongella   15.028 Parornix anglicella  

15.010 Caloptilia stigmatella   15.049 Phyllonorycter spinicolella  

15.014 Caloptilia syringella   15.063 Phyllonorycter maestingella  

15.015 Aspilapteryx tringipennella   15.067 Phyllonorycter rajella   

 

YPONOMEUTIDAE 

16.002 Yponomeuta padella Orchard Ermine 

16.015 Swammerdamia caesiella  

16.019 Paraswammerdamia albicapitella  

 

YPSOLOPHIDAE 

17.003 Ypsolopha dentella Honeysuckle Moth 

17.015 Ochsenheimeria urella  

 

PLUTELLIDAE 

18.001 Plutella xylostella Diamond-back Moth  18.005 Rhigognostis annulatella  

18.003 Plutella porrectella   18.006 Rhigognostis incarnatella  
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GLYPHIPTERIGIDAE 

19.002 Glyphipterix thrasonella  

19.007 Glyphipterix simpliciella Cocksfoot Moth 

19.008 Glyphipterix schoenicolella  
 

ARGYRESTHIIDAE 

20.013 Argyresthia pygmaeella  

20.022 Argyresthia bonnetella  
 

LYONETIIDAE 

21.001 Lyonetia clerkella  
 

OECOPHORIDAE 

28.009 Endrosis sarcitrella White-shouldered House-moth 

28.010 Hofmannophila pseudospretella Brown House-moth 

28.025 Pleurota bicostella  
 

DEPRESSARIIDAE 

32.007 Agonopterix ocellana   32.029 Agonopterix umbellana  

32.010 Agonopterix conterminella   32.030 Agonopterix nervosa  

32.015 Agonopterix subpropinquella   32.032 Agonopterix angelicella  

32.018 Agonopterix heracliana   32.035 Agonopterix yeatiana  

32.019 Agonopterix ciliella   32.036 Depressaria radiella Parsnip Moth 

32.024 Agonopterix assimilella   32.039 Depressaria daucella  

32.026 Agonopterix kaekeritziana      
 

GELECHIIDAE 

35.017 Neofaculta ericetella   35.058 Metzneria metzneriella  

35.036 Chrysoesthia sexguttella   35.093 Mirificarma mulinella  

35.040 Bryotropha terrella   35.120 Scrobipalpa artemisiella Thyme Moth 

35.046 Bryotropha senectella   35.130 Caryocolum vicinella  
 

COLEOPHORIDAE 

37.046 Coleophora deauratella  

37.063 Coleophora albicosta  

37.073 Coleophora alticolella  
 

ELACHISTIDAE 

38.004 Elachista argentella   38.030 Elachista albifrontella  

38.025 Elachista atricomella   38.037 Elachista canapennella  

38.029 Elachista luticomella      

       

MOMPHIDAE 

40.013 Mompha locupletella  

40.015 Mompha raschkiella  
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BLASTOBASIDAE 

41.002 Blastobasis adustella  

41.003 Blastobasis lacticolella  
 

PTEROPHORIDAE 

45.004 Platyptilia gonodactyla   45.013 Stenoptilia bipunctidactyla Twin-spot Plume 

45.006 Platyptilia isodactylus   45.030 Pterophorus pentadactyla White Plume Moth 

45.012 Stenoptilia pterodactyla Brown Plume  45.044 Emmelina monodactyla Common Plume 
 

SCHRECKENSTEINIIDAE 

46.001 Schreckensteinia festaliella  
 

EPERMENIIDAE 

47.001 Phaulernis fulviguttella  
 

CHOREUTIDAE 

48.001 Anthophila fabriciana Common Nettle-tap 

 

TORTICIDAE 

49.016 Archips rosana Rose Tortrix  49.128 Aethes rubigana  

49.025 Pandemis cerasana Barred Fruit-tree 

Tortrix 

 49.139 Cochylis atricapitana  

49.026 Pandemis heparana Dark Fruit-tree 

Tortrix 

 49.142 Falseuncaria ruficiliana  

49.028 Syndemis musculana   49.146 Apotomis semifasciana  

49.029 Lozotaenia forsterana   49.154 Orthotaenia undulana  

49.031 Aphelia paleana Timothy Tortrix  49.156 Hedya nubiferana  

49.037 Clepsis spectrana Cyclamen Tortrix  49.157 Hedya pruniana Plum Tortrix 

49.045 Eana osseana   49.164 Celypha cespitana  

49.048 Eana penziana   49.166 Celypha lacunana  

49.04x Cnephasia agg.   49.185 Lobesia littoralis  

49.049 Cnephasia incertana Light Grey Tortrix  49.188 Endothenia marginana  

49.063 Acleris bergmanniana   49.193 Endothenia 

quadrimaculana 

 

49.066 Acleris laterana   49.194 Bactra lancealana  

49.069 Acleris sparsana   49.195 Bactra furfurana  

49.070 Acleris rhombana Rhomboid Tortrix  49.201 Ancylis unguicella  

49.071 Acleris emargana   49.207 Ancylis geminana  

49.077 Acleris variegana Garden Rose Tortrix  49.211 Ancylis myrtillana  

49.078 Acleris aspersana   49.214 Ancylis badiana  

49.080 Acleris hastiana   49.229 Epinotia caprana  

49.082 Acleris hyemana   49.238 Epinotia cruciana Willow Tortix 

49.091 Pseudargyrotoza 

conwagana 

  49.252 Epinotia tedella  

49.097 Cochylimorpha straminea   49.257 Zeiraphera griseana Larch Tortrix 

49.111 Eupoecilia angustana 

angustana 

  49.259 Zeiraphera ratzeburgiana Spruce Bud Moth 

49.115 Aethes piercei   49.265 Eucosma cana  

49.127 Aethes cnicana   49.269 Eucosma campoliliana  
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TORTICIDAE (CONTINUED) 

49.285 Epiblema scutulana   49.325 Cydia ulicetana  

49.292 Notocelia cynosbatella   49.354 Grapholita jungiella  

49.294 Notocelia uddmanniana Bramble Shoot Moth  49.372 Pammene populana  

49.295 Notocelia roborana   49.379 Pammene aurana  

49.296 Notocelia incarnatana   49.380 Pammene gallicana  

 

PYRALIIDAE 

62.001 Aphomia sociella Bee Moth  62.028 Dioryctria abietella  

62.012 Matilella fusca   62.035 Acrobasis advenella  

62.015 Delplanqueia dilutella   62.05x Phycitodes agg.  
 

CRAMBIDAE 

63.005 Pyrausta despicata   63.069 Eudonia angustea  

63.016 Anania fuscalis   63.074 Eudonia mercurella  

63.025 Anania hortulata Small Magpie  63.075 Eudonia pallida  

63.031 Udea ferrugalis Rusty-dot Pearl  63.080 Chrysoteuchia culmella  

63.033 Udea lutealis   63.081 Crambus pascuella  

63.034 Udea prunalis   63.086 Crambus lathoniellus  

63.038 Pleuroptya ruralis Mother of Pearl  63.088 Crambus perlella  

63.052 Nomophila noctuella Rush Veneer  63.089 Agriphila tristella  

63.060 Evergestis pallidata   63.093 Agriphila straminella  

63.062 Scoparia subfusca   63.095 Agriphila geniculea  

63.064 Scoparia ambigualis   63.100 Catoptria margaritella  

63.066 Scoparia pyralella   63.114 Elophila nymphaeata Brown China-mark 

63.067 Eudonia lacustrata   63.122 Donacaula mucronella  
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Appendix 2:  

Unconfirmed and doubtful 

species 

The following species have been included on previous lists of Rathlin Lepidoptera, but have been removed due to doubt about 

the records or lack of sufficient evidence to support the identification. 

 

Cydia splendana               ABH no. 35.066 

A single moth found at Kinramer on 31st August 2017 was recorded as this species, but no photographs or specimens were 

retained. The lack of any further records, and the atypical habitat for this woodland species, have led us to doubt the initial 

identification and we now consider it unproven. 

 

Hoplodrina ambigua  VINE’S RUSTIC                  ABH no. 73.099 

One was apparently caught at the West Light on 28th August 2001. This would be the first (and only) record for Northern 

Ireland, and it is listed in The Butterflies and Moths of Northern Ireland and in the list of Rathlin macro-moths updated by 

Maurice Hughes in 2002. It is presumably a genuine record, and the specimen was apparently confirmed by dissection, but the 

dissection details are missing and the species is currently not included on the Northern Irish list. 

 

Melanchra persicariae  DOT MOTH                  ABH no. 73.270 

There was apparently a record of this species on Rathlin in the 1980s. The record has since been reviewed and is considered 

unverified due to lack of evidence. 

 

Diarsia florida  FEN SQUARE-SPOT                   ABH no. 73.335 

A Diarsia moth thought to fit the characteristics of this taxon was caught on 9th July 1988. It is debated whether Fen Square-

spot is a distinct species or a form of Small Square-spot, but either way it is doubtful that it occurs in the region and is not 

currently included on the Northern Irish list. 

 


