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Introduction 
 
This report is a summary of our bird sightings made on Rathlin Island during 2017. We first arrived on Rathlin in late March, and 
made efforts to find and record birds almost every day for the rest of the year, except periods away from the island from 18th 
September – 1st November, and 19th – 30th December. 
 
The vast majority of sightings included here are our own and, although we could only have recorded a tiny fraction of the birds 
on the island on any particular day, we hope that they still provide a useful indication of the numbers of birds present and the 
timings of their movements during the year. This report should also demonstrate the range of species that just a couple of 
dedicated observers can reasonably expect to see during a year on the island, although it should be remembered that we did 
miss a substantial part of the crucial autumn migration season. 
 
While we aimed to cover as much of the island as possible, our coverage of the island was not done in a systematic way and 
there was a bias towards the west end of the island where we spent the most time. During windy periods in the autumn, we 
increased our efforts watching seabird passage from Rue Point. All our bird observations are entered into the international 
online database eBird, where they are made freely available for ornithological research and recreational birdwatchers alike.   
 
In addition to our own observations, we have also included noteworthy sightings made by other observers wherever we are 
aware of them. Most of these have been passed on to us by other islanders, or have been documented on the Northern Ireland 
bird sightings blog NIBirds. Such records are indicated by the observer's initials in brackets. If there is anything we’ve missed, we 
would love to hear about it. 
 
During 2017 we saw 142 bird species on Rathlin. We are aware of a further 8 species that were seen on the island by other 
observers, bringing the 2017 Rathlin year-list to at least 150 species.   
 
As we have no experience watching birds on Rathlin in previous years, we have made little attempt to put our observations into 
historical context, but some records stand out as being significant. The Black Stork in May was by far the biggest rarity of the 
year, while species including Wood Warbler, Tree Pipit, Yellow Wagtail, Dark-bellied Brent Goose, Green Sandpiper and Long-
tailed Skua were notable in a Northern Irish context. Others like Eurasian Treecreeper and Common Kingfisher were highly 
unusual on Rathlin, even though they are common on the mainland. 
 
The island’s birds had varying breeding success in 2017. It was a good year for Kittiwakes, but probably not for Puffins. It was 
encouraging to see (or at least hear) a Corncrake on territory on Rathlin again this year, although we don’t know whether 
nesting actually occurred. On the other hand, it was very disappointing that Red-billed Choughs did not nest on the island this 
season, and that the single pair of Great Skuas (the only pair in Northern Ireland) was unsuccessful. The once common Northern 
Lapwings seem to have disappeared as a breeding species, with very few sightings this year, but it did appear to be a productive 
season for many of the island’s songbirds. 
 
All photos in this report are our own except where indicated. 
 
Additional observers mentioned in the text 
 

RG – Richard Green 
CG – Colin Guy 
AH – Ann Henderson 
AM – Alison McFaul 

JM – Jim McFaul 
LM – Liam McFaul 
SM – Sean McFaul 
JS – Julie Staines 

RT – Russell Thompson 
MT – Matthew Tickner 
NW – Neal Warnock 
JW – Jim Wells 
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Locations 
Rathlin Island locations mentioned in the text can be found on the map below: 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Bird species accounts are presented in systematic order. Species names and order follows Clements Checklist of Birds version 
2017.  
 

1 GREYLAG GOOSE  

2 GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 

3 PINK-FOOTED GOOSE  

4 BRENT GOOSE  

5 BARNACLE GOOSE  

6 CANADA GOOSE  

7 WHOOPER SWAN  

8 COMMON SHELDUCK  

9 GADWALL   

10 EURASIAN WIGEON  

11 MALLARD   

12 EURASIAN TEAL  

13 COMMON POCHARD  

14 TUFTED DUCK  

15 COMMON EIDER  

16 COMMON SCOTER  

17 LONG-TAILED DUCK  

18 COMMON GOLDENEYE  

19 RED-BREASTED MERGANSER  

20 COMMON PHEASANT  

21 RED-THROATED DIVER  

22 GREAT NORTHERN DIVER 

23 LITTLE GREBE  

24 NORTHERN FULMAR  

25 SOOTY SHEARWATER  

26 MANX SHEARWATER  

27 BALEARIC SHEARWATER  

28 EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL  

29 LEACH'S STORM-PETREL  

30 BLACK STORK  

31 NORTHERN GANNET  

32 GREAT CORMORANT  

33 EUROPEAN SHAG  

34 GREY HERON  

35 LITTLE EGRET  

36 WESTERN MARSH HARRIER 

37 HEN HARRIER  

38 EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK  

39 COMMON BUZZARD  

40 CORNCRAKE Crex  

41 WATER RAIL  

42 COMMON MOORHEN  

43 EURASIAN COOT  

44 EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER  

45 EUROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER 

46 NORTHERN LAPWING  

47 COMMON RINGED PLOVER 

48 WHIMBREL   

49 EURASIAN CURLEW  

50 BLACK-TAILED GODWIT  

51 RUDDY TURNSTONE  

52 RED KNOT  

53 SANDERLING   

54 DUNLIN   

55 PURPLE SANDPIPER  

56 EURASIAN WOODCOCK  

57 COMMON SNIPE  

58 COMMON SANDPIPER  

59 GREEN SANDPIPER  

60 COMMON GREENSHANK  

61 COMMON REDSHANK  

62 GREAT SKUA  

63 ARCTIC SKUA  

64 LONG-TAILED SKUA  

65 COMMON GUILLEMOT  

66 RAZORBILL   

67 BLACK GUILLEMOT  

68 ATLANTIC PUFFIN  

69 BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE  

70 SABINE'S GULL  

71 BLACK-HEADED GULL  

72 LITTLE GULL  

73 COMMON GULL  

74 HERRING GULL  

75 ICELAND GULL  

76 LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

77 GLAUCOUS GULL  

78 GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

79 ARCTIC TERN  

80 SANDWICH TERN  

81 BLACK TERN  

82 ROCK DOVE  

83 COMMON WOODPIGEON  

84 EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE 

85 COMMON CUCKOO  

86 LONG-EARED OWL  

87 COMMON SWIFT  

88 COMMON KINGFISHER  

89 COMMON KESTREL  

90 MERLIN   

91 PEREGRINE FALCON  

92 COMMON MAGPIE  

93 RED-BILLED CHOUGH  

94 EURASIAN JACKDAW  

95 ROOK   

96 HOODED CROW  

97 CARRION CROW  

98 COMMON RAVEN  

99 EURASIAN SKYLARK  

100 SAND MARTIN  

101 BARN SWALLOW  

102 COMMON HOUSE MARTIN 

103 COAL TIT  

104 EURASIAN BLUE TIT 

105 GREAT TIT  

106 LONG-TAILED TIT  

107 EURASIAN TREECREEPER  

108 EURASIAN WREN  

109 GOLDCREST   

110 WILLOW WARBLER  

111 COMMON CHIFFCHAFF  

112 WOOD WARBLER  

113 SEDGE WARBLER  

114 COMMON GRASSHOPPER WARBLER 

115 EURASIAN BLACKCAP  

116 COMMON WHITETHROAT  

117 SPOTTED FLYCATCHER  

118 EUROPEAN ROBIN  

119 COMMON REDSTART  

120 BLACK REDSTART  

121 WHINCHAT   

122 EUROPEAN STONECHAT  

123 NORTHERN WHEATEAR  

124 EURASIAN BLACKBIRD  

125 FIELDFARE   

126 REDWING   

127 SONG THRUSH  

128 MISTLE THRUSH  

129 EUROPEAN STARLING  

130 DUNNOCK   

131 WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL 

132 GREY WAGTAIL  

133 WHITE WAGTAIL  

134 MEADOW PIPIT  

135 TREE PIPIT  

136 ROCK PIPIT  

137 LAPLAND BUNTING  

138 SNOW BUNTING  

139 YELLOWHAMMER   

140 COMMON REED BUNTING 

141 COMMON CHAFFINCH  

142 BRAMBLING   

143 EUROPEAN GREENFINCH  

144 TWITE   

145 EURASIAN LINNET  

146 LESSER REDPOLL  

147 COMMON CROSSBILL  

148 EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH  

149 EURASIAN SISKIN  

150 HOUSE SPARROW  

   



 

Systematic list 
 
 
1. GREYLAG GOOSE  Anser anser 
This species was present on the island all year, but in varying numbers as birds move between here and other sites. Numbers 
seen were generally quite low (no gatherings of more than 21 birds) from March to May, although the birds were nesting in late 
April and May and were consequently more secretive and less gregarious. The first goslings were seen at Kebble on 4th May. 

From the start of June, broods of goslings were present in many locations and much higher counts were made when these 
families started gathering together throughout the month. Particular concentrations were at Ushet Lough (up to 131 birds), 
Kebble Lough (up to 65 birds) and Doon Bay (up to 20 birds). However, from about mid July numbers fell considerably, 
presumably as goslings reached fledging stage and many birds departed the island. The largest flock seen in the second half of 
July was 25 birds, and in August the peak was just 20. Just small numbers were present in early September. 

Numbers were higher again by our return to the island in November, particularly at Kebble Lough where a flock was present 
most days, regularly exceeding 50 birds throughout the month and peaking at 72 birds on the 16th. Another concentration of up 
to 52 birds was frequently just inland from the harbour in November and December, although it could have been the flock from 
Kebble commuting between the two sites. 

Neck collar sightings 
As part of a study on the status and movements of the local Greylag Goose 
population, Kerry Mackie fitted three Greylags with coded orange neck 
collars (BVH, BVI and BVJ) on Rathlin in February. Other geese have 
previously been marked on Islay. Thanks to Clive Mellon for providing 
information about these birds. Observations of collared birds were as 
follows: 

• BVI and BVJ were seen as a pair multiple times from late March. 
They nested by Craigmacagan Lough and appeared with at least 
three newly-hatched goslings on 17th May.  

• BVH was in Doon Bay with an unringed partner and 3 goslings in 
Doon Bay on 24th May. 

• NCL was seen on Rathlin on 10th March and possibly attempted to 
nest here. It was then seen on Kebble Lough for most of June. This 
bird was ringed on Islay in 2015 and has moved between Islay, 
Colonsay, Rathlin and Fair Head.  

• NDD was present on Ushet Lough during late June. This is another 
bird from Islay but seems to spend more time on Fair Head than 
Rathlin.  

• BVH was found freshly dead at Ally Lough on 16th August. With no 
obvious injuries, cause of death was not apparent. 

• There were no sightings of neck collars among the Greylags on 
Rathlin in autumn and winter.  

 
2. GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons 
All sightings were of the Greenland race A.a.flavirostris. 

The first sighting was of 2 flying west over Kinramer on 6th April. Another was seen on the southern arm of the island on 23rd 
April (CG).  In autumn, a single bird flew south over Kinramer on 5th November. A small flock was present in the Loughnanskan 
area from 14th November to at least mid December. This began as a group of 4 birds, but increased to 6 in late November and 
to 9 on 12th December. A flock of 9 flying strongly south on 30th November were possibly different birds. 

Greater White-fronted Geese on 14th November  

Greylag Goose BVJ on territory at Craigmacagan 
on 26th April  



3. PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus 
A flock of three was seen from the Rathlin ferry on 18th October (CG). 
 
4. BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla 
Two subspecies were recorded this year: 
 
Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla: 
One flew past the harbour on 26th April. 
 
Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota: 
Two landed in Mill Bay on 30th April. The only autumn sighting was of a 
flock of 40 seen flying very distantly off Rue Point on 14th September. 
 

5. BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis 
One was seen on 27th February (NW). One was with Greylags by Kebble 
Lough from 5th to 12th November, and presumably the same bird 
reappeared there again from the 21st November until 2nd December. 
 
6. CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis 
An interesting Canada Goose, perhaps of one of the small subspecies, was near Ushet Lough on 27th March (CG). A group of 3 
canadensis feral-type Canada Geese were at Rue Point on 20th April, and a group of 4 (likely including the previous 3) was on 
Ushet Lough on 2nd May. 
 

 
Feral-type Canada Geese at Rue Point on 20th April –  an infrequent sight on Rathlin. 

 
7. WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus 
A single bird was on Ushet Lough in January (NW). 
 
The first record in autumn was of 52 on 12th October 
(NW), and a flock of three was seen from the Rathlin 
Ferry on 18th October (CG). 
 
There were numerous sightings during November: 

• 8 were at Kebble Lough on the 3rd. 

• 15+ arrived at Kebble at dusk on the 8th. 

• 14 flew south over the island on the 10th. 

• 2 flew west over Kinramer on the 15th. 

• Two flocks of 8 and 9 flew south on the 18th. 

• Separate flocks of 6 and 4 flew south in the morning, 
and 13 were on Kebble Lough at dusk on the 19th. 

• 1 flew south over Kebble on the 22nd. 
 
The final sighting was a flock of 4 on Kebble Lough on 
2nd December.                  Whoopers swanning around on Kebble Lough on 3rd November 

  

Although 2017 was a good year for Dark-bellied 
Brent Geese in NI, this subspecies is still scarce in 
the region and an unexpected sight on Rathlin.   



8. COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna 
Commonly recorded in the first half of the year, mainly in the harbour / Mill Bay area and between Rue Point and Doon Bay. The 
highest count was of 20 birds near Doon Bay on 28th April. The first ducklings were seen on 1st June. 

After 29th June, there was a complete absence of sightings, presumably coinciding with the annual movement of the species to 
the Wadden Sea to complete their post-breeding moult. A single bird reappeared in Mill Bay on 7th November. At least 2 were 
present during the second half of November, and 3 were together at Doon Bay on 17th December. 
 
9. GADWALL Anas strepera 
An overwintering bird in Mill Bay was last reported on 11th March (NW). 
 
10. EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope 
A drake was on Ushet Lough on 26th June. Probably the same drake, now beginning to moult into eclipse plumage, was on Ally 
Lough on 7th July. A flock of four was on Kebble Lough on 2nd July. 

An eclipse drake in Mill Bay from 2nd September until at least 17th September was joined by a second bird on the 12th and 
13th. Also in September, a flock of 15 flew north past Ushet Port on the 11th. A female first seen on Kebble Lough on 10th 
November stayed beyond the year's end. 
 
11. MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos 
Present throughout the year on the freshwater loughs and sheltered bays, with breeding noted in most such locations. The first 
ducklings were seen on 26th April. Numbers of Mallards were generally low in the spromg, with no gatherings of birds exceeding 
11 individuals seen until the start of June when many broods of ducklings were present. In the summer, birds began to 
concentrate at a few sites: Doon Bay (up to 20 birds in June), around Mill Bay (up to 25 birds in August/ September) and Kebble 
Lough (up to 28 birds in July). In November, up to 23 were around Mill Bay and a similar number at Kebble Lough. The biggest 
flock seen all year was 32 on Kebble Lough on 2nd December. 

 
12. EURASIAN TEAL Anas crecca 
Small numbers were seen regularly at sites including Kebble, Craigmacagan and Ally Loughs, but the biggest counts were from 
the rocky shoreline between Rue Point and Doon Bay, including 25 there on 6th April and 19 on 2nd September. Recently 
fledged young birds were found in this area in July. 

Much bigger concentrations of birds were seen in November, including up to 74 at Doon Bay and up to 50 on Kebble Lough. A 
count on 2nd December found at least 173 birds, including 100 at Doon Bay and 71 on Kebble Lough. The Kebble flock rose to 80 
by 10th December. 

 
13. COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina 
An overwintering bird was last seen at Ally Lough on 11th March (NW). A drake was back again on Ally Lough on 16th November, 
and was joined by a second drake on the 19th. Both these birds were present until at least 27th November, but had gone by 2nd 
December. 
 
14. TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula 
Common on all the main freshwater loughs. The first ducklings of the year were seen on Kebble Lough on 17th June, and at least 
three pairs raised young at this site. There were also at least three pairs on Ally Lough, plus successful breeding on Craigmacagan 
and Ushet Loughs. 

On 26th June, a single bird was seen flying north far out over the sea from the West Light. 

The highest number noted during the year was on 10th August, when 45 were counted on the south arm of the island (20 on 
Ally Lough, 19 on Ushet Lough and 6 on Craigmacagan Lough). This would have included many locally hatched juveniles. In 
November and December, small numbers (no more than single figures) remained present on most of the main Loughs. 
 
15. COMMON EIDER Somateria mollissima 
Numerous around the coastline, especially the area around the harbour and from Doon Bay to Rue Point. Counts in the first half 
of the year included 102 at Rue Point / Doon Bay on 12th April, 170 in the south arm of the island (64 around the harbour and 
106 at Rue Point / Doon Bay) on 20th April and 85 in the harbour on 30th April, after which the overall numbers recorded 
declined slightly as nesting got underway. The first ducklings were seen near Doon Bay on 24th May, soon followed by several 
further broods along that stretch of coastline. 

Counts in the late summer and early autumn were rather lower, with the biggest concentrations only just exceeding 30 birds in 
the harbour area and barely reaching double figures anywhere else. In November and December, numbers remained similar, 
only just exceeding 20 birds at the harbour and at Rue Point. 

  



One Eider ducking another on 27th April 

 
16. COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra 
A drake was in Mill Bay on 30th March. The first autumn records were on 
14th September when 7 were seen flying past Rue Point. Another 4 were 
seen on 9th October (NW). Single birds flew past Rue Point on 18th 
November and 17th December. 
 
17. LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis 
One flew past Rue Point heading west on 16th November. 

 
18. COMMON GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula 
An overwintering bird on Craigmacagan Lough was last seen on 27th 
February (CG). 

The Red-breasted Merganser gave close views 

19. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator 
A drake was in the harbour on 6th April. 
 
20. COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus 
Frequently seen and heard throughout the year, mainly towards the west end of the island where several males were displaying 
in the spring and early winter. A female with a brood of at least 9 small chicks was seen at Kinramer on 23rd May, although  
perhaps the same female guarding just a single youngster a few weeks later suggested a rather low chick survival rate. 
Occasional birds were heard calling in the north-east part of the island, but there were no records from the southern arm. 

Who doesn’t enjoy the glorious splendour of a cock Pheasant? This one was strutting his stuff in a hay field on 30th May. 
  



21. RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata 
One flying past Rue Point on 24th May was the only record in the first half of the year. In September, 2 flew by Rue Point on the 
6th, with 3 there on the 7th and a single bird on the 12th. 

Single birds were seen on 2nd November (CG), 19th November and 2nd Dec. 
 
22. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer 
One on 19th April circled over Church Bay and then flew high east over the island. On 18th October, 5 were calling as they flew 
overhead at Rue Point (CG). A single bird was seen on 2nd November (CG). In December, 3 separate individuals were seen from 
Rue Point on the 2nd, and single birds flew past there on 7th and 17th December. 
 
DIVER SP. Gavia sp. 
A diver flying north high over Kinramer on 26th May wasn’t seen well enough to be identified. Another diver seen off Rue Point 
on 9th September was too distant for definite identification. 
   
23. LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Present on all the freshwater loughs throughout the year. Successful breeding was confirmed on Kebble, Craigmacagan, Ally and 
Ushet Loughs, where well-grown chicks were seen in August. A pair was also present on a small pool near the coastguard hut. 
The highest single counts were 11 birds on Kebble Lough on 9th September and a minimum of 12 on Ushet Lough on 19th 
November. 
 
GREBE SP. Podiceps sp. 
One that got away! A grebe flying distantly past Rue Point on 18th November was almost certainly a Red-necked Grebe, but 
frustratingly views were too poor to be certain. 

 
24. NORTHERN FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis 
Around the West Light, lots of courtship activity was observed in mid April. The colony mostly emptied for a few days in early 
May, but by 21st May many birds were busy incubating. The first sighting of a hatched chick was on 6th July, although more 
advanced chicks were later noticed elsewhere. The first fledged chick was thought to have flown from its nest around 25th 
August. 

The usual autumn exodus took place sometime while we 
were away from the island. After we returned in early 
November, there was not a single Fulmar sighting until 4 
were seen off Rue Point during westerly gales on 7th 
December. At least 5 were seen offshore on 17th 
December, before numerous birds suddenly appeared 
back on the cliffs at the West Light on the 18th. This 
included at least 30 on the ledges immediately below the 
West Light’s viewing platform, and this was the first time 
the Fulmars had returned to their nesting sites since 
September.  

 
This unlucky individual received a face-full of orange 
Fulmar vomit from an unfriendly neighbour on 4th May.  
 

 
25. SOOTY SHEARWATER Puffinus griseus 
Two passed by the northeast of the island on 2nd September. Another was off Rue Point on 6th September. 

 
26. MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus 
The first of the year was off Rue Point on 30th March. From mid April small numbers were a regular sight offshore, especially on 
windy days. There was no evidence that any birds attempted to breed on the island this year.  
 
Widely varying numbers were offshore daily in the early autumn, including some notable movements. 150 were counted 
heading north past the east side of the island in one hour of observation on 26th July. 151 flew north past the coastguard hut in 
80 minutes of observation during calm conditions on 2nd September. 318 flew west through the Rathlin Sound in 90 minutes of 
observation on 9th September. The autumn migration clearly came to an end while we were away from the island and there 
were no sightings in November or December. 
 
27. BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus 
A single individual of this endangered Mediterranean-breeding species was seen from the Rathlin Ferry on 27th June (MT).  
  



28. EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus 
Although this highly secretive species presumably occurs quite commonly in the 
waters around Rathlin, our only sighting was of one bird off Rue Point on 14th 
September.   
 
29. LEACH'S STORM-PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
One was seen off Rue Point during strong northwesterly winds on 11th September. 
There were numerous other sightings of this species from around the coasts of 
Britain and Ireland at the time, and it was surprising that we did not have more 
sightings from Rathlin. 

          European Storm Petrel 
30. BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra 
Undoubtedly the most astonishing sighting of the year. On 11th May, one was seen circling over the coastguard hut before 
heading east and out to sea. This is not just a first record for Rathlin, but a first for Northern Ireland.  

 
 

 

 
"OMG, IT'S A STORK!!!"  
 
A memorable birding moment. A Black Stork was 
also seen in northern Scotland the next day, but 
photos showed it to be a different individual.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
31. NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus 
Ever-present offshore during the spring and summer, in highly variable numbers. A particularly large gathering of easily more 
than 300 birds, including many immatures, was off the west end of the island on 18th June. 

The biggest day of autumn passage recorded was on 11th September, when at least 150 birds passed Rue Point in three hours of 
observation. Just occasional birds were seen offshore in November and December, many of which were juveniles. 
 
 
32. GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo 
One or two birds were regularly seen throughout the year, usually around the coastline but occasionally visiting the freshwater 
loughs.  
 
 
33. EUROPEAN SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Common around the coast all year. Nesting took place in various locations, but none was observed from the West Light 
viewpoint this year, although a family with juveniles was there in the late summer. 

After the breeding season, gatherings of birds in Mill Bay and Church Bay reached 58 birds on 17th August and 41 on 17th 
September. 
 
 
34. GREY HERON Ardea cinerea 
One or two birds were frequently encountered, with sightings in most parts of the island, although most of these  probably 
involved the small number of resident birds. Two pairs nested in the Ballynoe area, successfully fledging two chicks each (AH and 
family). A juvenile was on Kebble Lough on 23rd June, and three juveniles were together there on 1st July, but it is not known if 
these were the birds raised on the island or had come in from elsewhere. 
 
In November and December, most sightings were at Ally Lough, where up to 4 birds were often present together, or in Mill Bay.  
  



35. LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 
One was on the rocks by Mill Bay on 14th August (LM), with two at the same site the following day (RT). Another was seen flying 
through Rathlin Sound on 27th August (CG). In early December, an egret was reported to have been in the Craigmacagan area. 

 
36. WESTERN MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus 
A female was hunting around Brockley on 15th May. 
 
37. HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus 
A ringtail flew south from Kebble on 9th August (RT). On 31st 
August, a ringtail flew west past Brockley and a juvenile female 
(presumably a different bird) was seen hunting near 
Ballyconagan a short time later. In September, a juvenile was at 
Ballyconagan on the 4th, another was at Kinramer on the 8th and 
a ringtail flew over Doon Bay on the 17th. Another ringtail flew 
south over Kebble Lough on 14th November, heading out 
towards the mainland. 
 

           Juvenile Hen Harrier on 31st August 

38. EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus 
Breeding behaviour was seen at Kinramer Wood, including 3 birds circling together and a pair in display flight in late March. The 
adults continued to be seen in the same area throughout the spring and summer, while a juvenile on 22nd May could have been 
locally hatched. Another presumed nesting pair seemed to be present near the chapel, although the outcome of this is 
unknown. A single bird at the southern end of the island on 6th April was presumably a migrant. 

On 16th November, during strong westerly winds and rough 
seas, a sparrowhawk was seen more than 1km offshore to the 
east of Rathlin, flying south low over the waves. 

A sparrowhawk was seen carrying a freshly killed snipe in 
December (LM). 
    

39. COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo 
Seen commonly all over the island throughout the year, with 
nesting occurring in several locations. Any passage was masked 
by the resident birds. 

 
40. CORNCRAKE Crex crex 
A male at Brockley was heard on 12th May (RG and others) and 
probably the previous day too, and was still singing there until 
at least 10th July.  It is unknown whether it attracted a mate. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk on 17th August. Numerous sightings 
around this date suggested an influx of passage birds.  

 
41. WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus 
Typical squealing calls were commonly heard in suitable habitat all over the 
island from late March to late May. The song of an unpaired female was 
heard near Kinramer late at night on 7th May. After going quiet for a while in 
the summer, birds were again regularly heard and occasionally seen from 
early August to the end of the year. 

 
42. COMMON MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus 
Three were seen on Craigmacagan Lough on 11th March (NW). Single birds 
were seen occasionally here and on Ally Lough throughout the year, as well 
as one sighting near Brockley, but this appears to be an elusive species on 
Rathlin and no clear evidence of breeding was seen.                                                    
 
43. EURASIAN COOT Fulica atra 
A common breeding species, with pairs present on all of the main loughs and some smaller water bodies. The first chicks were 
seen on Ally Lough on 10th May, soon followed by broods on Kebble, Craigmacagan and Ushet Loughs. The largest 
congregations noted were up to 17 on Kebble Lough in late summer and up to 19 on Ally Lough in September. Ally Lough 
remained the main site for this species in the late part of the year, with up to 22 present there throughout November and 
December. 

This unfortunate roadkill gave a rare chance 
for a close look at a Water Rail on 9th April. 



44. EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus 
The main concentrations of birds in the first half of the year were in the Church Bay / Mill Bay area, where up to 17 were 
counted roosting, and along the shoreline between Rue Point and Doon Bay, where about ten pairs attempted to nest. 
By late May birds were guarding nests, and the first chick was seen at Ushet Port on 6th June. Fully fledged chicks were seen by 
22nd June. 

The highest counts in the second half of the year were again invariably in the Church Bay area, reaching around 11 individuals in 
late August and September and up to 15 in November and December. 

 
45. EUROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria 
One flew over Ushet Lough on 20th April, followed by 4 flying past Kebble the following day. In autumn, a single bird was in a 
field at Kinramer on 27th August, and further singles flew over Rue Point on 9th September and over Ally Lough on 12th 
September. 
 
46. NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus 
Formerly a common breeding species, sightings were few and far between this spring and there was no indication of any nesting 
attempts. A single bird at Ushet Lough on 27th March was the only record until another at the same site on 17th May. A group 
of 3 at Ushet Lough on 31st May was the highest count of the year. A single bird was seen on 13th June, two were together at 
Rue Point on 5th July, and two separate individuals were recorded on 24th August. A single bird was seen near Craigmacagan on 
11th November. 

 
47. COMMON RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula 
Counts around the Church Bay / Mill Bay area reached low double figures on several dates between late March and mid May, 
peaking at 13 on 11th May. Numbers then dropped off to low single figures during the second half of May and June, when 
passage had petered out and the remaining birds were mainly those attempting to nest. At least two pairs nested in the harbour 
area, one of which was successful. Nesting behaviour was also observed at Rue Point. 
 
Throughout August and at least the first half of September, small numbers were frequently in the Church Bay area, but 13 birds 
on 8th August was the only double-figure count. In November and December, the number around Church Bay was generally in 
single figures, with the exception of 19 birds counted on 3rd November and 20 on 18th November. 
 

 
Common Ringed Plover in Mill Bay on 11th May 

48. WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 
The first two birds of the spring were seen on 25th March (NW), although there 
were no further sightings until 11th April. Small numbers then continued to pass 
through into mid May, with at least 11 individuals present on 28th April 
representing the highest count of the spring. The last two presumed northbound 
birds were seen on 1st June. 

A single bird on 19th July may have been an early southbound migrant. 

With the exception of 16 seen on 27th August (CG) and 2 on 5th September, 
autumn records all concerned single birds on just five dates, the last of which was 
on 11th September. The first juvenile was seen on 4th September. 

        
                       Whimbrel on passage on 20th April  



49. EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata 
Small numbers were seen regularly in late March and April, peaking with a count of 9 around the south end of the island on 12th 
April. Only occasional single birds were seen in May and for most of June, with a slight increase towards the end of this period. 

The first noticeable influx of southbound migrants was on 19th July, when 18 adults were seen, including a flock of 16 by Ushet 
Lough. A flock of similar size was seen regularly throughout August and the first half of September and may have been the same 
long-staying flock, sometimes joined by a small number of additional birds. The highest counts recorded were 27 on 30th August 
and 24 on 13th September. 

November and December saw the highest counts of the year with a flock of up to 44 present at least from mid November to the 
year's end. This flock moved around the south arm of the island, often roosting at Rue Point or Church bay and usually feeding in 
nearby paddocks. 

 
50. BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa 
Spring passage began with three birds on 20th April. At least 74 were present in the southern part of the island on 27th April, 
including a roosting flock of 57 on the edge of Ushet Lough. 17 remaining in the same area the following day were the last of the 
spring, and indeed of the year. 

Black-tailed Godwit in breeding plumage on 28th April 

51. RUDDY TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres 
From late March to late April, a regular flock of up to 24 was around Church Bay, and up to five were often seen at the south end 
of the island. Numbers dropped by about half around the end of the month, and May's highest count was 11 birds. From late 
May and throughout June and July the species was only recorded occasionally, and the highest count was just three. 
 
The first autumn arrival was on 2nd August, when 6 birds were in Church Bay, increasing to 7 the following day. This number 
then remained steady right through into mid September, with up to 7 individuals being recorded regularly. Up to 14 were 
present in early and mid November, dropping off to just low single figures thereafter. 
 
52. RED KNOT Calidris canutus 
One was seen in Mill Bay in January (NW). Three were at Rue Point 
on 21st June. In autumn, an adult was in Church Bay on 4th 
September, followed by 2 juveniles there on 17th September. 
 
53. SANDERLING Calidris alba 
At least eight different individuals were recorded during spring 
passage which began with a single bird on 30th April and ended 
with three birds (two of which were in breeding plumage) on 31st 
May. All sightings were in Mill Bay / Church Bay. 
 
In autumn, a single adult bird was in Mill Bay on 2nd and 3rd 
August, and a juvenile was in the same location on the 16th. 

Sanderling in breeding plumage on 10th May 

  



54. DUNLIN Calidris alpina 
Spring passage began on 19th April and continued to the end of May. Numbers were generally small (<15 birds) but larger flocks 
were seen in mid May: on the 10th at least 51 were in Mill Bay, increasing to a minimum of 95 birds on the 11th. 

Two birds on 21st June and a single on 5th July may have been 
very early southbound migrants. Proper autumn passage began 
with 8 birds (1 juvenile and 7 adults) on 2nd August, followed 
by 4 (all juveniles) the next day. Small numbers remained a 
regular sight throughout the rest of August and the first half of 
September, although no counts higher than 7 were recorded. 
There were no sightings in November or December. 

 
55. PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima 
An adult at Rue Point on 5th September was the first sighting of 
the autumn. In November, single birds were seen in Cooraghy 
Bay on the 10th and at Ushet Port on the 18th, and two were at 
Rue Point on the 23rd. 
 

56. EURASIAN WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
The first of the autumn was flushed near Kinramer Wood on 17th November. There were at least 8 further sightings, all of single 
birds, before the year's end. All but one of these were in the western part of the island, although this is where the majority of 
searching took place. 
 
57. COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago 
Sightings in the spring and summer occurred in many places around the island, particularly when the adults were displaying at 
dusk. Multiple displaying birds were noted at several sites including Kinramer, Brockley and Rue Point. There were fewer 
sightings in August and September when the birds were no longer displaying. 

In November and December, birds were sometimes heard calling after dark, and migrants were commonly encountered in 
suitable habitat. in mid November and early December, up to 13 were frequently in the marshy ground on the western side of 
Kebble Lough. 

Common Snipe on 10th May 

58. COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 
The first two of the year were by the harbour on 18th April. The next sighting 
was not until 27th April, followed by three on the 28th and up to 2 seen 
regularly up to 11th May. There were no further sightings until two were seen 
on 29th June. Single birds on 17th and 31st July were the only sightings that 
month. Another single on 24th August was the last record of the year. 
 

 
                 Common Sandpiper on 28th April  

Purple Sandpiper on 10th November 



59. GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
One was on the rocks near Ushet Port / Rue Point on 30th August. 

 
60. COMMON GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
Single birds were at Rue Point on 6th April and in Mill Bay on 27th April and 31st July. A flock of 3 birds flew south down the east 
coast of the island on 1st August. 

 
61. COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
Small numbers were seen throughout the first half of the year, mainly around the harbour / Mill Bay area and near Rue Point / 
Doon Bay. Numbers were slightly but noticeably higher in April, including counts of 16 on the 20th and 18 on the 27th. Passage 
ended abruptly at the beginning of May, with a single bird on the 3rd being the last sighting of the month. 

A single bird on 16th June was perhaps the beginning of return passage, with several further sightings of up to three individuals 
recorded by the end of the month, and similar numbers through July. Up to 6 birds were recorded regularly throughout August, 
and up to 4 in September. 

Numbers were higher in November and December, when up to 18 were present around Church Bay. 

Common Redshank on 26th March 

 

62. GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua 
The first sighting of the year was from the West Light on 1st April and a pair were soon on territory on Kebble. This nesting 
attempt failed after disturbance and trampling by cattle, but the pair remained present throughout the summer. Additional 
birds were occasionally seen from mid May, with up to five individuals (including the resident pair) seen together in June, July 
and August. A bird was still on the territory at Kebble until at least 10th September. 

The resident pair were seen killing and eating auks, or 
stealing them from gulls, throughout the breeding 
season, and on one occasion killing an adult Lesser 
Black-backed Gull on the sea. Once the Black-headed 
Gulls at Kebble had chicks, the skuas were often seen 
taking these as prey. 

Additional passage birds were seen from 7th August, 
with an increase in frequency in early and mid 
September when strong westerly winds resulted in 
good seabird movements. The highest count was 6 
passing Rue Point during a 3.5 hour watch on 11th 
September, and counts of 3 were made on three other 
dates. There was little recording of seabirds for the rest 
of the autumn, but a single bird was seen on 9th 
October (NW). 
 
 

                       Great Skua attacking a young Black-headed Gull  



63. ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus 
The first of the year was a pale morph seen chasing Kittiwakes distantly from the West Light on 26th June, followed by a dark 
morph off Rue Point two days later. Another adult flew north past the East Light on 26th July. There were records on 4 dates in 
August, including 2 flying over the harbour on the 16th and 2 off Rue Point on the 24th. Sightings became more regular in 
September, and the species was recorded during most seawatching sessions. The biggest count was 4 birds past Rue Point in 2.5 
hours on 14th September. Later in the autumn, 5 were seen offshore on 9th October (NW). 
 
64. LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudus 
A juvenile was off Rue Point on 6th September. 

 
65. COMMON GUILLEMOT Uria aalge 
Many thousands were already back on the nesting cliffs when we arrived on 24th March, but for the next month or so the birds 
came and went and on many days (usually in bad weather) there were none in the colony at all. As late as 5th May the colony 
was virtually empty, but the first few eggs were seen on the following day and the birds were back in high numbers from then 
on. 

The first chick of the season was found on the top of Stacknavarlea on 9th June, although it was at least another week before 
chicks were appearing in any numbers. The first jumplings were seen during the day on 6th July, before a mass departure that 
evening and more over the next 10 or so days. The colony was looking very much depleted by 21st July, and the last birds had 
left the cliffs by 6th August. 

Varying numbers continued to be seen offshore in the autumn and winter, with many birds acquiring breeding plumage again by 
late December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
66. RAZORBILL Alca torda 
Like the Common Guillemots, many were in the colonies during fine days from late March to early May, frequently all 
disappearing back out to sea whenever the weather deteriorated. The first eggs were seen being stolen by Ravens on 5th May, 
but many more eggs appeared in the next few days. 

The first chicks were not seen until 14th June, after which many more soon hatched. The first jumplings were seen on 6th July 
during the mass departure of Common Guillemot chicks. Most Razorbills had left the colony by 21st July, and they had virtually 
all departed by the end of the month. 

Varying numbers continued to be seen offshore in the autumn and winter. At least 250 passed Rue Point in an hour of 
observation on 10th November. At least 500 mixed Razorbills and Common Guillemots passed by in ninety minutes of 
observation on 7th December, and easily the majority of these were Razorbills.  

1,684 Common Guillemots crowding onto the top of Stacknavarlea on 28th April, plus a 
handful of Razorbills and two Herring Gulls. Later there were even more birds packed on here. 



67. BLACK GUILLEMOT Cepphus grille 
Small numbers were seen around the coastline throughout the spring and summer, but larger numbers could be seen close to 
the main colony below the cliffs at Knockans. No proper counts were made, but more than 70 birds were seen in this location on 
some days. Occasional ones and two were seen offshore from August right to the year's end. 
 
68. ATLANTIC PUFFIN Fratercula arctica 
The first sighting of the year was of two birds in the West Light 
colony on 27th March. The first big arrival was on 8th April 
when at least 170 were present in this colony, although the 
number of birds here continued to fluctuate daily, sometimes 
dropping to just a few birds, until about mid May when nesting 
was finally fully underway. 

The first bird seen carrying fish into the colony was on 17th 
June, but this chick-feeding behaviour was seen worryingly 
infrequently during the summer, potentially indicating poor 
breeding success this year. Pufflings were seen venturing out 
to their burrow entrances on only three occasions at the end of 
July. The highest counts of the year at the West Light colony 
were made during late evening observation sessions: during 
these events up to 310 adult Puffins could be seen outside 
their burrows. 

Numbers decreased rapidly at the end of July, and very few birds were seen landing in the colony in August, although up to 80 
were counted rafting just offshore as late as the 4th. Sixty-five seen rafting below the West Light on 6th August was just about 
the last sighting of the year. 
 

In early May the continuing problem of feral ferrets on the 
island was brought into sharp focus with the observation of 
a ferret moving between puffin burrows on Stacknavarlea in 
broad daylight. Thanks to swift action taken by Liam, Sean 
and Benji McFaul, the ferret was promptly trapped and 
removed. As many as 16 puffin carcases were recovered 
from the area, but undoubtedly the impact would have 
been far greater had the ferret remained at large during this 
critical time at the onset of breeding.  

This unexpected predation in the puffin colony – an area 
previously thought to be inaccessible to ferrets – highlights 
the vulnerability of Rathlin’s nesting seabirds and the urgent 
need for eradication of this invasive pest.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

69. BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla 
There was frenetic nest-building activity in mid May, but the first 
eggs were not seen until the 25th. Some nests contained newly 
hatched chicks on 23rd June, and the first fledged juveniles were 
seen flying around on 27th July. It appeared to be an excellent year 
for Kittwakes nesting around the West Light, with many successful 
broods. 

From mid June to mid July a flock of up to 400 Kittiwakes was 
present roosting on the rocks around Rue Point. The majority of 
these were immature birds. A second calendar year bird with colour 
rings (R/G - Y/O/W) was seen on 8th July. This individual had been 
ringed as a chick in Brittany, France, in 2016, and had not been seen 
since. Interestingly, the same bird was seen again on Bardsey Island, 
Wales, in early August. 

Ooh la la! French Black-legged Kittiwake on 8th July 
  

Atlantic Puffins on 25th June 

A macabre collection of puffin remains illustrates the devastation 
one ferret can cause (photo by Alison McFaul). 



70. SABINE'S GULL Xema sabini 
At least one adult was seen from Rue Point during strong north westerly winds on 11th September. There were numerous other 
sightings of this species from around the coasts of Britain and Ireland at the time, and it was surprising that we did not have 
more sightings from Rathlin. 
 

71. BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Seen throughout the year, mainly offshore and generally in fairly 
low numbers. The only breeding colony was at Kebble, where at 
least around 40 pairs nested and chicks were seen from 13th 
June. On 15th July at least 53 juveniles were present in the 
colony, suggesting quite good productivity, although the local 
skuas were very actively reducing the number of young gulls 
around this time. 
 
72. LITTLE GULL Larus minutus 
A second calendar year bird was in Rathlin Sound on 8th June 
following a period of strong westerly winds. Two second 
calendar year birds were roosting with Kittiwakes at Rue Point 
on 16 June, at least one of which remained there until 5th July. 

One of two Little Gulls on 16th June, this one with a particularly  
advanced black hood. 
 
 
73. COMMON GULL Larus canus 
Present throughout the year, with a couple of breeding colonies on the 
island and birds feeding offshore outside of the nesting season. 
Numerous pairs nested around Rue Point and at Ushet Lough and the 
first chicks were seen on 1st June. In mid June, 40 chicks were ringed by 
Gareth Platt, including 36 that were given coded blue colour rings. The 
first fledged chicks were flying by 28th June. 
 
By August the breeding colonies had disbanded, but the species was 
commonly present around the harbour and among the feeding gulls 
offshore. 
 
 
               Common Gull youngsters with their new colour rings 
74. HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
Common all around the island in highly varying numbers throughout the year. We made no real attempt to count the breeding 
birds, but the first freshly fledged juveniles were seen in late July. 

At least 105 birds were roosting by Kebble Lough on 1st December. 
 

 
75. ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides 
Numerous sightings in the late winter and 
early spring probably all related to the same 
long-staying 3rd calendar year bird which 
was last seen on 28th April. 

In the later part of the year there was a 
sighting on 9th October (NW), and a juvenile 
was seen at the harbour on 16th and 17th 
December. 
 

 
                   
 

     Iceland Gull on 13th April 
  



76. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
Many birds were already present by late March, and were a common sight around the island throughout the spring and 
summer. Numerous pairs nested on the north side of the island, but no proper count was made of these. Birds were still present 
when we left the island in mid September, but there were no sightings at all after we returned in early November. 
 
77. GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus 
A juvenile was at the harbour on 7th November. A very distant white-winged gull off Rue Point on 18th November was also 
probably this species. 

 
78. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
Present throughout the year, with several pairs nesting, although no real count was made of the breeding population. The first 
fledged juvenile was seen on 2nd August. Groups were often roosting by Kebble Lough during the non-breeding season, peaking 
at 85 birds there on 4th November. 

During the breeding season, Great Black-backed Gulls were commonly observed preying on seabirds at the West Light. As well as 
taking chicks and eggs, some of the gulls were skilled at ambushing adult Common Guillemots and Razorbills on the surface of 
shallow water close to the colony. 

 
79. ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea 
An adult with roosting Kittiwakes at Rue Point on 28th 
June remained there until at least 8th July. Autumn 
sightings comprised a single bird on 5th September, 12 
on 11th September (plus 5 unidentified Common / 
Arctic Terns) and another single bird on 14th 
September, all of which were seen passing by Rue 
Point. 

 
80. SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis 
Two in Mill Bay on 6th April were the first of the year, 
and two were there again on 28th April. There were 
four sightings at Rue Point in June and July, including 
at least four birds there on 8th July. In August, a single 
bird was off Rue Point on the 10th, and 2 birds were 
there on the 17th. The only subsequent sightings were 
on 11th September, when 16 were seen passing Rue 
Point in strong north-westerly winds.  
 
81. BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger 
A juvenile was feeding among Kittwakes off 
Roonivoolin on 2nd November, seen from the Rathlin 
ferry. 
 
82. ROCK DOVE Columba livia 
No wild-type birds were suspected this year. 
 
Occasional birds were seen from March to June, often 
at the West Light. All birds seen well enough to see 
their legs were confirmed to be ringed racing pigeons. 
A couple of birds seen in flight with wild-type plumage 
were still regarded most likely to be racers.          Racing pigeon loitering at the West Light Seabird Centre on 15th May 

 
83. COMMON WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
Two were present in Kinramer Wood throughout the first half of the year. Displaying was seen in April, but there was no 
evidence of successful breeding. A single bird in the north-east of the island on 30th April was presumably a migrant, as was a 
third individual at Kinramer on 16th July. Up to 2 birds continued to be seen in the Kinramer area until at least late August, but a 
single bird there on 8th November was the only sighting in the late part of the year. 
 
84. EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto 
From late March to at least early September, one or two individuals were frequently around Kinramer Wood, but there was no 
confirmation of breeding. Additional birds, presumed to be migrants, were around the harbour on 3rd May and at the West 
Light on 22nd July. On 4th September, a third adult bird was seen with the regular Kinramer pair, but these all appear to have 
departed at some point during the autumn and there were no sightings at all in November and December. 

  



 
85. COMMON CUCKOO Cuculus canorus 
The first of the year was singing in Kinramer Wood on 30th April. Two more were singing in the eastern part of the island on 
12th and 13th May (NW). There were no further sightings until 15th July when a newly fledged juvenile, attended by Meadow 
Pipits, was found on Kebble reserve by RSPB volunteers. 

 

Juvenile Common Cuckoo on 15th July 

 
 
86. LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus 
The species was very secretive in the first half of the year, although there were reports of a bird present in the Ballyconagan 
area in March and of chicks calling in the eastern part of the island in July. At Kinramer there was no evidence of breeding and 
we had no sightings at all until August, after which birds were seen there occasionally throughout the autumn and winter. 

 
 
87. COMMON SWIFT Apus apus 
The first Swifts of the year arrived on 5th May, when at least two were seen around the west end of the island. A single bird was 
seen in the same area the following day, and another on the 13th. The only sighting in June was of two over Kebble on the 19th. 
In July, at least 8 were over Ally Lough on the 13th, two were at Kinramer on the 17th and one flew south past the West Light on 
the 21st. Single birds were seen on three dates in August, the last of which was over Kinramer on the 23rd. 

 
 
88. COMMON KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
One was found near the Rue Point Lighthouse on 7th September. It was last seen flying south and appeared to head out over the 
sea. 
 

 
89. COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus 
One at Kinramer on 26th March was the only record of the spring. In July, single birds were seen in the Kinramer / Kebble area 
on the 15th and 23rd, while another was near the coastguard hut on the 26th. Single birds were seen on 10 dates in August / 
September, although at least four of these records refer to the same moulting adult male that was present for about three 
weeks. The last sighting of the year was on 17th September. 

 

 
90. MERLIN Falco columbarius 
A male was seen around Kebble on 29th March, and again on 3rd April when a female was also present in the same area. 
Another single bird flew north over the harbour on 13th April. 

There were several late autumn sightings, including single birds seen on 2nd November (CG), 7th November and at Ushet Lough 
on 2nd December.  



91. PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus 
Four pairs attempted to nest on the island, two of which failed. 
One of the successful pairs fledged two young; the other fledged 
just one (JW). An immature female seen several times in April 
and early May was presumably a migrant.  

An adult was seen snatching a Kittiwake chick out of its nest near 
the West Light on 7th August. 

 
92. COMMON MAGPIE Pica pica 
Kinramer Wood was the only regular site to see Magpies, with a 
very secretive pair in residence there throughout the year. A 
third individual was in the company of the Kinramer pair on 3rd 
September and again in December, but it wasn't clear if this was 
a juvenile or another adult. Several sightings at Brockley in late 
August and September may have been the Kinramer pair foraging 
further afield, although this was never certain.  

The only sighting away from the west end of the island was a 
single bird, possibly a migrant, near the East Light on 2nd April. 
 

93. RED-BILLED CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
From late March to at least mid September a single bird was 
present on the island, although it appeared to sometimes 
commute between here and the mainland (per LM). It was most 
frequently seen in the Roonivoolin area, but often travelled 
around the island and was seen at the west end on several 
occasions. It was still present when we left the island on 17th 
September, but apparently disappeared soon after. 

There were no further sightings until a flock of 5 was briefly seen near Mill Bay on 9th December (SM). 
 
94. EURASIAN JACKDAW Corvus monedula 
Up to two birds were present at Kinramer from late March until 17th April. Additional sightings were of 9 on 27th March (CG), 1 
on 2nd April and 4 on 18th May. 

 
95. ROOK Corvus frugilegus 
A single bird was near the harbour on 11th April and 
two flew past the East Light on 3rd May. 

 
96. HOODED CROW Corvus cornix 
Common all over the island throughout the year. A 
flock of 14 near the East Light on 2nd April may have 
been migrants. A clear movement of birds was 
observed on 28th April when at least 65 birds were 
seen in the eastern part of the island, most of which 
seemed to be heading north overhead. 

Newly fledged juveniles were seen from 28th May, 
with several broods on the wing by mid June. 

 
97. CARRION CROW Corvus corone 
In spring, single birds were seen on 11th March (NW), 27th March (CG), 2nd April, 28th April and 2nd May. Another single bird 
was seen on 26th September (CG). 

 
98. COMMON RAVEN Corvus corax 
Seen throughout the year, with nests in several locations. The nest at the west end of the island had three chicks in it by the 
start of April, all of which fledged in the first few days of May. A brood at Roonivoolin (also of three chicks) had fledged slightly 
earlier. Throughout May, the west pair were seen daily stealing eggs from Razorbills and Common Guillemots, and were 
observed to cache stolen eggs high up the cliff face. There were also observations of Ravens carrying eggs several kilometres 
away from the colony, and a late sighting of one bird carrying a Guillemot egg on 21st October (AM).  
 
No obvious migration was noted.  

Second calendar year Peregrine Falcon on 9th May. 

Hooded Crow brandishing the head of an Eider duckling on 22nd June 



99. EURASIAN SKYLARK Alauda arvensis 
Small numbers were commonly seen all over the island from late March to late June, but they became much less conspicuous 
from then onwards as they stopped singing and there were few sightings in August and early September. A flock of 20 on 18th 
September (CG) was the only record of migrating birds. Only very small numbers were seen during November and December. 

 
100. SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia 
The first sighting of the year was of 3 birds over Ally Lough on 30th March, followed by a single bird on 2nd April. A notable 
arrival occurred on 6th April, when 14 were around Ushet Lough, and these appear to have been the birds that stayed and 
attempted to nest near Doon Bay. These nesting birds accounted for most records during the spring, although small numbers 
were seen in various places until mid May and were presumably birds passing through. 

The small colony at Doon Bay seemed to have departed in early August, and the only subsequent sighting was of 2 birds among 
many other hirundines at Kebble on 27th August. 

 
101. BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica 
The first of the year flew over the harbour on 6th April, followed by 2 more on the 9th. From 13th April small numbers were 
being seen almost every day. A flock of 55 birds was gathering to roost at Kebble on 9th May. Nesting took place in various 
locations and the first fledged juveniles of the year were seen around 24th June. 

Some slightly larger groups of birds in August was probably an indication of southward migration. A large pre-roost gathering of 
hirundines on 27th August contained at least 75 Barn Swallows. In the first half of September small groups of birds were often 
seen flying south out to sea at Rue Point. 
 

102. COMMON HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbicum 
The first of the year was seen on 8th April, but there 
were only 4 further sightings, all of single birds, that 
month. From the start of May sightings became 
more or less daily, including a flock of 12 at Kebble 
on the 12th. Birds were collecting nest material at 
Cleggan from 20th May and nests there seemed to 
be occupied by mid June. 
 
A large pre-roost gathering of hirundines at Kebble 
on 27th August contained at least 145 House 
Martins, the biggest count of the year. Other flocks 
such as 45 at Cleggan on 25th August and 35 at the 
harbour on 4th September presumably contained 
migrants passing through. Small numbers were still 
passing through in early and mid September. 
 

Common House Martin gathering mud from the car park of McCuaig’s bar 
 
103. COAL TIT Periparus ater 
Probably the most numerous tit species on the island. Small numbers were recorded throughout the year, mainly around 
Kinramer Wood and the trees near the harbour but also gardens in the north-east part of the island. The first fledged juveniles 
were seen at Kinramer on 5th June. Flocks of up to 8 birds were seen at Kinramer in September. 
 
104. EURASIAN BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus 
Small numbers were recorded throughout the year, mainly at Kinramer and the area of trees near the harbour. They were also 
often seen along the edge of the reed bed at Kebble. The first fledged juveniles were seen at Kinramer on 21st June. 
 
105. GREAT TIT Parus major 
Small numbers were recorded throughout the year, mainly around Kinramer 
Wood and the trees near the harbour but also gardens in the north-east part of 
the island. The first fledged juveniles were seen at Kinramer on 5th June. 
 
106. LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus 
A flock of 8 was seen near Ballyconagan on 7th November, and a small flock 
behind the Manor House 2 days later may have been the same birds. A flock of 
at least 7 was at Kinramer on 13th November, with probably the same flock 
seen at Kebble the following day, and at least 2 birds again at Kinramer on the 
15th. A flock of at least 8 was at Kinramer on 17th November, followed by at 
least 5 on the 19th, and could have been the same birds yet again.       Long-tailed Tit on 7th November  



107. EURASIAN TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris 
A single bird seen in Kinramer Wood on 9th April appears to be the first 
modern record for Rathlin. Presumably the same elusive bird was seen 
again in the same location on 12th April, 13th May and 24th May, and 
again after a long gap on 8th September and 17th November. 

 
108. EURASIAN WREN Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common all over the island throughout the year. The first fledged 
juveniles were noted on 7th June. 
 
109. GOLDCREST Regulus regulus 
Migrants were noted in late March, including 10 along the road at 
Kinramer Wood on the 25th, and in early April when birds were 
occasionally seen on the cliff face by the West Light. Most passage was 
undoubtedly masked by the island's breeding population, which ensured 
that small numbers were seen in most areas of suitable habitat 
throughout the spring and summer. Pairs probably bred everywhere with 
conifers, including gardens in the north-east part of the island, gardens 
around Church Bay and probably numerous pairs at Kinramer Wood. The 
first confirmation of successful breeding was a pair feeding 4 chicks 
outside the chapel on 25th May. 

In autumn, light passage was again hard to detect due to the resident birds, but there was a clear influx around 17th and 18th 
September. Small numbers remained on the island in the winter. 
 

Freshly fledged Goldcrest chicks snuggling up for a snooze on 25th May 
 

110. WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus 
The first of the year was near Kinramer from 27th to 29th March, followed by a freshly arrived migrant at the West Light on 3rd 
April. Passage increased in mid and late April when birds were present throughout the island. Counts included 21 on 20th April, 
18 on 28th April and 14 on 10th May. 

Breeding took place many areas of suitable habitat. An adult was first seen gathering nest material on 28th April and the first 
newly fledged juveniles were seen on 16th June. Small numbers continued to be seen into mid September. 
  

Eurasian Treecreeper on 13th May 



Willow Warbler on 10th May 
 
111. COMMON CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita 
At least 5 present on 25th March were the first of the year (NW), and one or two singing males were in the scrub above the 
harbour from then until the end of May. Another singing male was in Kinramer Wood in late April and early May. 

Autumn sightings included 2 on 19th September (CG), and a single bird on 18th October (CG). A late individual was at Kinramer 
on 5th November. 

 
112. WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
A male was singing almost continuously between Kinramer 
Cottage and Cleggan on the afternoon of 24th May. 

 
113. SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
A male singing at Kebble on 17th April was the first record of the 
year, and by the end of that month territorial birds were also 
present at Craigmacagan Lough and in the northeast part of the 
island. During May, numbers increased and males were singing 
from suitable habitat all over the island. 

Newly fledged juveniles were first seen at Kebble on 23rd June, 
soon followed by more at several other sites. The last recorded 
sighting was on 7th September. 
 
114. COMMON GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia 
The first of the year was singing from scrub above the harbour on 27th April, and another (non-singing) bird was near the East 
Light on the 28th. A singing bird was on Kebble from 9th May to at least 13th May, while other (probably different) single birds 
were heard between the harbour and the East Light on 10th and 11th May. A further singing bird was in the Knockans area on 
4th July. 

A fresh juvenile at the edge of Kinramer Wood on 25th July had presumably fledged not too far away. 

 
115. EURASIAN BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla 
A male at Kinramer on 3rd April was the first sighting of the year. The first singing bird was in the scrub overlooking the harbour 
on 11th April, and by the end of April at least three males were singing there. Although there were numerous sightings, including 
at least one singing male, of up to 3 birds at Kinramer from late April to mid June, there was no indication of nesting taking place 
there. By the harbour, birds continued to sing throughout May, and fresh juveniles were seen in mid June.  
 
116. COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis 
The first of the year was singing on 3rd May, and by mid May several were on territory around the island. All territories recorded 
were in the northern areas, spreading from Kebble to Ballyconagan, with none confirmed in the south arm of the island. Fledged 
juveniles were seen near Kinramer by late June. 

After late July there were no further sightings until a single migrant on 17th September.  

Wood Warbler on 24th May 



117. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata 
The first sighting of the year was of two birds together near the chapel on 10th May, both of which remained present until at 
least the 17th. Two different birds appeared together at Kinramer on 11th May and were both present until at least the 22nd. 
Neither of these apparent pairs appeared to stay long enough for a nesting attempt. Additional migrants in May included one at 
the West Light on the 12th, 2 at Kebble on the 13th and at least 6 between the harbour and the East Light on the 17th. 

A single bird at Kebble on 27th August was the only record in autumn. 

 
118. EUROPEAN ROBIN Erithacus rubecula 
Common all over the island throughout the year, with breeding 
occurring in many locations. An adult was seen carrying food to a 
nest site at Kinramer as early as 29th March, although this nesting 
attempt appeared to be unsuccessful. The first fledgling of the year 
was at the same location on 30th May, with many more fresh 
juveniles appearing in mid June. Migrants undoubtedly passed 
through in spring and autumn, but any such movements were 
masked by the resident population. 

119. COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
A male was singing in the eastern part of the island on 1st May 
(NW). A female was at Kebble on 12th May. 

 

120. BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros 
One was in the harbour on 25th March (NW). 

 
121. WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra 
Early May saw a good period of passage for this species, with probably at least 10 individual birds recorded in the first half of the 
month. The first migrants arrived on the 1st, when single birds were at Cleggan and Kebble. At least two more were on the south 
arm of the island the following day (at Craigmacagan and Rue Point), followed by another near Knockans on the 3rd. Next were a 
male at Kebble on the 6th, a female at Brockley on the 8th, a female at Kebble on the 9th and a male at Knockans on the 11th. A 
male was seen again at Kebble on the 14th and another at Knockans on the 25th. 

Whinchat on 1st May 
 
There were several Whinchat sightings by RSPB volunteers in mid June, and 
breeding could well have occurred somewhere in the western part of the 
island, although this was not confirmed. A juvenile at Brockley on 23rd 
August was perhaps as likely a southbound migrant as a locally fledged 
bird, and was the only autumn record. 
 
122. EUROPEAN STONECHAT Saxicola torquata 
Common all over the island throughout the year, with any passage masked 
by the resident birds. The first fledged juveniles were near Rue Point on 
10th May. The same pair here possibly fledged two more broods during the 
summer, with more fresh juveniles seen in early July and the adults again 
seen carrying food as late as 6th September. 

            Juvenile Stonechat begging from Dad on 23rd May  

European Robin in a forest of Sea Radish on 9th June 



123. NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe 
By 24th March, there were already several migrants present on the 
island, and small numbers were seen most days for the rest of the 
month and early April. On 18th April at least 9 were together at 
Kebble, and at least some of these appeared to be the first birds of the 
Greenland race O.o.leucorrhoa. Most passage birds from then on also 
appeared to belong to this subspecies. On 19th April 8 were around 
the harbour, and on the 20th at least 16 were counted, mostly on the 
south arm of the island. At least 15 in the northeast part of the island 
on 30th April included a flock of 10 that appeared to arrive together. 

Passage gradually tailed off into the middle of May, and birds seen 
from then on were presumably the island's breeding population. The 
first fledged juveniles were seen at Rue Point on 16th June, soon 
followed by others at Kebble the next day. 

By late August small numbers of presumed southbound migrants were appearing, and these continued to trickle through into 
late September. The last reported sighting of the year was of 2 birds on 9th October (NW). 
 
124. EURASIAN BLACKBIRD Turdus merula 
Commonly seen in most areas of suitable habitat throughout the year. Any migration was masked by the presence of birds 
already on the island, and no obvious influxes were noted. Adults were seen carrying food at Kinramer as early as 7th April, but 
this nesting attempt most likely failed, and the first fledged juveniles were not seen until 24th May. 
 
125. FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris 
One was at Kinramer on 31st March, followed by 5 there the next day. The next sighting was of 2 in the same area on 18th April, 
followed by a flock of at least 15 on the 20th and up to 3 still around towards the month's end. The last records of spring were in 
May, with single birds on the 2nd and the 13th. 

We missed the majority of autumn passage while we were off the island during October. A flock of 5 was at Kinramer on 3rd 
November, and single birds seen on 6th and 16th November were the last sightings of the year. 

 
126. REDWING Turdus iliacus 
A flock of 7 at Kinramer on 28th March, and 19 there on 31st March, were the 
biggest flocks recorded during the spring. Otherwise, between 1 and 3 birds 
were seen regularly throughout April up to the 26th. Single late birds were seen 
on 10th and 12th May. 

Autumn passage mostly occurred while we were away in October, but 
continued partly into November. Sightings were frequent throughout the first 
two weeks of the month but, with the exception of a flock of 45 on the 10th, 
were never of more than 3 birds. There were no sightings at all in the second 
half of November, and in December the only records were of a single bird on 
the 16th and 2 birds on the 18th.  
 
127. SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos 
Common all year in suitable habitat, with occasional birds seen in atypical 
locations and suspected to be migrants. Breeding occurred in numerous areas, 
with the first adults carrying food recorded on 18th April and the first fledged 
juveniles seen on 27th April. 

 
 

 
128. MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus 
There were just three spring records of single birds: at Kinramer Cottage on 
27th March, near Ally Lough on 2nd May, and at Kinramer Wood on 17th 
June. In autumn, late birds were at Kinramer on 16th and 29th November. 
 
 

 
  

 
  

Greenland race Northern Wheatear on 18th April 

Redwing on 18th November 

Mistle Thrush on 16th November. Although 
this species has bred on the island in the 
past, it is currently a rather scarce migrant 



129. EUROPEAN STARLING Sturnus vulgaris 
Common throughout the year. The first juveniles fledged at Kinramer on 20th May, 
soon followed by other broods, and from then on larger post-breeding gatherings of 
birds were seen. The largest of these flocks to be recorded was 120 at Rue Point on 
16th June. 

 
130. DUNNOCK Prunella modularis 
Common in suitable habitat all over the island. No obvious signs of migration were 
noted, although migrants would have been masked by the resident birds. The first 
fledged juveniles of the year were seen on 28th May. 

 
131. WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava 
A single bird seen in flight near the East Light on 11th May could not be identified to subspecies, although its calls were 
consistent with a flava/flavissimma-type. 

 
132. GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea 
Occasional ones and twos were recorded in every month from March to September, with sightings occurring in most parts of the 
island. In spring / summer, there were 2 sightings in late March, 3 sightings in April, and 1 sighting in each of May, June and July. 
Frequency increased slightly from then on, with 6 sightings in August (including 3 birds together on the 27th), and 5 sightings (all 
of single birds) in September up to the 17th. 
 
133. WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba 
Both of the expected subspecies were recorded commonly during the 
year: 
 
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii 
Common around most of the island throughout the entire year, with 
movements masked by breeding birds. Juveniles were seen from 16th 
May. 
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba 
A single bird on 2nd April was the first of the year, although the main 
passage occurred between mid April and early May. Mostly low single 
figures were noted, although 15 were seen on 27th April, including a 
flock of 10 at Ushet Lough. 

The first southbound White Wagtails were noticed on 24th August among a gathering of several White and Pied Wagtails, and 3 
were at the harbour on 31st August. Small numbers were seen in early September, and a flock of 10 was reported on the 26th 
(CG). 
 
134. MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis 
Common all over the island throughout the year. Breeding took place in many locations and fledged juveniles were common 
from about 13th June. Light migration in early autumn was hard to detect due to the continued presence of locally breeding 
birds, but groups of migrants were certainly arriving in late autumn and September. A flock of at least 53 at Rue Point on 12th 
September was the largest group recorded, but there were many smaller gatherings arriving on the island around that time. 

Small numbers remained on the island in November and December, when the largest gathering was a flock of 13. 
 
 
135. TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis 
Single birds were seen near the East Light on 30th April, at 
Kebble on 14th May and over Kinramer Wood on 16th May. 
 
 
  

European Starling removing a faecal sac 
from its nest on 29th April 

White Wagtail (alba) on 28th April 

Tree Pipit at Kebble on 14th May.  



 
136. ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus 
Small numbers were present throughout the spring and early summer, with no detectable influxes. Typically, up to about 8 birds 
were often counted around Church Bay, and up to about 13 between Doon Bay and Rue Point. The first fledged juveniles were 
seen at the West Light on 19th May, after which more broods appeared in other parts of the island and counts became slightly 
higher. A juvenile in the garden at Kinramer Cottage on 22nd July was unusually out of habitat. 
 
Up to 15 were in around Church Bay / the harbour in early September. 
Following strong westerly winds in mid November, the year's largest 
gatherings of Rock Pipits could be seen foraging amongst the washed-
up seaweed in the same area, reaching at least 31 birds on some days. 
Similar numbers remained to the end of the year. 
 
137. LAPLAND BUNTING Calcarius Lapponicus 
A single bird was seen on 9th October (NW). 
 
138. SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis 
The first record was a single bird on 12th October (NW). In November, 
a single bird was seen on the 2nd (CG), a flock of 6 was near the 
coastguard hut on the 11th, 2 flew over Rue Point on the 18th and a 
single bird flew over Kinramer on the 29th. 

 
139. YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
One was singing at Kinramer on 27th March. Another was singing in the eastern part of the island on 1st May (NW). 
 
140. COMMON REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus 
Small numbers were present in suitable habitat all over the island throughout the spring, summer and early autumn, and 
presumably bred in a number of locations even though no certain evidence of this was recorded. Interestingly, there were no 
sightings during November, but at least 2 birds reappeared at Kinramer from mid December to the year's end (JM/JS). 
 
141. COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs 
Commonly recorded throughout the year in just about every location with trees. Flocks of up to 15 were regularly visiting 
feeders at Kinramer in late March and early April, after which numbers appeared to decrease. The species certainly bred in the 
Kinramer area, with fresh juveniles seen from 23rd May. Light passage was observed in late August and September, although no 
large-scale movements were seen. A flock of 21 was at the harbour on 9th November. 
 
142. BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla 
A male at Kinramer on 26th March was still there, occasionally 
singing, until at least 8th April. There were several sightings of single 
birds at Kinramer from 3rd to 13th November, followed by 2 together 
from the 15th to 17th (JM/JS) and a lone bird again on the 19th. 
 
143. EUROPEAN GREENFINCH Chloris chloris 
One near Kinramer Wood on 28th March was the only sighting of the 
spring. In autumn, single birds were at Cleggan / Kinramer on 10th 
November (LM), 17th November and 3rd December. Unless we 
missed some passage during our absence in late September and 
October, this is an amazingly poor showing for this species. 
 
144. TWITE Linaria flavirostris 
Small numbers were seen occasionally in the first half of the year, including a pair that seemed to be on territory near Church 
Bay. A flock of up to 8 birds around the west end of the island in mid July consisted mostly of fresh juveniles. A juvenile was also 
seen with adults near the coastguard hut on 25th July (JW). 

In autumn, 4 were in the harbour on 17th September. There were further sightings of 4 on 9th October (NW) and 3 on the 12th 
(NW). A flock of 4 was again at the harbour on 11th November, and a single bird was at the West Light on the 14th. 
 
145. EURASIAN LINNET Linaria cannabina 
Throughout the first part of the year numbers seen were generally low, with 38 near the harbour on 13th April by far the biggest 
single flock. Breeding occurred in numerous locations, with the first juveniles seen on 9th June. Some larger post-breeding flocks 
were noted from around 9th August, including 55 at Kinramer on 20th August, but by September only small numbers were 
recorded. Just ones and twos were seen in November and December. 
  

Five out of the six Snow Buntings on 11th November   

Brambling on 7th April  



146. LESSER REDPOLL Acanthis cabaret 
Small numbers were seen quite commonly throughout the spring and summer, with records in most parts of the island. The 
largest flock seen was 11 near the harbour on 2nd May. Other regular sites were Kebble, Kinramer Wood and Craigmacagan 
Lough, and breeding probably occurred in all these areas. Fresh juveniles were at Kebble from 26th June, followed by a brood at 
Kinramer on 16th July. In September, as well as November and December, just occasional single birds were recorded. 

Throughout the year, birds seen poorly or only in flight were assumed to be Lesser Redpolls. Certainly the island's breeding 
population and probably the majority of migrants belong to this form. However, individuals resembling Common Redpoll 
Carduelis flammea were seen on a couple of occasions in April. 
 

Male Lesser Redpoll on 7th April 

 
147. COMMON CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra 
Recorded occasionally throughout the year. Three were at Kinramer on 27th March, and another two flew west high over the 
same site on 27th May. Three were in conifers in the northeast part of the island on 29th June. Two were at Kinramer on 9th 
August, and a single bird was there on 5th November. 

A group of 3 crossbills at Kinramer on 28th November coincided with an influx of Parrot Crossbills into Britain and, although the 
birds looked and sounded promising, they were not seen well enough to be sure what species they were. 

 
148. EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis 
Small numbers were seen throughout the island 
during spring, with the largest flock being 14 at 
Kinramer on 7th April. Breeding must have 
occurred in several locations, and the first fledged 
juveniles were seen near the harbour on 30th 
May. Some larger post-breeding gatherings were 
noted in late summer, including a flock of at least 
50 (mostly juveniles) near Ushet Lough on 16th 
August and 20 at Kebble on 27th August. Up to 20 
were seen commonly at Kinramer in November 
and December. 
 
 

 
 

     
European Goldfinch on 29th November 

  



 
149. EURASIAN SISKIN Spinus spinus 
Up to three birds were seen frequently around 
Kinramer Wood from late March to mid June, when 
newly fledged juveniles provided confirmation of 
breeding. Additional sightings that presumably 
represented migrants included four over the West Light 
on 27th March, single birds at Rue Point on 30th March 
and 20th April, sightings at the East Light (1 on 2nd 
April and 2 on 21st June) and 2 near the harbour on 
18th May. 
 
A flock of around 20 flew south off Rue Point on 18th 
October (CG). In November, occasional birds were seen 
throughout the month, plus a flock of 10 at Kinramer 
on the 8th. A flock of 9 near Craigmacagan on 1st 
December was the last record of the year. 
 
150. HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus 
A flock was always present around the harbour and adjacent gardens, but the birds were so sedentary that we did not have a 
single sighting from any other part of the island. The highest count at the harbour was at least 70 birds on 4th September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To keep up to date with our Rathlin sightings in 2018, follow Stickybeak on Twitter: 

@_Stickybeak 
 

You can also find more from us on our Rathlin wildlife blog: 
www.rathlinstickybeak.wordpress.com  

Eurasian Siskins pouncing on a dandelion clock on 7th May 

http://twitter.com/_Stickybeak
http://www.rathlinstickybeak.wordpress.com/

